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WHeras you ſay; It hath pleaſed the Good, and only wiſe God for your and the Nations cry­ing Sins, to manifeſt his diſpleaſure for many yeares together againſt theſe Nations, and yet you ſay this honourable Citty, hath bin no great ſharers in the calamity, which your Bretheren in other parts bath ſuffered, &c.
Anſw.  Friends, its very true becauſe of  [...]rs and the Nations crying Sins, the Lords diſpleaſure is a­mit [Page]you, and the Nation, and his judgments hang over your Citty, and the Nation, even becauſe of your crying Sins; O the pride, the hypocritie, and double dealing, and wantonneſſe, and all other, the abominable wickedneſſe which abounds among you, which are your Sins, which indeed is the cauſe of Gods diſpleaſure againſt you, and the Nation, which he will ſhew one way or other upon you, for iniquity is full; but ſeeing that your ſins have provoked the Lord, is it not now time to come to humility and repentance? and to forſake your Sins, that the diſpleaſure of the Lord may be turned from you, or is it a time for you to be envious, and to ſeeke revenge upon men, and to make Inſurrections, and Tumults, and Bloud-ſheds, and ſo to add Sin unto your Sins; its not a time for you to pro­ceed thus, for hereby you will gaine Gods diſpleaſure more unto you, and not turne his wrath away: and its true, this City hath bin wonderfully preſerved from the miſeries, and calamities, which have come upon ſome in this Nation, and therefore its time for you to anſwer the Lords love un­to you, by meekneſſe, and fear, and righteouſneſſe, and not to abuſe his mercies, by  [...]g the words of  [...]he  [...] and ſet­ing your ſelves to ſight as againſt him in his proceedings, though the time is at hand, even becauſe of your own multiplyed iniquities, when you may bring calamity and miſery upon this City, and it may partake of the Nations tribulations and ſor­rowes, and then you complaine of the generall decay of Trading, but what can you attribute that unto, but to your Sins alſo; for there hath bin ſo much double-dealing, deceit, and wickedneſſe in the way of your Trading, that it is juſt with the Lord to turn your former mercies into a preſent judgment in that reſpect, but in this caſe you ought to be contented, and to be ſtill, and not to murmur againſt God, nor againſt any others in the Nation, but the rather to repent, that wrath may be turned from you.
And whereas you ſeeme to make an appeal to your Lord Major, Aldermen, Common-councell men of this City, as if they ſhould be inſtruments for the ſetling of the three Nations, and for the removing of the troubles, and for the peace of his Church, &c.
Anſw.  Alaſs my Friends! theſe troubles, diſtractions, and miſeries that is approached, and which further may enſue, is the fruit and effect of yours, and the Nations Sins, and cannot be removed nor remitted, but as you and the Nation repenteth, [Page]and turneth from your Sins, ſo that you take a wrong courſe to remove the judgments of the Lord from you, and this Nation; for its certain, that repentance from Sin, that removes the judg­ment for Sin, and its not adding one Sin to another; neither is it in the hand of thoſe to whom you do appeale to remove the judgments of the Lord, for what are they but mortal men like your ſelves, and tranſgreſſors with your ſelves, and have a part in the Sins acted by you, and muſt have a part in the ſame judgments, though you ſtirr them up to improve them­ſelves, and their Talent for the peace of the Church, as you ſay, when as alaſs its Jeſus Chriſt only that muſt keep his Church in peace, by his good Spirit, and not mortal men with mortal weapons; though you ſay the diſcharge of their truſt may make theſe Nations happy, or leave them miſerable; to which I ſay if they be faithfull to their truſt, then they will keep your Citty in peace, and doubtleſſe they ſhould be bleſſed therin, but yet the happineſſe of theſe Nations dependeth not upon them, nor upon what they can do, for while many are ſuppoſing that they improve their truſt, its poſſible they may be perſecuting righ­teouſneſſe under the name of Hereſie, and perſecuting Chriſt in his People under the name of a deceiver and falſe prophet, this hath often come to paſſe in this Citty and Nation, men have im­proved their power and places to the diſhonour of God, and the perſecuting Chriſt in his Members, while as they have bin think­ing they have bin puniſhing Sin, Hereſie, and Error, and in ſuch caſes ſome have improved their Talents not truly for God, but rather againſt him; but wheras you ſay, you humbly preſent that the priviledges of the Goſpel, the faithfull preaching and diſpenſing of Gods holy Word and Sacraments, with the labour of ſo many of his faithful Servants in the Miniſtry, and you hum­bly deſire the Miniſtry may be contenanced and incouraged, the Univerſities upheld and maintained, &c.
Anſw.  Alaſs, my Friends! what do you think concerning the Lord God? ſurely you have low thoughts of him, and little be­liefe in him, do not you think he will maintaine the priviledges of the Goſpel, and the faithfull preaching and diſpenſing of his Word, and his faithful Miniſtry without you, doe you think that he hath forgotten to be gratious, or that his power is in­ſufficient to maintaine his own cauſe, and to uphold the rights and priviledges of his own Kingdome? doe you think that he [Page]hath need of you? or a multitude of wild and heady men, and Youth to fight in his cauſe, to uphold his Goſpel, and Miniſtry, and Miniſters? alaſs no! you are deceived in this matter, for his own Arme ſhall do all this, and he will do it without you, and not be beholding to you in this matter; his Goſpel, nor the priviledges of it ſhall not fall; the true Miniſtry, the preaching and diſpenring of Gods Word and Ordinances ſhall not periſh, though you the ſilent, for the Lord by his own power will main­taine and carry on theſe things, and all others belonging to his Kingdome, without the help of mortall men, or without the help o [...] the Arme of fleſh: ſo that you may put up your Swords and be ſtill in this matter, and leave it to God who is ſufficient for theſe things, without a multitude of men, or without the Arme of fleſh; but do you intend really as you ſpeak? or do you make this pretence only a Cloak, and you propound theſe things that are  [...]ood in themſelves, as to be the cauſe of your undertaking, when as you have ſome other deſigne to promote; would you bring in a ſtrange Nation, even Tyrants and their Adherents to devoure the Land, and even to deſtroy your ſelves and your Citty, would you ſett up an oppreſſing Monarchy which the Land hath once ſpued forth: theſe things are to be doubted, that if your deſignes did prevaile, the fruit of your work would tend therunto, for I muſt tell you, that the faith­full teachers of Gods Word, and the faithfull Miniſtry, deſire not your help to proſecute their cauſe, and the cauſe of the Goſ­pel, but they truſt to the Lord to be maintained, countenanced, and encouraged by him alone, who is ſufficient in that cauſe; though it is true the falſe Miniſters, and the Antichriſtian Teach­ers through all Chriſtendome, for many generations, they have ſought unto the Arme of Fleſh to ſet them up, to maintaine and defend them, and their Goſpel and falſe Church; thus it is through the Popes Dominion, and among ſome Proteſtants alſo, they cry unto the Magiſtrates, unto the Kings, and Parliaments, for the making cruel Lawes to defend them, and to the Rude World they cry Help us, and ſave us, and defend us, by fighting with carnal weapon, for Hereſies and Errors and ſuch like, and they ſtand in their Miniſtry, in their call to it, and maintenance of it, and defence in it, by the Arme of Fleſh, and their Church is upheld therby alſo, but this is but Antichriſts way, and theſe are Antichriſts Miniſters, and his falſe Church hereby is defended [Page]in the world, and this ſhews that the weapon of the Spirit of God is wanted by them, which the Apoſtles had, and it is very doubtful, O yee Apprentiſes of London, that your Mini­ſters have prayed you and Preached you into ſuch a work, as that you ſhould ſtand up to maintaine them, and fight for them, and their Church, againſt ſuch that do oppoſe them, but I muſt tell you if their defence be not in another hand then in yours, they are like to come to perpetuall ruine, and their Goſpel, and their Teaching, and their Sacraments, and their Church cannot ſtand, if they have not the Lords help more then yours. And as for the Univerſities which you contend for, alas many of you are igno­rant concerning them, and what abomination is committed a­mong them: oh! if you knew but the prophaneneſſe, and un­godlineſſe, and the ill education that is among them, it would turne your zeal for them backwards, and its not from humane Studies that the faithfull Miniſters of Chriſt come, but who are ſo indeed, are made ſo by the eternal gift of Gods eternal Spirit, both in this age and in ages paſt, ſo that O yee Prentiſes, Be ſtill, be ſtill, and do not ruin your ſelves and your Citty, by rage, and fury, and diſorders, upon ſuch a proceeding, for your ground of quarrel is not perfectly good, nor your endeavour in the cauſe a­foreſaid well accepted of the Lord.
But if your quarrel be upon the Account, or about the mat­ter of Church and Miniſtry, leave that to the Lord, and to your Miniſters, that they may defend themſelves, their Church, and Ordinances, and Worſhip, by the Spirit of God, if they have it, for that is the weapon of Miniſtry, Church, and Goſpel-war­fare, and not carnal weapons, nor the multitude of an hoſt of men. Let your Miniſters come forth in the beſt authority of ſpirit that they have, and plead the cauſe of their Worſhip, and Goſpel, and Miniſtery like Chriſtians, and not like Jewes and Heathens; for they uſe carnal weapons, killing and murthering about Church and Religion, that is the Papiſts practices, and not the practice of the Saints; ſo that ye Apprentices, ſeeing you ſtate your quarrel againſt the Army, upon the account of Church and Miniſtery, my advice is to you, proceed no further upon that ground, but give your truſt to the Lord, for the maintaining of all things related to his own Kingdom: but the cry is, Thoſe Sectaries, thoſe Sectaries, away with them; your trouble ſeeme to be concerning them leaſt they prevail; but wherefore are [Page]you troubled in this matter? like as if you knew not that what the Lord purpoſeth muſt come to paſſe; who are of God will ſtand, this you need not doubt, and who are not, will come to nought: and its vain for mortal man to oppoſe the Lords pur­poſe. But this was the cry in daies paſt; how did the Biſhops and Prelates in their daies cry againſt the non-conformiſts, as Hereticks, and ſuch like, even as the Miniſters now cries againſt Sectaries? But conſider, how did the Biſhops proceed, but in be­ing the chief cauſe themſelves of raiſing warr againſt the then non-conformiſts, thinking thereby to have ſmitten them all? but you know it proved otherwiſe, and as they thought to do unto others, ſo was it done unto them; which thing may be an exam­ple to you; for as they thought to have deſtroied the then called Puritans, in like manner were themſelves deſtroied, and this may poſſibly fall upon you: therefore conſider, for I tell you as an e­qual man between you and them, that there is more ſincerity to­wards God, and a fear of his Name in ſome of them called Se­ctarians, then there is amongſt you and your Miniſters, though I do not here juſtifie the Sectarians (ſo called) in all things; nei­ther do I in every thing condemn your Miniſters; but this I ſay and do know, if that you and your Miniſters raiſe a warr againſt thoſe called Sectarians, the effect therof will prove your own ſorrow, and their advantage; ſo this is my advice to you, reſt and be ſtill, and that will prove your own peace and happineſſe. And as for the poor Soldiers which you ſo much hate in the Citty, alaſs you might conceive their advantage is but ſmall which they have for their ſufferings and tribulations, who have greater reaſon to cry out of their diſtreſſes and want of pay, then you have of want of Trading, or any thing that has yet happened to you, only there is a ſecret power which carries them on in oppoſition to you, though as for the Perſons themſelves they are many of them profane, and ſinfull as others, yet there hath bin a power and preſence ſomtimes going along with bad inſtruments; there­fore take heed and beware leaſt yee oppoſe and gain-ſay the work and power of God, which his purpoſe is to bring to paſſe in this his day, who is ſeting up his Kingdome, in the midſt of tribula­tions, that comes upon men.
The ſecond particular humbly deſired by you is; the freedom and priviledges of Parliaments, as being the great Charter of the People, which you account very deare unto you, and by which you hope to ſee (you [Page]ſay) a ſettlment in Chuch and State, and you humbly conceive that to be the probable meanes to eſtabliſh the true Proteſtant Religion, reforme the Lawes, ſecure the Liberties, promote Learning, &e.
Anſw.  Now Friends, do but truly conſider, and with a hum­ble minde, what the work of the Lord hath bin in theſe Nations for divers yeares, and how he hath proceeded to overthrow, and overturne Powers and Authorities, Princes, and Rulers, and made them of no account before him, and though the inſtruments which God hath uſed in that matter in plucking down men and powers, hath bin as much corrupted as thoſe that have bin over­turned, and when as the meaſure of iniquitie in one was fill'd up, the Lord threw that power down even as it were by the iniqui­tie of another, and becauſe of the oppreſſions of Rulers among us, the Nation hath groaned, and been left without a Com­forter from any man, and could not repoſe confidence in its Princes and Rulers, and this was, that the Nation might look unto the Lord, and that through him they might be ſaved, and expect healing from him alone, and in all theſe overturnings you need not fear, but the hand of the Lord hath bin in them, and his Arme hath ſuffered, and even brought theſe things to paſſe, and therefore why ſhould you murmure againſt God, and be unſatisfied in what he hath done; and the Nation hath not found much freedom, no, nor any great deliverance from Par­liaments, no more then it did from Kings, neither in Protectors, nor in any other hath the Nation found ſalvation to this day, but the Lord hath broken and confounded theſe one after ano­ther, and its he alone, and not another, that muſt ſettle a happy and laſting Peace both in Church and State, and he that muſt eſtabliſh true Religion, and reforme the Lawes, and ſecure our Liberties, and preſerve our lives, and encourage all vertue, it is the Lord that will do all theſe things for this Nation, and its not any other in whoſe hand the ſalvation of a perſon or a Nati­on is, and how he ſhall do this, and by what means, leave that to him; limit him not to the way of Parliaments, or otherwaies, for if the Nation can be but patient and ſtill, he will bring to paſſe theſe things in his day and ſeaſon, for Kings, Parliaments, and Protectors, have had their day, and the Nation hath had try­all what all ſuch could do, and they have all bin inſufficient to ſave us.
[Page]
Wherfore, O Nation and Citty, Be ſtill, be ſtill, and be patient under the hand of God which is upon you, combine not miſchief one againſt another, nor deſire the overthrow one of another, but be ſtill be ſtill, this is the word of the Lord to you, be at qui­et in your Spirits, and wait upon the Lord to receive what he brings forth, for O yee Apprentiſes, and young men of London, your rude proceedings in theſe cauſes will but deſtroy your ſelves and your Citty, if you proceed any further, for what is a multi­tude of men but as bryars and thornes in battel before the Lord: if he purpoſe a work you cannot prevent it, and if he prevent a work, its vain for you to endeavour it, theſe things are in the hand of the Lord, and Nations are unto him as clay in the hand of a Potter; but now I do not ſpeak as your Enemie, for I love your Citty and wiſh it well, alack, neither will I juſtifie the Army, nor the men that you oppoſe in oppoſition to you, for their waies are corrupted I know, and their own ends they ſeeke, and they are for condemnation ſome of them, and their iniquities are fully ripe, and God will bring them down, but yet let you them alone, the Lord will deale with them, and he can execute his judgment with his own hand without you, and if you can be but quiet for a little ſeaſon, it will make for your peace hereafter, but if your Spirits rage and ſwel, you may work miſerie unto yourſelves, and to your Citty, but you cannot redeem it from miſery; ſo do not talke of the Church, as if you would fight to uphold it, leave that to the Lord, for Chriſt will look to that, to governe it and preſerve it out of all, and from all its Enemies, and it belongs not unto you, but that which the Lord requires of you is patience and ſub­miſſion to his will, and to be ſtill to be ſtill, till he appeares with ſalvation and deliverance to this Citty and Nation, to deliver them from all oppreſſion, and oppreſſors, whoſe coming is at hand, and bleſſed are all they who are found in patience at his coming.
LONDON. 10th. Mo. 1659.
 E. H.

THE END.
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