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A DISCOURSE Occaſioned by MR Calamies LATE SERMON, INTITULED Eli trembling for fear of the Ark.
[Page]
1 CHRON. 16.1. So they brought the Ark of God, and ſet it in the midſt of the Tent that David had pitched for it; and they offer­ed burnt Sacrifices and Peace Offerings before God.


IT is the felicity of affliction, that when it will ſuffer us to finde relief in no­thing elſe, it drives us unto God for refuge: And the diſtreſſed ſoul, that ſhe may lay the ſtronger engagement for her ſuccour upon God, ſhe doth uſually lay a ſtrict obligation of grati­tude upon her ſelf. In his troubles David ſware unto the Lord, and vowed a vow unto the Almighty God of Jacob. Pſal. 132.2. [Page]A Vow that could not but meet with a very gracious ac­cep [...]a [...]ion; for thus he reſolves, I will not come within the Tabernacle of my houſe, nor climbe up into my bed. I will not give ſleep to mine eyes, Ibid. or ſlumber to mine eye lids, Until I finde out a place for the Lord; an Habitation for the mighty God of Jacob: He would not enjoy any ſettle­ment in himſelf, till he had provided a ſettlement for the Ark of God.
In this Vow his general aim was Gods glory; but a collateral benefit would redound to himſelf by it; (for it is impoſſible we ſhould entertain a deſigne to pleaſe God, but to our own advantage) He had ſometimes been driven into baniſhment through the ſeverity of a jealous Prince, upon the ſuggeſtions of malicious Ad­verſaries; but the gall and wormwood of his exile, was, his ſequeſtration from the Ark, the holy Ordinances and worſhip of his God. When I remember theſe things, I pour out my ſoul in me, Pſal. 42.4. for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the Houſe of God; with the voice of joy and praiſe, with the multitude that kept holy day: But be­ing now deprived of the comfort of this Communion, and of theſe Solemnities, he cries out, As the Hart panteth after the water Brooks, Verſe 1, 2. ſo panteth my ſoul after thee O God. My ſoul thirſteth for God, for the living God, When ſhall I come and appear before God? This, this was the bitterneſs of his exile, the ſaddeſt ſtrain and burden of his lamen­tation. As ſoon therefore as he comes to be poſſeſs'd of peace, as the fruit of thoſe many Victories wherewith Almighty God had Crown'd him,2 Sam. 7.1. He reſolves to per­form his former Vow, and tender it as a Peace-offering to the God of his Salvation. Now the Sovereign pow­er is in his hands, and the Kingdom at his diſpoſal, no­thing ſhall excommunicate him from the viſible ſymbols of Gods gracious preſence.C. 6.16. The City of David ſhall [Page]be the Seat of Gods ſolemn worſhip; and a Tent ſhall be prepared, wherein the ſacred Ark ſhall keep its Reſi­dence; and all Iſrael ſhall be invited to wait upon the Solemnity of its Inthronization; So they brought the Ark of God, &c.
In which words we have three general Parts.
	1. The Tranſportation or Conduct of the Ark: So they brought the Ark of God.
	2. The Situation or placing of it: And (they) ſet it in the midſt of the Tent that David had pitched for it.
	3. The Gratulation or Thankſ-giving for it; And they offered burnt Sacrifices and Peace offerings before God.

The Object of all this Care, this Indeerment and joy, is the Ark of God: Touching which I ſhould give you an account of three things; The Structure; The Fur­niture; And the Signification of it; But of all theſe the great Apoſtle had not leaſure enough to ſpeak particu­larly; no more have I:Heb. 9.5. But I ſhall ſay what may be ſuf­ficient, by way of Introduction to a needful Diſcourſe, for the undeceiving a miſerably-cheated and ſeduced people.
1. For the Structure of the Ark; It was to be of Shittim Wood, a moſt ſolid Wood, that would not putrifie: and that was to be over-laid with beaten Gold; for as God delights in the incorruption and purity of things and perſons Dedicated to his Service; So he de­ſires to make the Monuments of his own Love and Mer­cy everlaſting to us.
It was ſtil'd the Ark of the Covenant, becauſe it con­tained the Law,1 Kings 8.21. which was the Condition upon which God did Eſpouſe that people, and promiſe to make them happy.
2. It was ſtiled The Ark of the Teſtimony, becauſe it [Page]was the Evidence of Gods Will and Counſel; and was ready alſo to make out Evidence and give Teſtimony a­gainſt Tranſgr [...]ſſours.Mendaz. in  [...] Reg. 4.11. p. 202. 2 A. Si quis alicujus ſceler is conſcius accedebat, impunitus non abibat: If any guilty perſon did approach it, it would not let him depart unpuniſhed. When Moſes had made a Conqueſt of the Madianites, he made an order, that amongſt the women that were taken Priſoners,num. 31.17, 18 the Virgins onely ſhould be reprieved from death: But how did they make the diſcrimination? The Hebrews tell us, that, being all preſented before the Ark, the Virgins remained as inviolate as their chaſtity; the reſt were ſtruck with an inviſible violence, and fell before the Majeſtatick preſence of it. And ſuch was the Lote­ry that diſcovered the Theft and Sacriledge committed at Jericho; when all the Iſraelites marched by as innocent and unconcerned, the Ark did deprehend and arreſt the guilty Achan; Joſh. 7.14. he could not quit himſelf of the miracu­lous ſeizure, nor deny this tacite accuſation.
3. It is ſtiled The Ark of God, becauſe God was the Authour and Founder of it; He preſcribed the parts and the matter, the form and the faſhion, the uſe and the ſervice of it; He conferr'd the grace and benefits that did flow from it: This was his Seat Pſal. 99.1., his Habitation Pſal. 74.7., his Court Pſal. 84.10., his Throne Jer. 17.12., his place of reſidence Pſal. 31.20., where he did vouchſafe his gracious preſence, and is therefore dignified with the title of Jehovah Num. 10.35. Pſal. 68.1..
And in re [...]erence to the people Iſrael, this Ark was their Glory, their Strength, their Beauty: The Glory is de­parted from Iſrael, 1 Sam. 4. ſaith the wife of Phineas, when the Ark of God was taken: And the Pſalmiſt ſaith, God de­livered their ſtrength into Captivity, and their beauty into the Enemies hands Pſal. 78.61.. If they wanted direction, here they had the Oracle Exod. 25.22., here they were admitted to confe­rence with God himſelf; There I will meet with thee, [Page](ſaith the Lord to Moſes) and I will commune with thee, from above the Mercy ſeat, from between the two Cheru­bins, which are upon the Ark of the Teſtimony, of all things which I will give thee in Commandment unto the Children of Iſrael. And becauſe they were worthily admired among all Nations for the Laws and Ordinances Deut. 4.6. which they thus received, this might very well be called their Glory; (not to mention the luſtre of the Ark it ſelf, or the ſplendour of Divine Majeſty that appeared in it.) If they wanted protection, here they had an hoſt of Angels, the invincible Chariots of God, to pitch their Tents about them, repreſented by the Cherubins over-ſhadowing the Mercy-ſeat with their outſtretched wings; upon which account the Ark is called their ſtrength: And if they were defiled and wanted pardon, here they had the Pro­pitiatory, and the Mercy-ſeat; and becauſe that ſoul is bleſſed and amiable in Gods eye whoſe ſin is covered and blotted out, therefore the Ark was ſtiled their beauty.
This Ark did adumbrate the Myſtery of the Incarna­tion Nicetus apud Greg. Nazian. Orat. 43. Tho. 1 2 ae. 102.4.6. in Col. 2. Heb. 1.. It was a Type of Chriſt, in whom the courſe wood was overlaid with pure gold, in that the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt in him bodily. He is the Oracle of his Church; for God ſpake to us by his own Son, in whom were hid not the Tables of the Law only, but all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. He is the Mercy-ſeat, and the Propitiatory; for God hath ſet him forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood: Rom. 3.25. And he hath proſtrated Dagon, and cut off his hands and head, 1 Sam. 5.4. in that he hath defeated the deſigns and diſſolved the works of the Devil. In him we have the Cherubins adoring himHeb. 1.6.; and their wings to ſhelter usJohn 1. ult.; The Angels aſ­cending and deſcending upon the Myſtical body of the Son of man, Heb. 1. ult. to miniſter to ſuch as ſhall be Heirs of Sal­vation. He is made unto us wiſdom and righteouſneſs and [Page] ſanctification and redemption, 1 Cor. 1. Luke 1. and is the glory of his peo­ple Iſrael.
2. This Ark is a Type of the Church, Jo. Gerhard, Loc. Com. de leg. Cer. c. 2. Sect. 2. mihi. p. 261. which is the Repoſitory of the holy Scriptures, and the Ordinances of di­vine Worſhip; Where the Angels incamp; where the Counſel of God is revealed; where Mercy and Pardon are diſpenced.
3. This is a Type of the Goſpel Jo. Botſac. prompt. Alle­ger. 1506.1., which is the word of wiſdom, and the mind of Chriſt †; a myſtery which the Angels deſire to look into; and ſo it anſwers to the Ora­cle; It is the pledge of our peace, * 1 Cor. 2.16. 1 Pet. 1.12. the word of Reconcilia­tion; and ſo anſwers to the mercy-Seat: It is the Magazin and Armory, whence we are furniſhed with arms and ſtrength for our Chriſtian warfare: It puts upon us the whole Armour of God, the Shield of faith, the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, the Helmet of ſalvation: This was the Iſraelites Palladium and Sanctuary; It divided the waters of Jordan, demoliſhed the Walls of Jericho, proſtrated Dagon, and redeemed it ſelf out of captivity, when the wicked Iſraelites had expoſed it to the ſcorn and tri­umphs of the uncircumciſed; repreſenting hereby the Majeſty of the Holy Goſpel, which is the power of God unto ſalvation, pulling down ſtrong holds; drying up the inundations of ſin and miſery, which ſtand in our way to Heaven; prompting, and preſſing, and inabling us to work out our own ſalvation: In a word, it did not ſignifie leſs, and it could not well ſignifie more, then God did really exhibit by it; It hallowed every place where it ſtood, and bleſſed every perſon that was qualified to receive a bleſſing from it: This makes David ſo ena­mour'd of it, and all his ſubjects ſo ready to conduct it; So they brought the Ark, &c.
In this Tranſportation or Conduct of the Ark, we have two things to be inquired after: 1. Who they were that [Page]did conduct it? 2. How, or after what manner, they did conduct it?
1. Who they were? The Text ſaith, That David gathered all Iſrael together to Jeruſalem, to bring up the Ark of the Lord unto his place, which he had prepared for it: 1 Chron 15.3, 4, 5. And David aſſembled the children of Aaron and the Levites: So David and the Elders of Iſrael, and the Captains over thouſands, went to bring up the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord. Where we are to conſider, 1. By whoſe Au­thority and example it was Tranſported; By David the King's: 2. Under whoſe Inſpection and Miniſtry; The Prieſts and Levites: 3. With what Train and Atten­dants; Here were the Elders, and the Captains over thouſands, and all their Companies; for there were Thirty thouſand choſen men of Iſrael, 2 Sam. 6 1. when the Ark was to be Carted to the City of David; and ſure there were as many now.
1. By whoſe Authority and Example the Ark was Conducted or Tranſlated;I. The King. The people might not do it of their own head; no nor yet the Elders; they had no Warrant for it; It was done by David's, by the Kings Authority and Example: It was obſerved by the Phi­loſopher, that the King ought to be  [...], the Supreme Governour of things that pertain to divine Worſhip: The Model of this Ark was at firſt given by God to Moſes; it was his Concern to ſee it made, being the Supreme Governour; and David's to ſee it kept. The higheſt Honour the Royal Office entitles Princes to, is, to be Defenders of the Faith; Indeed Princes may do much to the advantage of Religion, as well by the en­couragement of their Example, as by their Authority; and it is their intereſt to do their uttermoſt; for,1. Sam. 2. Thoſe that honour me will I honour, ſaith the Lord; And it is ſaid of Lycurgus, that he commanded nothing in his [Page]Laws that he did not confirm by his example; and of Ageſilaus, it is ſaid, that he firſt of all performed that himſelf which he did injoin to others; and David will not only make one, but lead the Dance in this holy So­lemnity; and invite others by the force of his example; I will bleſs the Lord at all times; His praiſe ſhall continu­ally be in my mouth: Pſal. 34.1, 2, 3. My ſoul ſhall make her boaſt of the Lord: The humble ſhall hear thereof and be glad: O magnifie the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together: When ſuch eminent perſons ſhall advance the Standard of Piety,Ecclus. 10.2: a plentiful train will follow: As the Judge of the people is himſelf, ſo are his Officers; and what manner of man the Ruler of the City is, ſuch are all they that dwell therein: But the ill preſident findes moſt followers; men learn ſooneſt to write after a foul Copy; Good examples, for the moſt part, gain more reverence then imitation: It is not enough therefore for a Prince to commend Piety by his Example; old Eli did ſo much; He muſt Imprint it by the Royal Stamp of his Authority: And to go regularly to work, he muſt in the firſt place, exerciſe his Authority in ſetling the Hierarchy of the Church, under whoſe inſpection and Miniſtry the Ark is to be conducted; and thus did Da­vid, 1 Chron. 15.11, 12. And David called for Zadok and Abiathar, the Prieſts, and for the Levites; for Uriel, Aſaiah and Joel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Aminadab, And ſaid unto them, Ye are the chief of the Fathers of the Levites; ſanctifie your ſelves both, ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up the Ark of the Lord God of Iſrael unto the place that I have prepared for it.
II. The Hierarchy of Prieſts and Levites.This was the Hierarchy under whoſe Inſpection and Miniſtry the ſervice of the Ark was to be accompliſhed; wherein three things are conſiderable. 1. Their Conſe­cration and Sanctity. 2. Their Subordination and Inequa­lity. 3. Their Regulation and Conformity.
[Page]
1. Of their Conſecration and Sanctity: It was not enough for them to be of the Tribe of Levi, (though God had taken that Tribe inſtead of the firſt-born Numb. 3.6. with 12. of every Family, to miniſter unto him) there was a ſolemn ſeparation of their perſons to the ſacred Office: They were to be ſolemnly Anointed, Conſecrated and Hallowed, to miniſter in the Prieſts OfficeExod. 19.1. Numb. 3.3.: and the Levites were to be cleanſed & ſolemnly dedicated before the Lord, that they might execute the ſervice of the LordNumb. 8.3. & 11.; and this was required indiſpenſably, under pain of deathNumb. 3.10.: And beſides this Conſecration of their perſons, there was a prefatory ſanctifying, by way of preparation unto the addreſs, before they did officiate, 1 Chron. 15.14. So the Prieſts and Levites ſanctified themſelves to bring up the Ark of the Lord God of Iſrael.
2. For their Subordination and Inequality; this com­menced with the Ark it ſelf, by Gods own immediate Order: Aaron, as a Type of Chriſt, was head of all; but Eleazar and Ithamar (no ſuch Types (to be ſure) in Aarons life time) though under him, had very large ju­risdictions; all the Levites were under their inſpection and command, Numb. 3.4.
Beſides the family of Aaron, there were the Families of Cohath, Gerſhon, and Merari: Of Cohath there were four Families, and each family had its Chief, or Ruler; and over all theſe was Elizaphan Numb. 3.30.: Of Gerſhon there were two families; and each of them had its head; and over both theſe was Eliaſaph Numb. 3.24.: Of Merari were two families; and each of them had its hiad; and over theſe was Zuri­el Ib. verſ. 35.: Now all the Gerſhonites, with their Heads or Preſi­dents, which were 2630. And all the Merarites, with their Guides or Preſidents, which were 3200. were un­der Ithamars inſpection, Numb 4.28. & 33. Eleazar had his own family, with the Fathers and Heads thereof: [Page]And the Cohathites, with the Rulers thereof (in number 2750.) as his peculiar Dioceſs: But beſides this, he had a general jurisdiction over all the reſt; He was Primate (under Aaron) over 8580. Prieſts and Levites; and therefore he is ſtiled Princeps Principum, or Prelatus Pre­latorum; the Prelate of the Prelates, or, which is all one, Chief over the Chief, Numb. 3.32. And all matters that belonged to the ſervice of God were generally un­der his care and inſpection, Numb. 4.16.
This Subordination and Inequality did continue to the days of David, as appears in the place before mention­ed, 1 Chron. 15.11, 12. Zadok and Abiathar, the Prieſts, were above all the Heads of Levites; and there was an inequality between the two Prieſts too; Abiathar attend­ed the Ark at Jeruſalem, 2 Sam. 15.29. 2 Chro. 16.39. the higher function; and Za­dok, the Tabernacle at Gibeon. There was a firſt and ſecond even amongſt the high Prieſts, 2 Kings 25.18. And how exactly David ſetled this Hierarchy in its ſtate of Subordination and Inequality, (when 38000. were put into 24. Courſes, under ſo many Preſidents; and all theſe under the Jurisdiction and Government of Za­dok and Ahimelech) you may finde at large, 1 Chron. 23, 24, 25, & 26. Chapters; more particularly and con­ciſely, 1 Chron. 24.3, 4, & 5. verſes. The Governours of the Sanctuary, and of the Houſe of God, were of the Sons of Eleazar, and of the Sons of Ithamar; and the Offices we [...]e diſtributed for the ſacred ſervice: But of the Sons of Eleazar there were ſixteen Chiefs under Za­dok; and but eight of the Sons of Ithamar under Ahime­lech: This leads us to
3. Their Regulation and Conformity: The Prieſts in their Courſes applied themſelves to their ſervice; and the Levites to their Charges, to praiſe and miniſter be­fore the Prieſts,2 Chron. 8.14. as the duty of every day required: Not [Page]a Non-Conformiſt amongſt them: What part of the holy Function was aſſign'd them they carefully obſerved, and kept their ſtation and decorum exactly according to the tenour of the ſacred Canon: And that they might have no incouragement or pretence to do otherwiſe, this Hierarchy of the Church was ſupported by a double pro­viſion: 1. Of Maintenance. 2. Of Diſcipline.
1. Their Maintenance did not depend upon the libe­rality of the people; they had an honourable allowance ſetled by Law, by a divine, inviolable right; So that they had no temptation to hurry the Ark after the humour of the people; to gratifie either their needs or their ava­rice; Having the Lord for their portion, they diſdain'd, with a generous contempt, to betray the honour and in­tereſt of the Ark, or the confidence and good meaning of well diſpoſed people, to gain the little impoſts and bri­bery, and filthy lucre: And
2. In caſe of Exorbitancy, there was a Coercive pow­er in that Hierarchy, to puniſh the diſorderly perſon, ac­cording to the quality of his offence; not only with ſpi­ritual penalties, as ſuſpenſion from the holy FunctionFzra 2.62., and Excommunication from the holy Offices of the ChurchEzr. 10.8. John 12.42.; but with corporal puniſhments alſo, as impri­ſonment Jer. 10.2. Cap. 29; 26.; and in ſome caſes, with pain of death Deut. 17.12:: This Maintenance and Diſcipline kept up Order and Conformity amongſt them: So tha [...] under the Authority and influ­ence of David, the King, you have the Prieſts and Le­vites marſhalled, the Hierarchy of the Chu [...]ch ready to attend the proceſſion and ſolemn ſervice of the Ark.
III. The Train and Attendants.But a private Office, perform'd by the Prieſt and Le­vite, or the Prieſt and his Clerk, will not ſerve Davids turn; He muſt h [...]ve the Ark conducted in ſuch an Equi­page as becomes the divine Majeſty it repreſented; and to this end he ſummon'd h [...] Elders and Captains, and [Page]the choſen men of Iſrael, to make up a Train of Atten­dants for this great Solemnity.
Firſt, nicet. in Greg. Naz. Orat. 19. The Elders; Chriſts Government differs from that of other Princes; The Government was upon his ſhoulders; but the Government is too great a burden for the feeble ſhoulders of other Princes; Moſe's ſhoul­ders did ſhrink under it: They are glad therefore of Auxiliaries to aſſiſt them; and ſuch are their Elders and their Captains: But judgement is to be uſed in the choice of Theſe; For in the Machina or Engine of Politie, the lower Wheels, to which the people are more immedi­ately affixed, have the ſtrongeſt impulſe into their mo­tion: The great Wheel of Sovereign Authority, let it move never ſo orderly, if the motion of ſubordinate Ma­giſtrates be irregular, the force of their ill example will have a more powerful influence upon the people, and carry their inclinations after it: Hereupon Jethro advi­ſeth Moſes to make choice of men fearing God, to be ſub­ordinate Magiſtrates; and David exhorteth not only Kings in their own perſons, but ſuch as are put in Autho­rity under them, Pſal. 2. Be wiſe now therefore O ye Kings, be inſtructed ye that are Judges of the earth, ſerve the Lord with fear; and kiſs the Son leſt he be angry: Princes are the more concern'd to have an eye to Piety and virtue in their Officers; becauſe the people think, for the moſt part, that they may read the Princes inclinations in their practiſesSyrae. 10.1.: Spots in the Sun and Moon are better diſco­vered by obſerving them in their Reflexes and Images in the water, then by looking upon their own bodies in their Motions: In conſideration whereof, as well for reaſon of ſta [...]e as conſcience, David might reſolve as he doth, Pſal 101.6. Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: He that walketh in a perfect way, he ſhall ſerve me; It is to be preſumed, that [Page]as it was in Ezekiels Viſion;Cap. 1. theſe Wheels of Subordinate Governours do move according to the motion of the Spirit that is in the living Creature, the original and vital Fountain of Authority. God takes of the ſpirit of Moſes, and puts it upon thoſe Elders that were to ſhare with him in the burden of the Government under him; Some other giddy ſpirit might have put the who [...]e frame of Govern­ment into diſorder and confuſion; but being acted by the ſame ſpirit with Moſes, they aime at the ſame end, and carry on the ſame deſigne, to Gods glory and the well-fare of the people;numb. 11.25. Lopid. 16. When the ſpirit of Moſes reſted upon them, they Propheſied and did not ceaſe; that is, Ex Dei inſtinctu Deum, De [...]  (que) laudes celebrabant; they were inſpired to celebrate the praiſes of the Almighty. The Elders that Rule well under a pious Prince, they do cor­reſpond and comply with him in his Devotions; as thoſe Elders in the Revelation did with the four Beaſts; (which are conceived to be the four Evangeliſts) when thoſe Beaſts gave glory and honour to him that ſate upon the Throne, Then the twenty four Elders fell down before him that ſate upon the Throne, Revel. 4.9, 10. and worſhipped him that liveth for ever and ever: Such were theſe Elders here, they did comply with David to attend the Ark in this Solemn Proceſſion.
And ſo did the Captains too; not for faſhion ſake,3. The Captains? I wiſt, or meerly to pay a civil homage to their Prince, (like Naaman, when he went into the houſe of Rimmon) but out of devotion; For Souldiers may be Religious; we read of one Centurion that had a prodigious faith; I have not found ſo great faith no not in Iſrael; of another commended for his worthy piety; He loveth our nati­on, and hath built us a Synagogue; of another whoſe de­votions ſoared ſo high upon the wings of his almes and faſting, Acts 10. that they procured him an extraordinary viſita­tion [Page]of kindneſs from Almighty God: Souldiers are the ſinews of a Kingdom; if they be lax and diſſolute through intemperance and effeminacy, the ſtate of that Kingdom is but feeble; if they be cut aſunder by Factions and Diviſions, it has no ſtrength at all, but enough to enable it to tumble and wallow in its own gore. To ſtrengthen theſe ſinewes there is no ſuch Anodyne as Re­ligion; and indeed, if Souldiers be not Religious, how will they ſerve their Prince, either for the Lords ſake, or for conſcience ſake? Atheiſm cancels the two ſtrongeſt ob­ligations of a ſubjects duty and Allegiance: Gallantry will carry but few to the Gates of death for the ſafety and honour of their Prince; and if intereſt be all the en­gagement he hath upon his Souldiers, that may be bought off; the beſt Exchequer, the fulleſt Purſe will carry it: If his Captains be not Religious, the Prince cannot be ſo confident of their fidelity, to be ſure not of their valour and ſucceſs; for through faith the ſervants of God waxed valiant in fight, Heb. 11.33, 34. put to flight the Armies of the aliens, and ſubdued Kingdoms; They got not the victory through their own ſtrength, neither was it their own arme that ſaved them; but it was the aid and favour of the Daity whom they adored: Hereupon the Pſalmiſt ſaith, I will not truſt in my bow, it is not my Sword that ſhall help me; but it is thou (O God) that ſaveſt me, and putteſt them to confuſion that hate me: Non eripio Magiſtratui ar­ma, Typotius de Sa­lut. Reipub. p. 242. non praecido Conſilia. His enim Reſp. ſtat, illis defen­ditur: I do not diſarm the Magiſtrate of his Militia, nor cut off his Counſel; for the Common-weal is upheld by the one, and defended by the other. At quovis rerum Statu abſ (que) Dei Numine nihil recte geritur; deſperatis re­bus, quid ſubſidii reliquum eſt, Si non Deus praepotens at (que) immortalis? In the beſt ſtate of things nothing is well done without Gods aſſiſtance; but when things are [Page]grown deſperate, what Anchor to hold is ſteady? what Sanctuary to flee to but only the defence of the Almigh­ty? Some put their truſt in Chariots, and ſome in Hor­ſes, but we will remember the name of the Lord our God. They are brought down and fall'n, but we are riſen and ſtand upright; Pſal. 20.7; 8, David therefore will have no Souldiers to be of his Guard, but ſuch a [...] have a devotion for the Ark of God: And where there is ſuch a Prince after Gods own heart,  [...]uch a conformable Prieſthood, ſuch Religious Elders, ſuch devout and zealous Souldiers, we may be confident of an orderly, well-affected people; for it is the Irregular Prieſt, and the Seditious Elder, and the Factious Souldier, that does diſtract and imbroil a King­dom, and fill it with diſorder and confuſion. In a word, to ſhut up this Scene of our Diſcourſe; When a Prince comes newly to his Throne and the poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, all Degrees and Orders of men, under his Dominion, addreſs themſelves, to make their recogniti­on of his Authority, and pay their homage to him. Why, now the Ark of God was a going to be inthroned in Sion, and take poſſeſſion, as it were, of its Kingdom; and therefore David will have all his Subjects, of what rank or quality ſoever, preſent themſelves to acknowledge and perform their reſpective Duty; the Prieſts to devote their zeal and diligence; the Elders their Counſel and Autho­rity; the Captains their ſtrength and valour; and all the people their fidelity and obedience, to the Royal Prero­gative thereof. Thus we have given you an account of the firſt Quaere, who they were that did Tranſport or Conduct this Ark, in this pregnant Relative, They; So They brought.
2. How they did Tranſport and Conduct it? 1. With what Carriage or Inſtruments? 2. With what Pomp and Solemnity? (in which (as in the other general parts that [Page]are to follow) I muſt be more brief, that I may come timely to the pitch of my deſigne, the Application.)
1. With what Carriage and Inſtruments? To ſet the Ark of the Covenant upon a Cart, and commit it to the blind conduct of a pair of Kine, was ſomewhat tolerable in the Philiſtims, who had no Prieſts that were rightly dedicated to the moſt high God: And they had ſo much reverence to it, as to ſet it upon a Cart that had not been over-worn in the ſervice of the world, in the drudgery of their ſecular imployments; a new Cart will leſs pro­fane it then the ſhoulders of an old uncircumciſed Phi­liſtine: They had ſo much care and reverence too, as to commit it to the conduct of ſuch Kine, as being ſent from their Calves, would be ſure not to hurry it on too faſt, to run it into the danger of an utter over-throw: It might have fall'n into the hands of ſome men much more raſh, unreaſonable, and head-ſtrong: But yet, that this new Cart and thoſe Kine ſhould carry it as they did, was not without a miracle, as the Learned think. When the Ark is within the confines of Iſrael, where there are Prieſts anointed and hallowed to attend upon it, to Cart it then, whether out of ſloth, or negligence, out of irreverence or careleſneſs, out of Faction or In­conformity, is ſuch an intolerable contempt and propha­nation, as God will not let go unpuniſhed. David doth acknowledge that the breach which was made upon them by the death of Uzzah, was for this diſorder, (1 Chron. 15.13. for God will have things performed in their due or­der in his ſervice) and that affl [...]ction was an inſtruction to him; and made him apprehend that none ought to carry the Ark but the Prieſts and Levites 1 Chron. 15.2. & 2 Chron. 5, 4, 5. and Joſh. 3.6., whom the Lord had choſen for that Miniſtry; And well might they undertake it; for the Ark of God was not like the Idols of Egypt, a burden to the weary Beaſt Iſa. 46.1.: it did not oppreſs [Page]or wring the Prieſts ſhoulders; for, the Text ſaith, The Lord helped them to bear it, 1 Chron. 15.26. Such is Gods goodneſs, if we will but ſeriouſly endeavour it, we can­not want a ſufficient aſſiſtance to perform our expe [...]ted duty. Thus you ſee with what Carriage or Inſtruments the Ark was tranſported. But
2. With what pomp and ſolemnity; and of this, we may obſerve that it was very great, but withal very pi­ous, very decent, very delightful, and very cordial. 1. A pious ſolemnity; It began with an accuſtomed Form of Prayer; for ſo Moſes had taught them, when the Ark ad­vanced, to ſay,Num. 10.3 [...]. Riſe Lord, and let thine enemies be ſcat­tered. To their Prayers they added Sacrifice, Pſal. 68.1, 2. 1 Chron. 15.26. A Sacrifice of thanksgiving, that God did vouchſafe not only to ſpare the Levites, whereas he had ſmitten Uzzah; but alſo to aſsiſt them in their Miniſtry; and that their devotions might be the more rational, they make them intelligible by a Pſalm of praiſe newly penn'd, on purpoſe to adorn the pomp of this ſolemnity, 1 Chron. 16.7. &c.
2. It was a decent Solemnity; 1 Chron. 15.27 for David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare the Ark, and the Singers, and Chenaniah the Maſter of the Song, with the Singers; David alſo had upon him an Ephod of linen. See Eng. Annor. on Judg. 8.27. 1 Sam. 2.18. & on 2 Sam. 6.14. The Ephod was an habit appropriated to Gods Service: And there were two ſorts of them; one very rich and coſtly, peculiar to the High-Prieſt, made of blew, purple, ſcarlet, and twined linen, cunningly wrought and embroidered with gold, of which, Exod. 28.4, 6. the other was a veſtment of linen for Prieſts and Levites, which others might freely uſe alſo (though we finde it no where preſcribed to them;) and ſuch a one David uſed at this time, (ſay the Engliſh Annotators) not only as being more light and fit for motion,on 2 Sam. 6.14. but alſo to ſhew his devoti­on[Page]in his religious Service. Here was decency, and a ſig­nification of devotion in the uſe of this garment; (I pray obſerve, and carry that home with you) and hereupon the Votaries of the Lamb of God are repreſented to St John, See. Dr. Ham. Notes upon Rev. 19.8. as celebrating the ſolemn Service of God in the Chriſtian Church in this habit, Revel. 19.
3. It was a delightful Solemnity: For, There was ſhout­ing, and the ſound of the Cornet, and Trumpets and Cym­bals, making a noiſe with Pſalteries and Harps, 1 Chron. 15.28. God requires that his people ſhould ſerve him with joy and gladneſs Deut. 28.47.; and as well to blow up and in­flame that ſacred fire, as to entertain and diſcover it, he allows the uſe of theſe bellows, Muſical Inſtruments, as well as Voices. When our melody is ſpiritual, and does not degenerate into carnality and looſeneſs; when the Holy Ghoſt is the Maſter of the Muſick, it is ſo great an ad­vantage to our devotions, that we are exhorted, even under the New Teſtament, John. 4. (where all the Worſhip of God is to be performed in Spirit and in Truth) even here, under the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, we are ex­horted to uſe it, to raiſe up our devotions, to the edifica­tion of our ſelves and others:Eph. 5.18, 19. Col. 3.16. Be not drunk with wine wherein is exceſs, but be filled with the Spirit: ſpeaking to your ſelves, and admoniſhing others in Pſalms and Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, ſinging (with your voice) and making melody (with muſical inſtruments) with grace in your hearts unto the Lord. And accordingly,
4. This was a cordial Solemnity. There are a ſort of men in the world, ſo raſh, ſo uncharitable, ſo cenſorious, that they condemn all the Service that is performed to Almighty God with pomp and ceremony, or any ſhew of ſolemnity, as meerly formal and hypocritical. Let the practice of David upon this occaſion confute their vain and falſe imaginations. It is a contradiction to ſay, the [Page]more there is of delight, the leſs there is of the ſoul in any ſervice. David perform'd this duty not only with joy and gladneſs 1 Chron. 15.25. 2 Sam. 6.12., but with all his might; and the holy extaſies of his ſoul cauſed a religious tranſportation and rapture in his body in theſe exerciſes; for he danced be­fore the Lord with all his might 2 Sam. 6.14.: When his heart danced ſo for joy, his body could not chuſe but ſympathiz [...] in the paſſion, and dance in grave and comely meaſu [...]es with it: My heart and my fleſh cryeth out for the living God, Pſal. 84.2. When I went with the multitude into the houſe of God, I poured out my ſoul in me, ſaith he, Pſal. 42.4. i. e. I emptied my ſelf of all earthly and carnal delights,Bellar. ad haec verba Pſalmi. that I might be filled with the pleaſures of Gods houſe; I expatiated and enlarged my deſires and faculties, that I might be capable to receive the influences of ſo great a bleſſing. His body was in the dance with the decency of an Ephod; but his very heart and ſoul were in the joy of this holy proceſſion; ſo cordial and ſo delightful, ſo de­cent and ſo pious was this Solemnity. And thus we have done with the firſt general part of the Text, the Tranſ­portation or Conduct of the Ark; So they brought the Ark of God: We come now to the ſecond.
2. The ſcituation of it: And they ſet it in the Tent that David had pitched for it. This was in the City of David, a part of Jeruſalem, 2 Sam. 6.12. where the Court was kept: David knew there was need of a ſovereign Amulet againſt thoſe temptations that do uſually  [...]aunt and follow greatneſs: The ſplendour of a Court might poſſibly dazzle his eyes and make him forget his duty; 'tis good therefore to have the light thereof eclipſed by the greater ſplendour of a divine Majeſty. The bands of Religion may be drawn ſo cloſe and tyed ſo faſt about his ſoul upon the frequent ſight of ſuch a ſacred Shrine as the Ark was, that nothing could eaſily puff it up, or make his ſpirits [Page]flye out into diſſolution: The ſight of this was apt to ſtrike the heart with awe and reverence.
2. But beſides, David was certainly inform'd that the preſence of the Ark had brought ſignal bleſsings, evidences of Gods favour, upon the Family of Obed-Edom; and why ſhould not he endeavour to ſhare in the benefit, who had at leaſt as good a Title as Obed-Edom to the Ark it ſelf?1 Cor. 12.31. To covet the beſt gifts, and that ear­neſtly is a very commendable part of our duty: To hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, after ſpiritual bleſ­ſings, is a holy thirſt and hunger: To be ambitious to be had in favour and in honour1 Chron. 17.18. with the Divine Majeſty, is a good ambition.
3. If the Ark were ſeated here (in the City of Da­vid) whither the Tribes aſcended for civil Juſtice, they might very commodiouſly receive the myſteries of Reli­gion adminiſtred together with it; and the bleſsings that ſhould be derived from the ſalutary preſence of the Ark upon the Royal Family, would be of a more general concernment, like a fruitful inundation, which having its ſource from the top of ſome high mountain, waters all the vallies round about.
2. David had here prepared for the Ark; and there­fore it is ſaid,2 Sam. 6.17. impoſuerunt eam in loco ſuo, they ſet it in his own place: For when a man paſſeth a ſurrender of any Thing or Place to the uſe of Almighty God, and appro­priates it to his Worſhip by the act of a ſolemn dedicati­on, God accepts of it, ownes it, calls it his, and makes it holy; holy always, in relation, by his gracious accepta­tion of it, and holy ſometimes, by a gracious manifeſtati­on of his preſence in it; and then it is to be reverenced, not to be alienated, or converted unto any profane or common uſe. To this purpoſe we have theſe expreſsi­ons in Holy Scripture; Go to my place which was in Shi­lo,[Page]where I put my name at the firſt, Jer. 7.12. My houſe ſhall be called the houſe of prayer: Mat. 21.13. Keep my Sabbathes and reverence my Sanctuary; Levit. 19.30. Put off thy ſhooes from off thy feet, for the place where thou ſtandeſt is holy ground, Exod. 3.5. to which alludes, Keep thy foot when thou comeſt into the houſe of God, Eccleſ. 5.1.
Becauſe the Ark had been placed in this City of Da­vid, and ſo had hallowed it, Solomon thinks it not fit, thinks it would be a prophanation, to convert it into a Court for Pharaoh's Daughter, though his royal conſort, 2 Chron, 8.11. And our Saviours zeal was ſo ſtrict in this point, he would not ſuffer any of them to carry their common Veſſels thorow any part of the Temple, Mark 11.16. Have ye not houſes to eat and to drink in, ſaith the A­poſtle, to ſuch as prophaned the place of Gods worſhip, with intemperance, or deſpiſe ye the Church of God? 1 Cor. 11.22.
3. In the Tent, or Tabernacle, which David had pitched. 2 Sam. 6.17. David did not make choice of a Tabernacle to ſave charges. He was aſham'd to ſee himſelf live in more State, in reſpect of habitation, then God did; to ſee himſelf lodged in a Palace of Cedar, and the Ark be­tween courſe Curtains: out of zeal therefore, he deſign­ed a Houſe for the Lord, a Houſe that ſhould be exceed­ing magnifical, of fame and glory among all Countries, 1 Chro. 22.5. and although this was but a piece of will-worſhip in him, having as yet received no command or or­der, 2 Sam. 7.7. 1 Chro. 17.6. no direction or intimation for it; yet God accepts of this pious intendment, 1 Kings 8.18. and, ſince David had intertain'd the thoughts of a Temple, God would have it ſuch a Temple (to honour the zeal of his deſigns) as ſhould be a type of heaven, a type of the Church triumphant; Rev. 11.19. but then, though he had piouſly contri­ved [Page]it, David muſt not be allowed to build it;1 Chron. 22.6, to 10. for Da­vid was a man of war, and heaven is to be prepared for us by the Prince of Peace; this work therefore muſt be reſerved for Solomon. But for the Church militant, re­preſented by a Tabernacle, Rev. 21.2, 3. always in a moveable po­ſture, ſubject to ſtorms and deportations, a warlike Prince may protect and ſhelter, endow and adorn that, after this example of King David, who pitch'd a tent for the Ark of God.
And now the Ark is brought under Davids roof, I hope the Proverb is not verified in him; The neerer to Church, the further from God; I hope it is not for State and Pomp that he deſigns this neighbourhood Beati qui me­rentur proximi eſſe Dco. Sed memento quod Scriptum eſt, qui approxi­mant mihi, ap­proximant ig­ni. Origen. ſuper Jeſ. Nav. Hom. 4. k. with the Almighty: No, no, it is that he may gain an opportu­nity at hand, to celebrate the ſolemn ſervice of God; which he doth therefore religiouſly hanſel, with the Sa­crifice of a dutiful gratulation; for [they offered burnt ſacrifices and peace-offerings before God,] which is the laſt part of my Text.
To be poſſeſs'd of God, to ſit under the ſhadow of his wings, to communicate in the Ordinances of his wor­ſhip, and imbibe the influences of his Miniſtry, what an ineffable bleſſing! how much this Prince and People valued this injoyment; how much their hearts were ra­viſh'd with their ſucceſs in this happy ſettlement, we may collect from their oblations; which were the beſt the Le­vitical Law had recommended; God did require, he did expect no better from them.
We may take a threefold view of them. 1. In their nature or kind: Burnt ſacrifices; what they were; peace-offerings, what they were: 2. In their conjuncture and aſſociation; burnt ſacrifices and peace-offerings, together: 3. In their ſubordination and order; firſt, burnt ſacri­fices, and then, peace-offerings, before God.
[Page]
1. For their kind and nature: the burnt ſacrifice was to be of the beſt in its kind; a male and without blemiſh; and (that I may, in brief, give you the Hiſtory, and the Myſtery, and the Morality of it) it was ſtiled a Holocauſt; becauſe herein neither the Prieſt, nor the party that made the oblation, was to have any ſhare; but it was wholly to be conſumed by the ſacred fire, that it might aſcend up in flames, in reverence to the moſt high God.
It was a Teſtification of Gods Supream Dominion over them; and ſo it was deſigned to make an acknowledge­ment of his Sovereignty to honour him; and it was a Recognition of their ſubjection, and dependency; and ſo it was deſigned, to make an atonement, to render him placid and gracious.
The Offerer was to lay his hand upon the head of the Sacrifice to this effect, Levit. 1.4. He ſhall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering, and it ſhall be accepted for him, to make atonement for him. By this Rite and Ceremony (of laying the hand upon the head of the Sacri­fice) 1. He did transfer all his intereſt in it upon God, and dedicated it intirely to Gods honour.Manuum impo­ſitio ſymbolum oblationis crat, & teſtimonium reatus in hoſti­am tranſlati. Euſeb. apud La­pid. in Lev. 1.4. 2. He did hereby transfer the guilt of his own ſin upon the Sacri­fice, and devoted it, in his own head, to the wrath of God, for that guilt. 3. He did transfer the propriety and intereſt that he had in himſelf, and reſign'd it up, for the future, to Gods ſervice. This was the ſignification of that Rite and Ceremony.
But there is a Myſtery beſides in this ſacrifice; it was a Type and prefiguration of the ſpotleſs Lamb of God, who gave himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God, Epheſ. 5.2. for a ſweet ſmelling Savour.
And a twofold end was aim'd at in that oblation; 1. Gods Honour, 2. Our Atonement; for he did glo­rifie[Page]God; John 17.4. and was the propitiation for our ſins 1 John 2.2..
And if David offer'd ſuch a ſacrifice to God, to ſhut up this great ſolemnity, it may teach us modeſty and cau­tion; not to be too confident, not to relie upon the worth of our own performances: but to ſuſpect their imperfection, and our own failing in them. Job was afraid his ſons might take a ſurfeit of pleaſures in the freedom of their hoſpitable entertainment of one ano­ther; and therefore his care and piety did always apply a burnt offering to them for an Antidote, Job 1.5. it is not good to be too confident; verebar omnia opera mea; I was jealous of all my works, ſaith Job, Job 9.28. we may be ſurprized in our devotion; there may be iniquity in our holy things. Our ſpiritual ſacrifices do not always aſcend in ſo pure a flame, but ſome cloud may darken them. It is the Angels Additional incenſe offer'd up with the prayers of the Saints, Rev. 8: 3, 4. upon the golden Altar, that makes them aſcend like an acceptable perfume before the throne of God. David perform'd this ſervice for the Ark of God with a moſt exquiſite devotion: but leſt ſome dead fly ſhould be blown accidentally into this pot of precious oyntment, leſt ſome circumſtantial miſcarri­age ſhould have ſullied the beauty, and blemiſhed the per­fection, and abated the worth of it, he addes the cauti­onary atonement of a burnt ſacrifice.
But, 2. if you look upon this Sacrifice, as deſigned to the honour of the Divine Majeſty, abſtracted from all conſideration of making him propitious to the offerer; then it courts our devotions with this inſinuation, that we are not our own; God hath an abſolute dominion over us; and therefore we are wholly at his ſervice, and ought to reſign our ſelves up intirely to his diſpoſal; that no creature may ſhare in that divine honour, which we ſo deſervedly ow, and ſhould as worthily render to him; for his glory he will not give unto another.
[Page]
2. The Peace-offering was a Sacrifice, whereof the blood and the fat went to the Altar God was to have the fat that grew about the inwards, the Kidnies, with the Caule that covered the Li­ver, Lev. 3.3, 4.; the breaſt and the right ſhoulder to the Prieſt; the reſt was to be eaten by the Offer­er. In this, the Prieſt and the people did communica [...]e with God, and with one another, like friends feaſting toge­ther upon one and the ſame ſtock of entertainment. This oblation was offer'd, either by way of gratulation and thanks, for ſome benefit already receivedLev. 7.12; & 16., (according to ſome former vow, voluntarily made to that purpoſe;) of which the Pſalmiſt ſpeaketh, Pſal. 116.12, 13, 14. What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me? I will take the cup of ſalvation, The firſt ex grato animo. The ſecond ex ſpe impetrandi. Ainſw. Not. ad Pſal. 116.13. and call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto the Lord: now in the preſence of all his people. This cup was an attendant upon this oblation; for of the peace-offering they did communicate, and rejoyce before the Lord, and took a cup of wine, which was called the cup of ſalvation and the cup of bleſsing; becauſe they gave ſolemn thanks, and bleſſed God for his ſaving health and benefits.
Or, 2.Gerhard, Loc. Com de leg. Cer. c. 2 §. 2. Thom. 12. q. 102 ar. 3.8. Ex de­bito beneficii, vel accipiendi, vel accepti. This oblation was offer'd by way of Vote and Option for ſome enſuing favour. The Iſraelites had a juſt cauſe, but very ill ſucceſs, in their expedition a­gainſt the Benjamites. They received two defeats with the loſs of 40000 men; but that they might prevail with God to aſſiſt and proſper them in their nex [...] engagement, They came unto the houſe of God and wept, and ſate there before the Lord, and faſted that day until Even, and offered burnt offerings and peace-offerings before the Lord, Judg. 20.26. and ſo 1 Chron. 21.26. her the deſign in theſe oblations, was to make atonement, and prevail for future peace and ſalvation.
And methinks, in the very nature of theſe offerings there is an inſinuation of the neceſſity of our perſeve­rance, and of Gods continual grace and aſſiſtance to that [Page]effect. The very ſame oblation was offer'd not only by way of gratulation, in thankfulneſs, for a benefit alrea­dy paſt, but alſo by way of vow, for the impetration of one to come. When we arrive at heaven, our ſacrifices ſhall be nothing elſe but the adoration of acknowledge­ments in a way of praiſe and thankſgiving: but while we are Militant here on earth, our praiſes are to be attended with atonement, and our thankſgivings with Litanies and ſupplications. We muſt not think that we have the goal preſently, becauſe  [...]e have Gods bleſſing and aſ­ſiſtance at our ſetting forth. We may begin well, and yet fall ſhort of the mark; we may run, for a fit, a heat or two, and yet loſe the prize: it is perſeverance that wins the Crown; and Gods grace that enables us to hold out to the attainment of it. The deſign of our peace-of­ferings therefore muſt be, not only to acknowledge the mercy of God, that did prevent us; but alſo to engage Unde, Pſal. 116.13. I will take the cup of ſalvation: and I will call upon the name of the Lord. his favour, that it may follow us, all the days of our lives; and ſuch were theſe oblations in the Text; they offer'd burnt ſacrifices; they offer'd peace-offerings, before the Lord. This for the nature and kind of their obla­tions.
2. For the aſſociation and conjuncture of them: Burnt ſacrifices, and peace-offerings; God is to be adored and worſhipped, for his own ſake, out of reverence to his ex­cellent Majeſty; this is ſignified by the burnt ſacrifice; Hujuſmodi enim ſacrifici­um offe [...]  [...]batur Deo ſpecialiter ad reverentiam majeſtatis ipſi­us, &c. Thom. ubi ſup [...]a. and he is to be adored and worſhipped, out of Grati­tude for his goodneſs towards us; this is ſignified by the peace-offering. The firſt is to give him praiſe; The ſe­cond, to give him thanks; and whoſe offereth me praiſe and thanks he honoureth me, Pſal. 50. they are put both together there in the Pſalm, and here upon the Altar. We muſt be mindful to acknowledge and honour God; and we muſt be mindful to relieve and ſave our ſelves; [Page]but Gods glory is to be ſought in the firſt place; our own advantage in the ſecond, and in a way of ſubordination to it. The burnt ſacrifice firſt, and then the peace-offer­ing to ſecond it; that is the third, the Order in theſe Ob­lations. Gods intereſt muſt be prefer'd before our own; his glory before our ſalvation; and becauſe God heareth not ſinners, the atonement ſhould be made firſt, to re­concile our perſons, that our ſervices of gratitude may find a gracious acceptation. Hence the Pſalmiſt;Pſal. 51.7, 9, 14, 19. Purge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean; hide thy face from my ſins, and blot out all mine iniquities: Deliver me from blood-guiltineſs; and then, Cum ego per­fecte  [...]eparatus & justificatus fuero. Bellar. in Pſal. 50. when my atonement is thus made, then ſhalt thou be pleaſed with the ſacrifices of right couſneſs.
And if they be offer'd up in the memory and virtue of Chriſt, that great Holocauſt, through him, God will ac­cept both of us and of our offerings; which are no other­wiſe acceptable unto eternal life, but only through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.
And the Royal Prophet could not chuſe but remem­ber him in this ſolemnity; for as well the Ark as the ſa­crifice was a Type of him; and ſo they brought the Ark of God into the City of David, and ſet it in his place, in the tent which David had pitched for it; and they offered burnt ſacrifices and peace-offerings before God. Would you know Davids inducements to perform all this ſer­vice for the Ark? they were four; his need of it, his love to it, his intereſt in it, and his advantage by it.
1. His need of it; and that we find him the more ſen­ſible of, in his exile from it; (as men, for the moſt part do, Magis carendo quàm fruendo, they underſtand the uſefulneſs of things better by the want of them, then by their enjoyment;) here was his Abyſſus Abyſſum, Pſal. 42.7. one deep calling upon another; for he was brought very low, [Page]many times, brought into inextricable perplexities; why art thou caſt down, Pſal. 43.7. O my ſoul? and why art thou ſo diſquiet­ed within me? He was in the  [...]k, and wanted comfort, and nothing but the Ark of God could relieve and afford him Cordials; O ſend out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me, Ibid. Verſ. 3. (and leſt my heavineſs and ſtupidity ſhould tempt me to make a halt) let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy Tabernacles. And in another place his need makes him more impetuous in his acclamations; O God, thou art my God, early will I ſeek thee: my ſoul thirſt­eth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee: would you know how importunate, how violent theſe paſſionate appetites are? you muſt firſt be ſick, you muſt be with child; when you are ſick of love, when Chriſt is formed in you, then you w [...]ll underſtand the nature of that ſacred thirſt, that ſpiritual longing; for it is only to be felt, not fully to be interpreted. Pſal. 63.1. But what is the reaſon? his extream needs, the aridity, the drineſs and deſolation of his ſoul, it was, in a dry and thirſty land where no water was. But where the Ark is, there God is, and with thee is the well of life; this therefore is the object of all my thirſt and longing, to ſee thy power and glory, ſo as I have ſeen thee in the Sanctuary. Ibid. Verſ. 2.
2. A ſecond motive was his love to the Ark, Pſal. 26.8. Lord I have loved the habitation of thy houſe, and the place where thine honour dwelleth. But more paſſionately, Pſal. 84.1, 2.Pſal. 84.1, 2. How amiable are thy Tabernables, O Lord of Hoſts! my ſoul longeth, yea even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord: my heart and my fleſh crieth out for the living God. He hath in his ſoul the paſsions of a woman with child; he longs, and becauſe be cannot have his longing preſent­ly, there follows a Deliquium, a defailance in his ſpirits, his  [...]oul fainteth; and as longers uſe to do many times, he falls in travel, and his pangs and throws are ſo great, [Page]that his heart and fleſh, both cry out for the living God; and nothing can keep him from miſcarrying, from loſing the fruit of this travel of his ſoul, but a ſight of Gods Ark; ſuch a favour as this would allay and becalm and ſatisfie all theſe paſſions.Verſ. 4. Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy houſe; they will be ſtill praiſing thee: One day in thy Courts, Verſ. 10. and door-keeper there, is high preferment in the eſtimation of a pious Prince, that hath a true devotion to the Ark of God.
3. A third inducement was his intereſt in the Ark: and this intereſt depending upon his intereſt in God,Pſal. 43. Verſ. 3, 4. they run, as it were, parallel; hence, Pſal. 43. O ſend out thy light, &c, (as before) Then will I go unto the Altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy (and) the God of my ſtrength Verſ. 2.: yea upon the Harp will I praiſe thee, O God, my God. He will bear a part in the ſolemn ſervice before Gods Ark; and the intereſt he has in it makes his baniſh­ment the more intolerable; when I remember theſe things, I pour out my ſoul in me (grief and ſorrow h [...]ving diſſol­ved it;) for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the houſe of God, Pſal. 42.4.
4. The fourth and laſt inducement was the advantage he had by the Ark; and that was double. I. Protecti­on, Pſal. 27 4 5. One thing have I deſired of the Lord, that I may dwell in the houſe of the Lord; to behold the beau­ty of the Lord, and to inquire into his Counſel for my ſafe­ty; For in the time of trouble he ſhall hide me in his pavilli­on, &c. ſee Pſal. 31.20.
2. Here he finds ſatisfaction: here is a Julip will ſlack his thirſt; inebriabuntur, they ſhall be inebriated, abun­dantly ſatisfied with the pleaſures of thy houſe, &c. upon this account, ſuch as do approach Gods Ark are bleſsed, Pſal. 65.4. And now having given you theſe induce­ments of his devotion, I have done with my Text. But [Page]I cannot enter upon my Application without a Preface; and what Preface ſo ſuitable as a reflexion upon thoſe ſignal impreſſes of Gods favour ſtamp'd upon us imme­diately before the late fatal revolution; whereby we may take a proſpect of our own happineſs, in the proſperi­ty and flouriſhing condition of our Church and Nation: we were like that Vine of Iſrael, which God ſometimes brought out of Egypt; we were planted in a Land flow­ing with milk and honey, and were twined about the walls of Gods houſe, for our ſupport and ſhelter. Thoſe Clouds and Umbrages that did eclipſe and darken the glory of the Goſpel in other parts of the World, were diſpel'd and ſcattered amongſt us. The face of the Sky over our heads was ſerene and calm, and the coun­tenance of Heaven did ſmile upon us. Our Candleſtick was ſcoured bright, and inſtead of naſty ſtinking ſnuffs, or filthy meteors exhaled from the ſlime of the earth, we had ſtars of the firſt magnitude for their Piety and Learning ſet upon them, So that this people which had ſate in darkneſs ſaw a great light. God had not dealt ſo with other Nations. Here was a comely as well as a convenient Tabernacle for the Ark of God; and God was worſhipped in the beauty of holineſs. And God was not at all behind hand with us in the reciprocation of kindneſſes; there was never ſo low an ebb in us, by our making out ſallies of devotion upon him, but there came as high a tide upon us flowing back from him. What we paid the Ark of God in reverence and duty, was infalliby return'd in a compenſation, nay with a ſur­pluſage of bleſſings. As long as our Engliſh earth con­tinued to pay a worthy homage unto heaven, the Hea­vens were not only conſtant to involve and incircle us; but they never fail'd to protect and ſhelter, to feed, and to cloath us with ſuitable applications of the moſt enrich­ing [Page]influences. Other Nations had Mines, which they digged with much pain and peril in the earth; but we had Mines in heaven, treaſures that never fail'd to ſup­ply not only our needs, but our very pomp and curioſity: It was our felicity that God had made out that experi­ment to us, which he ſpeaks of by the Prophet Malachi: Mal. 3.10. Prove me now, if I will not open to you the windows of hea­ven, and pour you out a bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room enough to receive it. We had pregnant evidence of this goodneſs of the Lord toward us, which makes one (that might have made a better uſe of it) obſerve, that God has dealt by way of prerogative with this Engliſh Nation.
But we perverted Gods gracious diſpenſations, turn­ing his bleſſings into aggravations of our crimes, and making our felicity ſerve only for a reproach to our in­gratitude: For like Iſrael we waxed fat and kicked; our Manna, a ſpiritual food that came down from heaven, prepared for us by the Miniſtry of thoſe Angels that pre­ſided in the Church at the Reformation, becauſe it was common, and our daily bread, it became loathſome to us: We grew wanton, and having taken a ſurfeit of the bread of life, we long'd for quails to be brought us out of for­reign Countries: We thought Abana and Parphar, Ri­vers of Damaſcus, better then all the waters of Iſrael. Men grew preciſe and ſqueamiſh; they would not waſh and be clean, unleſs they might have Ciſterns of their own hewing out; nor drink of the water of life, though it ran never ſo freely, unleſs it were conveyed to them in new Pipes of their own caſting: Some there were that did ſtrictly hold themſelves to the Form of godlineſs, the Solemn Worſhip of God eſtabliſhed in the Church, who notwithſtanding in the looſeneſs of their lives did ſhamefully deny the power thereof: Others there were [Page]that did pretend to be ſo over-born with the power of god­lineſs, that they would allow no Form at all for the re­gulation and exerciſe of it: All the innocent Ceremo­nies that had conſtantly attended the ſolemn devotions of pious Antiquity were look'd upon as the very dreſs and trimmings of Hypocriſie; Reverence in Gods Wor­ſhip was accounted ſuperſtitious; and the holy Incenſe of Morning and Evening Prayers no better then abomination. Even ſuch of the people (which make up the greateſt number of its adverſaries) as never had judgment or wit enough to underſtand it, had yet malice enough infu­ſed into them to deride and ſcorn the Holy Service of the Church: And as an evidence that this diſeaſe was grown deſperate, our greateſt quarrel was at thoſe Phyſitians whoſe practice and preſcriptions were the moſt probable means to reduce us to our Chriſtian temper.
When I conſider the carriage of the people Iſrael un­der Gods gracious diſpenſations, 2 Chron. 36.15, 16. methinks I ſee the Character of our Engliſh Nation in theſe late years. The Lord God of their Fathers ſent to them by his Meſſengers, riſing up betimes and ſending; be­cauſe he had compaſſion on his people and on his dwelling place: But they mocked the Meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his Word, and miſuſed his Prophets, until the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his people, till there was noremedy. For when the Patient grows ſo raving, ſo out of temper, as to ſtrike his Phyſitian, and throw away his Antidotes, there remain no ordinary methods that can cure him: And then the Bedlam, and the chain, the whip and the skrews, all the violences of a ſevere diſcipline are the beſt inſtances of our kindneſs. Such was the condition of Iſrael, Hoſea 4.1, 2, 4. The Lord hath a Controverſie with the Inhabitants of the Land, becauſe there is no truth nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the Land. By ſwearing, [Page]and lying, and killing, and ſtealing, and committing Adul­tery, they break out, and bloud toucheth bloud. Therefore ſhall the Land mourn: Yet let no man ſtrive nor reprove ano­ther; for this people are as they that ſtrive with the Prieſt. When ſin begins to ſpread amongſt a people, what re­medy does Almighty God uſe to apply to heal and ſtop it? there is the Authority of a Judge to oppoſe it, and the Reprehenſion of the Prieſt to give a check to it. But when God does inhibite theſe his Officers from uſing their Authority, and exerciſing their Jurisdiction, 'tis a ſign that people is grown obſtinate, ſhameleſs, and incorri­gible: When they grow ſo inſolent as to contradict the Prieſt in his own office, wherein doubtleſs he is Gods Vicegerent, that people is paſt Grace, as it runs in the or­dinary Channel; and unleſs God uſeth ſome other me­thods of Diſcipline, there is no hopes of their amend­ment: So it follows in the Prophet,Hoſea 4.5. Therefore ſhalt thou fall in the day. When they had the clear light of hea­ven ſhining round about them, the light of knowledge, and the light of comfort and proſperity, in this noon-day, Thou ſhalt ſtumble and fall, ſaith the Lord, and the Pro­phet alſo ſhall fall with thee in the night; the falſe Prophet ſhall be benighted and loſe himſelf in the darkneſſe of his own vain imaginations; and I will deſtroy thy Mother, ſaith the Lord; the Church and Nation, from whoſe womb thou haſt had thy birth, in whoſe boſome thou haſt had thy breeding, and to whoſe bleſſings thou oweſt the procurement of thy proſperity. We may make Eng­land the Scene of that Propheſie as well as Jeruſalem; for the whole Tragedy hath been acted over in all its parts a­mongſt us, with a full ſolemnity.
God he took notice of our miſdemeanours (under his moſt gracious diſpenſations) towards our Superiours, his Vicegerents, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, and he was [Page] wroth; and upon ſo great provocations as we were guilty of, he did to us as he had done to Iſrael, He delivered our ſtrength into Captivity, and our beauty into the Ene­mies hands. That Ark, that Form of Gods Worſhip, that had procured ſuch miracles of mercy for us in 88. and at the intended powder-plot; That Ark whoſe virtue had been ſo often tryed, to good effect, in times of war, peſti­lence and famine; And our Beauty, that Form of Solemn Worſhip, which rendred the Church of England amiable above all the Reformed Churches, and a true Copy of that Holy City, that New Jeruſalem, which S. John ſaw coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned for her Husband, Rev. 21.2. For our many provocations, He delivered This our ſtrength into Capti­vity, and This our beauty into the Enemies hands: The glory was upon departing from our Iſrael; and I had al­moſt ſaid, That the abomination of deſolation was ſet up in the holy place: When the moſt magnificent Houſe of God that we had in our Land was turned into a ſtable; and many men, yea many Prieſts (ſuch was their Apoſtacy) had no more reverence for it then the very beasts that pe­riſhed by a ſtrange vengeance inflicted, without doubt, upon that ſort of Cattle for that Sacrilegious prophana­tion.
That Faction which had tyred out the patience of two great PrincesQueen Eli­zabeth and K. James. with Petitions, ſolliciting to have thoſe Walls of Church-Government levelled, that Garriſon diſmantled wherein the Ark of God was in ſafe cuſtody amongſt us: They that ſo often attempted to fire it out with their Squibs of ſcoffing Pamphlets, and to batter it down with their paper bullets, for want of better Argu­ments; At laſt (aſſoon as opportunity and advantage favour'd them; for their rage could ſtay no longer) they aſſaulted it (how unlike Chriſts Lambs and the Ser­vants [Page]of the Prince of peace, I need not tell you) but with Swords and Piſtols, Pikes and Cannons they aſſaul­ted it. And becauſe this Ark could not otherwiſe fall into their hands, the chief Prieſt, yea and the Prince too, muſt fall before it, as a Sacrifice to their fury. And (which is more) that they might utterly extinguiſh our hopes, and cut off all poſſibility of its Reſtitution, as much as in them lay, they did cut off the Royal line that ſhould protect it, and the ſucceſſion of a regular Prieſthood, that ſhould miniſter unto it.
And now might the devout ſoul, that was pregnant with the paſſions of grief and love, fall in travel, and for want of other iſſue give birth to a lamentation, and name that Ichabod; for the glory is departed from Iſrael; and we the true Sons of the Church of England in the condi­tion that Iſrael was in, when they ſate by the waters of Babylon and wept; they hung up their Harps, which were now grown uſeleſſe; becauſe their ſorrows for the deſolations of Zion, had ſilenced all their melody.
And yet we are call'd upon to believe that all theſe violences were deſign'd, but to ſhake the duſt out of the Badgers skins, and to bruſh the Curtains, and to Reform the Tabernacle, that the pure gold of the A [...]k might ſhine the brighter in the ſimplicity of its own luſtre. That is, juſt as the Souldiers came with Swords and Staves from the High Prieſts, to apprehend and ſecure the Lamb of God, and brought him before Pilate, out of kind­neſs, that he might have the honour to clear and acquit himſelf.
But what became of the Ark of God in the midſt of theſe diſorders? Why, we heard of the ſame at Ephrata, Pſal. 132.6. we found it in the wood: ſome harmleſs Country people would tell us ſome tydings of it; but it was in the wood; [Page] Solemnities. And yet as forlorn as it was, its Captivity was a puniſhment not only to the Jews, but alſo to the Philistims; to them that triumph'd over it, as well as to them that had loſt the poſſeſſion, and forfeited the bleſsings of it. The adverſaries could not destroy it; nor could they court it into their aſſiſtance. The Dagon, which they ſet up for themſelves to worſhip, fell before it, with the loſs of hands and head, deprived not of ſtrength only, but of counſel too. They provided a new Cart for it; ſuch was the new Diſcipline, hewn out, and rudely put together by Mr. Calvin and others, in this laſt Century; and the Claſſes were the Wheels of it; and this the Fa­ction drove on furiouſly for a while, and ſtop'd not, no, not at the Red Sea, they drove it into a Sea of blood: but the Cattle that were yoked together, to hurry it away, were ſo unreaſonable and head-ſtrong, they could not a­gree, where, or how to ſet it up; and that they might not hurry it into utter ruine, God was pleaſed to look tho­row a frightful Cloud upon them,Exod. 14.24, 25. and took off their Cha­riot wheels, to trouble and diſcomfit them.
At laſt David, the King, being preſerved and re­turn [...]n, by as great a miracle of providence as the Ark it ſelf; in order to his own ſettlement, he gives order to prepare the Tabernacle for the ſettlement of the Ark; and ſummoneth all the heads of the Prieſts and Levites, with the Nobles and Elders of the people: So they brought the Ark of God, &c.
We are no leſs happy then they, in the decent ſituation of our Ark; I pray God we may be no leſs dutiful, in our gratulation for it. To which purpoſe, me [...]hinks every devout ſoul ſhould be a breathing out that Quaere of the Pſalmiſt,Pſal. 116. Quid Retribuam, what ſhall I render un­to the Lord, for this great, this ſignal benefit done unto us? you can do no better than reſolve with him; I will [Page]come into thy houſe with burnt offerings; I will pay thee my vows, Pſal. 66.13, 14. which I promiſed with my lips, and ſpake with my mouth, when I was in trouble, for the Ark of God. And becauſe God takes no pleaſure in the fleſh of beaſts; nei­ther will he drink the blood of Bulls or Goats: but requires of us, a ſpiritual, a living and a reaſonable Sacrifice; I beſeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, Rom. 12.1. that ye preſent your bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reaſonable ſervice. Having nothing elſe that can be acceptable to him, who gave himſelf for us, we ſhould have the ſame devotion, the ſame mind that was in the holy Martyrs; we ſhould have our hearts and wills prepared; (if duly call'd to it) to be made a ſacrifice by others; in the mean time, we ſhould make an Oblation of our ſelves, have our whole ſpirits, ſouls and bodies, devoted to Gods ſervice and the ſervice of his Church. Such a devotion was in the great Apoſtle, Phil. 2.17.  [...]. If I be offered up (as a libamen, a liquid oblation) upon the Sacrifice and Liturgy of your faith, I joy and re­joyce with you all: But,
Here is a twofold oblation recommended to us, by the example before us, in the Text. 1. A burnt ſacrifice; And, 2. A peace-offering, and ſuch we muſt offer, in a ſpiritual ſenſe; and we muſt offer;
1. A burnt ſacrifice; and that, upon a double account (as ſuch ſacrifices uſe to be offered up upon.) 1. To ac­knowledge Gods Power and Dominion, and Revere his ſignal Goodneſs herein demonſtrated. David hath fur­niſhed us with a Pſalm to this purpoſe, Pſal. 124. (wherein the Church bleſſeth God for a miraculous de­liverance, of her ſelf and the Ark of God, ſetled in her poſſeſſion) If it had not been the Lord who was on our ſide: now may Iſrael ſay: If it had not been the Lord, who was on [Page]our ſide, when men roſe up againſt us, Then they had ſwallow­ed us up quick: when their wrath was kindled againſt us, Then the water had overwhelmed us; the ſtream had gone over our ſoul. Then the proud waters had gone over our ſoul. Bleſſed be the Lord: who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. Our ſoul is eſcaped as a bird out of the ſnare of the fowler: the ſnare is broken and we are eſcaped. Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. Non nobis Domine, non nobis; therefore not un­to us, Lord, not unto us: but unto thy name be the praiſe: Thou art worthy to receive glory and honour and praiſe: but to us there belongeth nothing but ſhame and confuſion of face; for we contributed only to the reproach and cap­tivity of Gods Ark, and ſolemn worſhip; its happy reſtitu­tion and ſettlement we ow to thy ſignal power and good­neſs; great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God, Al­mighty: juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints. Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorifie thy name! Rev. 15.3, 4.
2. A ſecond deſign of our ſpiritual burnt ſacrifice muſt be to make an atonement for thoſe miſcarriages which for­feited our intereſt in the Ark, and betrayed it into capti­vity. It was good advice of the Prieſts and Diviners to the Philiſtims, when they conſulted them about retur­ning the Ark of God;1 Sam. 6.3. Oh! ſend it not away empty, ſaid they, but in any wiſe return God a treſpaſs-offering with it; that you may be healed. The captivity of that Ark wrought a ſtrange conviction in the Philiſtims, as well as in the Jews. The Philiſtims ſaw clearly they had no reaſon to triumph in this defeat they had given Iſ [...]ael; for though they had won the field, they had got no Victory; they had taken the Ark indeed; but they had made no conqueſt of it; for it fell upon the Reer of them, and ſmote them in their hinder parts, it diſcovered ſo much of their nakedneſs, and turn'd their inſide ſo much outward; [Page]and put them to ſo much ſhame and anguiſh that they were glad to ſend it back with a treſpaſs-offering, and beg to be, reconciled to it; the Iſraelites they were inſtructed likewiſe that it was not out of ill will to the Ark, nor for want of ſtrength in God, that the Philiſtims prevailed to take it captive: but only out of a juſt indignation, to revenge the prophanation of that ſacred Inſtrument, which was the viſible obſignation of his grace and favour to them. And when God was about to ſuffer his holy Tem­ple to be defiled, upon a like account, he ſends his people to be ſchooled by that example, Jer. 7.11, 12. Is the houſe that is called by my name become a den of robbers? be­hold I have ſeen it. But go now to my place, which was in Shiloh, where I ſet my name at the firſt; and ſee what I did to it, for the wickedneſs of my people Iſrael. And becauſe of your wicked works, I will therefore do to that houſe that is called by my name, as I did to Shiloh. Is there any here amongſt us, that can plead not guilty? haſt not thou prophaned the Ark of Gods Worſhip, that was a­mongſt us? haſt not thou been unthankfull for it? haſt not thou been unfruitfull under the Miniſtry of it? there is no perſon in this Congregation, if he be of a competent age, but his heart will tell him, that he did contribute ſomething to the captivity of this Ark. If we had as much ingenuity, I am ſure we have as much cauſe, as Mr. Bradford, in the Book of Martyrs, had; or as the Chriſtians, that were baniſhed in Q. Maries days, had, to accuſe our ſelves, for our wilful betraying the honour of our Religion and the intereſt of the holy Goſpel. We may all ſay, For my ſins, and for thy ſins, was the Ark, the ſolemn worſhip and ſervice of God t [...]ken captive; and upon this account, it becomes our duty to preſent a burnt ſacrifice for our atonement, now upon its reſtituti­on. But wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, and how [Page]my ſelf before the moſt high God? Mic. 6.6. the Pſalmiſt hath reſolved us, Pſal. 51.17. A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. This is our burnt ſacrifice.
2. But to this we muſt add a peace-offering; and that muſt conſiſt of a double ingredient. 1. A dutiful ſub­miſſion to this ſettlement of the Ark. And, 2. A joy­ful gratulation for it.
1. A dutiful ſubmiſſion to it. In the the 24. Pſal. we find the people invited to a ſolemn reception of the Ark;Pſal. 24.7. Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye ever­laſting doors, and the King of glory ſhall come in. Fuit be­neficium Dei non vulgare, ſaith Mr. Calvin, quod Deus viſibili ſymbolo in medio ipſorum reſidebat, In Pſal. 24.7. coeleſte (que) ſuum domicilium volebat in terrâ conſpici. See 1 Kings 8.6, with 11. It was no ordinary favour of God, that he would reſide amongſt them in a viſi­ble repreſentation, and ſuffer his ſacred habitation be ſeen on earth; it ſhould be their ambition therefore and zeal to entertain it. Therefore lift up your heads, Oh ye gates, and the King of glory ſhall come in: but what are thoſe gates that ſhould be ſo ſolemnly opened for the admiſsion of the King of glory? Sub ratione typi fuerunt portae Tem­pli, Ameſ. in Pſal. 24.24. 1 Kings 8.6, 11. ſaith Ameſius, Reipsâ vero ſunt fi­delium corda, Iſa. 66.1, 2. they were the gates of the Temple in type: but the hearts of holy men in reality; they are the Tabernacle, that Gods Ark and worſhip ſhould reſide in. We muſt therefore inwardly, in our very hearts and ſouls, ſubmit to this outward ſettlement of it, in the Tabernacle or Church of God; and this upon a four­fold Conſideration.
1. In regard of the place where the Ark is ſetled: not in Barnes or Stables, not in a Forreign far diſtant place; 'tis within thy Neighbourhood, and yet appropriated to this ſervice. Though God be not confin'd to any place; [Page]though he hath not choſen any peculiarly to put his Ark in, as among the Jews; yet, for our ſakes, he delights in ſuch places as our devotions have made his propriety; The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more then all the dwel­lings of Jacob; and in compliance with him herein, the devout ſoul cries out, Lord I have loved the habitation of thy houſe, and the place where thy honour dwelleth; and, the Zeal of thy houſe hath even conſumed me; and, make not my Fathers houſe a houſe of Merchandize: it is obſer­vable, though our Saviour, in the firſt year of his Mi­niſtry, foretels that all incloſures ſhould be thrown open, and the worſhip of God no longer be confined (as it had been) to Jeruſalem, Joh. 4.21. yet, to ſignifie, that he would ſtill (for all that) accept and own places dedicated to his ſolemn ſervice, all the world over, in the fourth year of his Miniſtry, he makes his claim, and vindicates the honour of his own intereſt, Mark 11.17.
2. We muſt ſubmit to this ſettlement, in regard of the Authority by which it is ſetled; here are, David, and the Elders, and the Captains of thouſands; the King, the No­bles, and the Repreſentatives of all the Commons of Eng­land; what comes to us derived in ſo full a current of Authority, (not to ſpeak of the miraculous reſtitution of this Authority,) ſhould proſtrate every private judgment and make the paſſions, intereſts and opinions of all men, ſtoop before it. There is a neceſſity laid upon us, yea and a wo will betide us, if we ſubmit not. Let every ſoul be ſubject to the higher powers, Rom. 13.1. Nay, ye muſt needs be ſubject, and that not only for fear of wrath, but for conſcience ſake, Ver. 5. and there is another ſake no leſs conſiderable to engage you, the Lords ſake: 1 Pet. 2.13, 14. Submit you ſelves to every ordinance of man, for the Lords ſake; whether it be to the King as Supream, or unto Governours, as thoſe that are ſent by him, for the puniſh­ment[Page]of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well. Time was, when an Ordinance (not ſo venerable as that St Peter ſpeaks of) did ſignifie ſomething with you; when leſſe then one link of that threefold Cord of Authority would ſerve to engage and yoak you to draw the Ark aſide; if you will not now ſubmit to the Settle­ment of it, upon the obligation of thoſe Laws which come to us, in the greateſt ſolemnity that a juſt and full Authority can recommend them by, I ſhall ſay no more but this, that your Conſciences are ſtrangely blinded, and they are prodigiouſly perverſe and obſtinate. And yet this is not all; For,
3. We muſt ſubmit to this Settlement, in regard of that Miniſtry under which it is ſotled; theſe are not like thoſe falſe Prophets, which come in ſheeps clothing: but inwardly they are ravening wolves. We know them well enough by their fruits: theſe are contented to ſubſiſt upon that portion which the Laws of God and man al­low them; and would not be Penſioners to your Purſes, leſt they ſhould be tempted to fl [...]tter you and betray your ſouls; for they ſeek not yours, but you. Theſe are n [...]ne of Jeroboams Prieſts, the meaneſt Mechanicks amongſt the people, ſet up by an Uſurper, to entertain the devotions of the people, in the worſhip of his Calves, left b [...]  [...]aving recourſe to Jeruſalem, to the Ark of God and the Prieſthood that does attend upon it, they ſhould be invited to their duty, and return their Allegiance to their Sovereign. This Hierarchy, that now attends the Ark and worſhip of God, did not ariſe up of it ſelf, as the heads of Factions many times do, or out of the bot­tomleſſe pit (which is no better a Pedigree;) but it derives its Miſsion and Authority (as it ſhould do) in a viſible line of ſucceſſion from Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and is moſt Conſon [...]nt to the pattern in the Old Teſtament; where, [Page]as we are told by the Apoſtle, the Synagogue was a Type or Shadow of the Chriſtian Church, Heb. 10.1. where likewiſe God did promiſe, that, for the ſervice of this Church, (being made up for the moſt part of Gentiles) He would take of the Gentiles, and make them Prieſts and Levites to himſelf, Iſa. 66.22. by which legal name [...] (of Prieſts and Levites) what doth he underſtand, but ſuch as we call Presbyters and Deacons? upon which grounds the Antient Fathers preſum'd a correſpondence be [...]ween that Hierarchy of the old, and this of the New Teſtament. And if we look into the Degrees of this Hierarchy, we ſhall find they run parallel, See Clavi Tra­bales, p. 117. in their agreement, wi h thoſe deſigned, of old, to Miniſter unt [...] t [...]e Ark of God. There was Aaron anſwerable to Chriſt, Eleazar Numb. 3.32: Neh. 11.10, 11, 14. to Archbiſhops; Princes Ezr. 8.24; 29. of Prieſts b to Biſhops; Pri [...]ſts to Presbyters; Princes Neh. 11.16, 22. of Levites c to Archdeacons; Le­vites to Deacons; Nethinims to Clerks and Sextons.
Is it not probable t [...]en that God will bleſs and accept of a Miniſtery of his own inſtitution and allowance,1 Chron. 15.12 ra­ther then one of our fond contrivance? and  [...]eeing the ſaving efficacy of the Miniſtery depends wholly upon Gods bleſſing and gracious acceptation; are we not high­ly concern [...]d to ſubmit to that Miniſtry which derives its Original regularly from God, and upon that account hath the faireſt title to his bleſsing and acceptation? if this be not inducement enough, we have an obligation l [...]id upon us from his command, Heb. 13.7. Remember your Prelates, your guides, which have the rule over you, who have ſpoken unto you the word of God, whoſe faith follow, conſidering the end of their converſation: and Verſ. 17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves; for they watch for your ſouls, as they that muſt give an account; that they may do it with joy, and not with grief, for that is unprofitable for you.
[Page]
4. There is one Conſideration more that ſhould in­duce you to ſubmit to this Settlement of the Ark, and that is the ſolemnity with which it is ſetled. Beſides the Type and Pattern for it, in the Old Teſtament, there a [...]e four general Rules left upon Record by the Apoſtle, for the direction of Prelates and other Superiours, in ſetling the Ark of Gods ſolemn worſhip.
	1. That all be done to the glory of God 1 Cor. 10.31.

	2. That all be done to the edification of the Church of Goa 1 Cor. 14.26.

	3. That all be done decently and worthily 1 Cor. 11.27, 29.
; as becomes the ſervice we perform, and the Majeſty we adore1 Cor. 14.40.
.
	4. That all things be done,  [...], according to order.

1 Cor. 14.40.Theſe Rules are obſerv'd in our Settlement. 1. And firſt of the laſt of theſe. It belongs unqueſtionably to the Office of Eccleſiaſtical Governours to ſet things in Order; ſo St Paul in the Church of Corinth, 1 Cor. 11. ult. The reſt will I ſet in order  [...]. when I come; ſo Ti­tus in Crete (an Iſland that had 100 Cities in it) for this cauſe I left thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldſt ſet in order  [...]. the things that are wanting, or left undone, Tit. 1.5. and it was not left to every mans choice, whether he would ſubmit; ſuch as did not obſerve theſe Orders were pu­niſhed by the cenſures of the Church, 2 Theſ. 3.6, 14, 15. Now we command you brethren in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw your ſelves from every bro­ther that walketh diſorderly,  [...]. and not after the tradition which he received of us. But when Order is kept, it is matter of ſatisfaction to the Apoſtle, ſo he tells the Co­loſsians; for though I be abſent in the fleſh, yet am I with you in the Spirit, joying and beholding your order. It can­not be denied,Col. 2.5.  [...]. but this Rule is obſerved amongſt us, in the Settlement of the Ark; the ſolemn worſhip and ſer­vice of God is ſetled by Order; And,
2. It is ſetled decently: is it decent to be uncovered [Page]in the preſence of a Magiſtrate, and is it not decent to be ſo in the preſence of the eternal God? is it decent to kneel when you tender a Petition to your Prince, and is it not decent to do ſo when you Petition the King of Kings? is it decent to riſe up and bow the head, when you make an acknowledgment to your Superiours; and is it not decent to uſe the like reverence, when you addreſs your recognitions and homage to him who is Lord over all, bleſſed for ever? is not external bodily wor­ſhip required in the ſecond Commandment? Is it not your duty, are you not called upon in holy Scripture, to worſhip the Lord in the beauty of holineſſe? And what doth the Church of England require of you but this, in her ſolemn ſervice? And,
3 Is not the Settlement of the Ark, according to the third Rule, for edification? I hope there are none ſo im­pudent as to deny it of the Prayers themſelves, and thoſe Portions of Scripture, & Hymns appointed in this Service: theſe are not non-ſenſe, they are intelligible and for edi­fication; and for the reſt, the Geſtures and Ceremonies, I ſhall make it clear to you. We kneel at our prayers, to ſignifie, that we are in want; and that we are humble Petitioners to a Divinee Majeſty. We ſtand up at the Goſpel and the Cre [...]d out of Reverence; not only to ſig­nifie, that we will ſtand faſt in the profeſsion of our Faith: but to intimate alſo, that we eſteem that profeſſion ve­nerable Jam. 2.7. We bow at the Name of Jeſus, to aſſert his Deity, and that he is to be adored,  [...]s Mediator, in his Humane Nature, wherein he doth accompliſh the work of our Redemption, and ſo effectually becomes a Saviour. We kneel at the Sacrament, that the Ceremony may be a memento to us of Chriſts real preſence in thoſe dreadful Myſteries; and put us in mind to invoke his bleſſing and aſſiſtance in the action. Wherein the Croſſe in Bap­tiſm [Page]doth edifie, I need not tell you; you are told, as of­ten as it is uſed, what it ſignifies; it is a token that we ſhould not be aſham'd to confeſs the faith of Chriſt crucified See S. Mark 8.34, with 38:. How the Surplice, the fine linen, ſerves unto edification, you may learn of the Pſalmiſt; whoſe Prayer as well as inſinuation it is,Pſal. 132.9, 16. that the Prieſts be clothed with righteouſ­neſſe and ſalvation, that the Saints may ſhout for joy. And does not the Ring in Marriage edifie? doth it not give a leſſon to the married Couple? It doth teach them, that the love and fidelity plighted to one another ſhould be inviolable and endleſſe. That very order of reading the ſecond Service in the Chancel, at the Altar or Lords Table (where it is uſed) does ſignifie ſomething to our edification; for you muſt know, that part of the Solemn Service does belong to the Communion; which the piety of antient times frequented, at le [...]ſt, every Lords day; now this practice, if it cannot ſh [...]me us out of our neg­lect and careleſsneſs, yet it will put us in mind, that it is our duty to draw nigh unto God in that ſacred Ordinance; and it may heat us into ſome holy and paſsionate breath­ings after it: which is a ſpiritual kind of communion. In ſhort, let the Solemnity, wherein the Ark is ſetled a­mongſt us, be well and duly conſidered, and there is not a circumſtance, but h [...]th ſomething of decency in it, and a tendency to the uſe of edifying, according to the Rule of the Apoſtle.
4. And for the glory of God, which is the prime and fundamental Rule of all; every thing hath a tendency to th [...]t: and if I could conceive how any one Ceremony in uſe amongſt us does tend to Gods diſhonour, with the leave of Authority, my own hand ſhould be the firſt up­on it, to pluck it off the Ark.
But indeed there is not a Church in all the world that hath thoſe glorious advantages that this Church of Eng­land [Page]hath; where there is ſuch a beauty of holineſſe; where there are ſuch decencies of external ſplendor to ſet off the efficacy of her eſſential purity. And when I ſpeak of exter­nal ſplendor in the ſervice of God, do not take offence at it; for the Ark under the Old Teſtament did put off her Wilderneſs habit, her old Tabernacle, with the Curtains of Goats-skins, when it came to be ſetled, in a ſtate of peace and proſperity, in Jeruſalem: and ſo ſhould the Church of God do under the Goſpel. Rev. 12.6. She is indeed reſembled to a woman fled into the Wilderneſs, in the times of perſe­cution: but afterwards, when Conſtantine the Emperour became a Chriſt [...]an, and a nurſing Father to the Church, then we find her decked and trim'd up as a Bride adorned for her husband, Revel. 21.2. The Kings daughter is all glorious within, and her clothing is of wrought gold; this is a Propheſie of Chriſts Spouſe, his Church, under the New Teſtament; Pſal. 45.13. &c. She ſhall be brought un­to the King in rayment of needle-work; and the Virgins that be her companions ſhall bear her company; with joy and glad­neſs ſhall they be brought, and ſhall enter into the Kings pa­lace; and this leads me from the firſt part, or ingredient, of our Peace offering for the Arks happy ſettlement [our dutiful ſubmiſſion to it;] to the Second.
2. Our joyful gratulation for it: And now I muſt call upon you, as the Pſalmiſt doth, O go your way into his gates with thankſgiving, and into his courts with praiſe: Take the Pſalm, bring hither the Tabret, the merry Harp, with the Lute; blow up the Trumpet, as in the new moon. When the Ark of God was ſolemnly ſetled, the people of God had their joyful gratulations; for they cried out,Pſal. 132.8; 9. Ariſe, O Lord, into thy reſt, thou and the Ark of thy ſtrength: Let thy Prieſts be In their Prieſtly habits, clothed with righteouſneſſe: and let thy Saints ſhout for joy; and ſhall not the Saints under the Goſpel rejoyce as much at the ſetling of the Chriſtian [Page]Ark?Rev. 19.6, 7, 8. St John informs us of a Revelation he had to this purpoſe; I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thundrings, ſaying, Allelujah; for the Lord God omnipo­tent reigneth: Let us be glad and rejoyce, and give honour to him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made her ſelf ready. And to her was granted that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine linen clean and white; for the fine linen is the righteouſneſſe of the Saints: ſo we render it, but very improperly (as the learned have obſerved) it ſignifies rather the Ordinances of the Sanctuary, the ha­bits of the Prieſts under the Law; and by way of allu­ſion, it is an intimation of the priviledges of the Church, See Dr. Ham. Annot. on Rev. 19. and the decent ſolemnities of Gods publick worſhip and ſervice under the Reign of Conſtantine. And if they did ſo thunder out their gratulations then for ſuch a happy ſettlement, why ſhould not all good Chriſtians do the like now? If you have not motives enough without you, have you not enough within you?
1. Where is your love to the Ark of God? do not all the friends of the Bridegroom and Bride put on their wedding garments, and rejoyce to attend the ſolemnity of their eſpouſals! the Spouſe of Chriſt is now put into her wedding garments, and rejoyce to attend the ſolemnity of their eſpouſals! the Spouſe of Chriſt is now put into her wedding dreſs amongſt us; if we have any love to Bride or Bridegreom, we cannot chuſe but rejoyce, and put on our feſtival robes, the garments of praiſe; at leaſt feſtival affections; I will lift up my hands to thy teſtimonies (kept in the holy Ark) which I have loved: love will make a man lift up his  [...]ands, to bleſſe God and himſelf too; God for the ſettlement; and himſelf for the enjoyment: But,
2. If thou haſt no love to the Ark, haſt thou no inte­reſt in it? intereſt will beget love, and kindle joy; we ſee this in all relations; in the parts of the body, in re­ference to their fellow members; if one member be ho­noured,[Page]all the members rejoyce with it; we ſee it in the woman, in reference to her money; rejoyce with me, for I have found my groat, which was loſt; in the Father, in re­ference to his Son; it was meet we ſhould make merry and be glad; for this my ſon was dead, and he is alive again; he was loſt, but is found: Haſt thou any intereſt in the Ark? that intereſt will kindle joy at the proſperity of it. The children of Zion will be joyful in their King, if he be their King, and in the decent ſetttlement of his ſolemn worſhip: But,
3. If thou haſt no intereſt in the Ark, haſt thou no need of it? they that go down to the ſea in ſhips, and are toſſed which ſtorms and tempeſts, and are in jeopardy, and within an inch of death every moment; their needs teach them to value the ſecurities of the haven, and to bleſs God for their arrival at it. Haſt thou no need of the Oracle (upon this Ark)? haſt thou no doubts to be re­ſolved, no fears to be removed, no jealouſies to be cal­med? haſt thou no darkneſſe, neither upon thy minde, nor upon thy heart? haſt thou no need of light to clear up thy knowledge or thy comfort? that light muſt ſhine forth for thy ſatisfaction out of the Oracle: haſt thou no ſin, no guiltineſs about thee? doſt thou not want expia­tion and pardon? that muſt come, if it comes regularly, if it comes at all, it muſt come from the Mercy ſeat of the Ark: art thou not weak and feeble? haſt thou no ſenſe of thy infirmities? doſt thou not want ſtrength; ſtrength for protection and aſſistance? this muſt be brought to thee upon the wings of the Cherubims, that attend the Ark; God muſt ſend thee help from his holy place, and ſtrengthen thee out of Zion: And then,
4. The advantage thou receiveſt from the Ark will engage thee to congratulate its ſolemn ſettlement. It is the Miniſtry of the Ark that doth aboliſh ſin, and tread [Page]Satan under thy feet, and make thee wiſe unto ſalvation; oh that men would therefore praiſe the Lord for his good­neſs, Pſa. 108.21, 22. and declare the wonders that he doth for the children of men: let us not be like the beaſts in Noah's Ark, unſen­ſible of the Sanctuary that did preſerve them: let ſuch as love the Lords ſalvation, and the ſe [...]tlement of the Ark, that brings it, ſay always, The Lord be praiſed.
Theſe are the oblations that we ſhould make; the burnt ſacrifices and peace-offerings, which we ſhould offer before the Lord.
But if this be our duty, what meaneth then this bleating of the Sheep in mine ears, 1 Sam. 15.14. and the lowing of the Oxen which I hear? In Rama there is a voice heard, lamentation and weeping, Mat. 2.18. and great mourning. Some paſſionate people there are, whoſe zeal is too hot for their knowledge, that weep for the Ark, and will not be comforted; as if it were not well ſetled, and inſtead of joyning with us in our gratulations in our peace-offering, they are ready to put the whole Kingdom into a new flame; and, if they had opportunity, would make all the dutiful Sons of the Church a burnt ſacrifice to their Fury.
Why what is the matter? they love the train and throng well enough, but not the dance; they would have the Ark, but not the Hierarchy; the Mercy ſeat, but not the Rod, unleſs it be in their own hands; they would have the Oracle, but not the Muſick and the Ephod; the Covenant they would have too, but with ſuch new Ar­ticles of their own addition, as would deſtroy that whole ſolemnity and glory of Divine Service. If the Ark may not be allowed to be hurried along in their new Cart, and ſet up in their Conſiſtory, they had as liff it were ſtill in the Camp of the Philistims. The glory is departed (they will cry out) if it ſhines not to give countenance to their deſigns, and luſtre to their reputations: They had ra­ther [Page]it ſhould wear the rough badgers skins, the courſe ha­bit of the wilderneſs, than be inthron'd in a Tabernacle of Davids ſetting up, though he hath the allowance and ap­probation of Almighty God for it: but will that Hierar­chy overthrow the Ark now, that did then attend it by divine appointment? will thoſe decent Ceremonies and Solemnities diſgrace it now, that were thought then to adorn it? Or did the Ark do better ſervice to mens ſouls, or to this Kingdom, when it was lately hurried upon their new Cart, then formerly it had done, when it moved regularly upon the old Prieſts ſhoulders? if you will but, with an impartial eye, reflect upon the horrour of fire and ſword, the deſolations of ſpoil and rapine, the expence of blood and treaſure, that hath been of late amongſt us; and weigh well upon what account theſe confuſions raged, for ſo many years together; I ſhall refer the determination of this Queſtion wholly to your ſelves.
But it will be objected to me:Objection. You tell us of pomp and ceremony, of ſplendour and ſolemnity in Gods Service; and we look upon all ſuch things as legal types and ſha­dows that are vaniſhed at the riſing of the Sun of Righte­ouſneſs; and we conceive our ſelves to be freed from them by the Charter of our Chriſtian Liberty; for we are not under the Law, but under Grace: Nay, for us to ob­ſerve ſuch things were to perform what we ſuppoſe to be Will-worſhip and unwarrantable; and therefore our Con­ſciences do take check at it, being afraid the Lord ſhould upbraid us, as he did the Iſraelites, Iſa. 1.12. Who hath required theſe things at your hands?
But ſtay, do theſe men underſtand their own objecti­on?Solution. Of what things ſpeaks the Prophet that? Doth he not ſpeak of their Sacrifices and burnt offerings, of their New Moons and Solemn Feaſts; yea of their very Sab­baths [Page]and many Prayers? And did not God require the obſervation of theſe things at their hands? Moſt certain­ly he did. The exception therefore that God takes there is not made to the things themſelves, no, nor yet to the requiry of them: To what then? Why, to the groſs Hypocriſie and the foul indignity of the perſons that did perform them.Zach. Urſin. Comment. in Iſa. 1. pag. 30. Requirebat Sacrificia, & alias Ceremo­nias, & approbabat tanquam Cultum ſibi placentem, quate­nus fiebant eo modo & fine in quo ipſe praeceperat; nempe in vera fide & paenitentia, & tanquam horum adminicula & exercitia: Ut per Ceremonias adduceretur ad Chriſtum & ipſius beneficia quae per illas ſignificabantur. God did re­quire Sacrifices and other Ceremonies, and approved them as a Service acceptable to himſelf, as they were performed after that manner and to that end that he preſcrib'd them: When they were the off-ſpring and the exerciſes of a true faith, and led the devotions of the people unto Chriſt and his benefits: But if you take the external rite without the internal piety, the ceremony ſtript of all faith and fear, repentance and humility, obedience and thankfulneſs; ſo it was but as a perambulation in the Sanctuary; it gave God no ſatisfaction; in that ſenſe, it was not of his institution, it was but a proſane wearing out of the Pavement; and who hath required this, that you ſhould thus tread my Courts, v. 12. And, if this be required, yet, who hath required it at your hands, whoſe hearts are ſo full of hy­pocriſie, whoſe hands are ſo full of bloud? But waſh you, make you clean, put away the evil of your doing from before mine eyes, &c. Then come and welcome; through faith and repentance your Sacrifices ſhall procure you atonement and acceptation; for though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow, though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wooll, Iſai. 1.18. But,
2. In matters of Religion, in matters that do relate to [Page] divine Worſhip, ſome things are allowed and approved, and rewarded by Almighty God, for which he hath given no particular Commandment: 1. There were voluntary oblations, and free-will offerings allowed of in the LawLevit. 7.16.. And 2. David, in this his attendance upon the Ark, wore a linen Ephod, to ſhew his devotion in this Religious Service, as the Engliſh Annotations"†" on 2 Sam. 6.14. See them on 1 Sam. 2.18. & on Judg. 8.27. (recommended by the Aſ­ſembly of Divines) do acknowledge; and yet that gar­ment was preſcribed for none but the Tribe of Levi. 3. It was alſo a piece of voluntary devotion that David built this Tabernacle, and that he deſigned to build ſuch a magnificent Temple for Gods publick and ſolemn Wor­ſhip; and yet, though He had given no order for it, God was pleaſed with the deſign, and approved of his pious re­ſolution; For Solomon tells us1 King. 8.18. The Lord ſaid unto Da­vid my Father, Whereas it was in thine heart to build an Houſe unto my Name, thou didſt well in that it was in thine heart. Here was no Command 2 Sam. 7.7. 1 Chron. 17. for this, yet it was ſo acceptable, that God rewarded him in his poſterity2 Sam. 7.11. See 1 Chron. 17.: The Lord telleth thee, that he will make thee an Houſe. By which promiſe it is evident (as the Engliſh Annotatorson 1 King. 8.18. do confeſs) that God approved this purpoſe of David; and they adde, That this inſtance ſheweth that a man may without ſin intend to do that (for the greater ſolemnity of God's Worſhip and Service; for that was the deſign) which God hath not purpoſed and determined to be done. And as a farther Teſtimony of Gods acceptation of his pious, though voluntary intendment, God vouchſafed him an extraordinary aſſiſtance for the delineation of the model of this Houſe, and the regulation of all things and perſons, Veſſels and Instruments, Offices and Officers imployed a­bout Gods Service therein; the Pattern of them was ſug­geſted to him by the Spirit, 1 Chron. 28 12, 13, 19. 2 Chron. 29.25. 4. In the New Teſtament St. Paul's [Page]advice for coelebacy, 1 Cor. 7. or ſingle life, had reference to Reli­gion and the ſervice of God; for he recommends it, not out of a carnal reſpect, or for a temporal advantage only, to avoid trouble in the fleſh, Verſ. 18. but for a Religious, a Spiritual emolument, that they might attend the ſervice of God without diſtraction; Verſ. 35. but for this, he tells the Corinthians, he had no command of the Lord to warrant him;Verſ. 25. Yet, ſaith he, I give my judgement as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord, to be faithful: he doubts not but God allows of his judgement, and approves of his direction, for the advancement of devotion, in that particular.
Nay, 3. God doth not only allow and approve, but alſo reward ſuch a voluntary piety; works undertaken to promote his ſervice, when there is not the engagement of any Precept, nor ſo much as the recommendation of any Councel to perform them. David is an inſtance for this, as hath been acknowledged by the Engliſh Annotators. To which I may add St Paul; he might have challenged ſome Milk, and ſome Fleece from the Flock he fed, to clothe, refreſh and ſupport himſelf; that he waved this li­berty, and was not chargeable to the Corinthians, but preached the Goſpel freely; he modeſtly gloried in it, as a matter highly rewardable, 1 Cor. 9.15, 18.See Dr. Ham. Annot. ad 1. Cor. 9.17. Gloriationem autem appellat, gratis praedicare, & pofitos terminos tranfilire. Theodoret. Gloriationem di­cit, ut ipſe ex propria liberalitate id praeftet: nam quòd Domini praceptum tanquam fidelis ſer­vus exequatur, non exiſſimat al ſuum praeclarum facinus pertinere. Oecumen. Et Paulò poſt; in quo eſt praeclara merces & gloriatio? in co quòd quum Evangelium ut juſſi [...] ſum praedicave­rim, nibil tamen ex praeditatione acceperim, ne tantum quidem ut inde vivere poſſum: ſed fine ſumptu & gratis meum exhibuerim ministerium. Ibid. vide plurs..
What command had Mary Magdalen Luk. 7.38. to waſh Chriſts feet with her tears, and wipe them with the hairs of her head? what command had ſhe to pour that precious cintment upon Chriſts head, Mark 14.3. which the Law did allow her to imploy to other uſes? and yet becauſe theſe were real emanations [Page]of her greatLuk 7.47. love and proceeded from a true devotion, Chriſt became her Advocate for this will-worſhip Mark 14.5, 6.; and did not only comfort her with a perſonal Abſolution, [thy ſins are forgiven Luk. 7.48.;] but diſmiſs'd her with a bleſ­ſing, [thy faith hath ſaved thee, go in peace Luk. 7.52.;] and re­warded her too, with a Name no leſs precious than her ve­ry cinement Eccleſ. 7.1. Joh. 1 2.3.; for the ſweet Savour thereof he hath cau­ſed ſo to be diffuſed by a ſolemn Miniſtry, that it might perfume the whole Church. What her piety had volun­tarily devoted to his burial, ſuch was his graci [...]us accep­tation, he turn'd it into an everlaſting Monument of her honour; for, verily I ſay unto you, whereſoever this Go­ſpel ſhall be preached throughout the whole world, this alſo that ſhe hath done ſhall be ſpoken of for a memorial of her, Mark 14 9.
But I muſt tell you, that ſuch voluntary devotions muſt be guarded with a double caution. 1. They muſt not conſiſt of a thing unlawful, nor have any ingredient of forbidden fruit in them;Iſa. 66.3. for that were as great an abo­mination under the Goſpel, as the cutting off a dogs neck, or the offering of ſwines blood, under Moſes Law, inſtead of ſacrifice.
2. They muſt not be impoſed (however they be re­commended, I ſay) they muſt not be impoſed as Gods commands, nor perform'd out of an opinion of their ne­ceſſity, upon that account; for that is perfect Dogma­tizing, a Teaching for [neceſary] Doctrines, [or Ordi­nances of Chriſts inſtitutions] the Traditions of men; which is abſolutely unlawfulMat. 15.9. Mark. 7.7. Col. 2.20. See D [...]. Ham. Tract. of Will­worſhip, with the Defence of it againſt Mr. Cawdrey.. Such a conceit as this would have marr'd Mary Magdalens box of onitment, and have cauſed it to ſend forth a ſtinking ſavour Eccleſ. 10.1.: but offering it out of a pure and free devotion, without any ſuch opinion, Chriſt did both value and reward it.
Suppoſe we then, that there be ſome things in the [Page] Solemnity of Gods Publick worſhip, that he hath not required; is it not enough (as long as he hath no where forbidden them, nor entred any caution to their preju­dice) is it not enough, I ſay, that I have the approbation of my own Conſcience? is it not enough, that I am able to ſay, I have uſed my beſt judgement, and herein I have found mercy of the Lord to be faithful? if this be not enough, is it not enough that I have Gods acceptation? is it not enough that I can hear God ſaying to me ſecretly, as he ſaid ſometimes to David upon a like occaſion, by his Pro­phet, it was well that it was in thy heart? is it not enough that God is ready to reward this my freewill-offering, my voluntary devotion? But,
3. Beſides, we have the quity of a Divine Law, upon a parity of Reaſon, for our warranty, in this our practice; and this ought to be of great force with us. For, 1. as far as I can perceive, this is the firmeſt ground that the obſervation of the Lords day relies upon. There are ſome inſinuations for it indeed, in the practice of the A­poſtles, as their meeting together on that day, to make Collections, and the like; but theſe will not amount to the authority of a Precept. The Sabbath of the Jews without all peſadventure, was Typical, Heb. 4.4. &c. therefore aboliſhed; hereupon the Apoſtle exhorteth the Coloſſians. Let no man judge you in meat or in drink, or in reſpect of an Holy-day, or of the new moon, or of the Sab­bath-days, which are a ſhadow of things to come: Col. 2.16, 17. But that God ſhould be ſolemnly worſhipped, ſtill, upon ſeveral accounts; and that ſome time ſhould be ſet apart for that worſhip to be performed in, there is a parity of Reaſon for it; and ſo, upon that ac­count, the equity of the fourth Commandment doth ſtill bind us.
And, 2. The ſtrength of the Apoſtles Argument for [Page]the maintenance of the Goſpel-Miniſtry (as far as I can diſcern) relies chiefly upon this bottom. Do ye not know that they which miniſter about holy things, live of the things of the Temple? and they that wait at the Altar, 1 Cor. 9.13, 14. are partakers with the Altar: even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel: We can find no ſuch Ordinance, as this is, of Chriſts poſitive in­ſtitution, under the Goſpel; that which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, therefore, muſt be an Ordinance emergent out of the equity of the former Law of God, upon a pa­rity of Reaſon. Under the Law God thought it equita­ble, that ſuch as waited at his Altar, and devoted their time as well as their ſoul and ſtrength to his ſervice, ſhould have ſome ſetled maintenance allotted them; and their attendance upon the ſeveral parts of their holy Of­fice requiring nothing leſs, but rather much more dili­gence and attention, under the New, than under the Old Teſtament, the equity of that Divine Right ſtands in full force, and ſhould prevail for an honourable ſupport of the Miniſtry, at leaſt, as much now as it did then.
And, 3. Whether the Right and Title that the In­fants of Believers have unto Baptiſm doth not ultimate­ly relie upon this foundation, let the learned judge. Gods Law intitled them to the Sacrament of Circumciſion, up­on the account of that faith which had engaged their Parents unto God, in the holy Covenant; the equity of that Inſtitution, upon a parity of Reaſon, extends to the benefit of ſuch Infants as are now born of Chriſtian Pa­rents; and that ſpeech of St Peter, Acts 2. imports no leſs,Verſ. 38 39. Repent, and be baptized every one of you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the holy Ghoſt: for the promiſe is unto you and to your children.
Now to apply theſe inſtances to our purpoſe; I de­mand, [Page]1. Was there a ſolemn external worſhip of God re­quired under the Law, or no? 2. Was it acceptable and pleaſing to Almighty God, yea or no? if it were (which cannot be denied;) then I demand, Further, 3. upon what account was that ſervice required? was it upon the account of Gods Supream Dominion and Sovereignty on­ly? or upon the account alſo of his Benefits, his works of Creation, Preſervation and Redemption? that it was upon this double account is evident, Pſal. 29.1, 2. Give unto the Lord, O ye mighty, give unto the Lord glory and ſtrength: give unto Lord the GLORY DUE UNTO HIS NAME: worſhip the Lord in the BEAUTY OF HOLINESSE: and Pſa. 150. Praiſe ye the Lord, praiſe God in his Sanctuary: praiſe him in the firmament of his POWER praiſe him for his MIGHTY ACTS: praiſe him according to his EXCELLENT GREAT­NESSE: praiſe him with the ſound of the Trumpet, praiſe him with the Pſaltery and Harp: praiſe him with the Tim­brel and Dance: praiſe him with ſtringed Inſtruments and Organs.
Well, did God require to be woſhipped ſo reverently and ſo ſolemnly, then, upon this account? why, how comes God to loſe his Title? how come theſe accounts to be altered? hath God, under the New Teſtament, gi­ven out a dſpenſation unto duſt and aſhes to be inſolent and ſaucy with him? and in his own houſe, and in his ſolemn and publick worſhip too? or is Gods Dominion leſs Sovereign? is his Majeſty leſs Glorious th [...]n it was? or did not he make us, but we made our ſelves? if we be his creatures, if we be the ſheep of his paſture, then the invitation of the Pſalmiſt lays hold upon us:Pſal. 95.6. O come, let us worſhip and fall down, and kneel before the Lord our Maker: if we do not, the Elders that are before the Throne of God will ſhame us out of our irreverence; for they fall down before [Page]him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and worſhip him that li­veth for ever and ever, and caſt their Crowns before the Throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glo­ry and honour and power; for thou haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure they are, and were created, Revel. 4.10, 11.
And hath he not redeemed us too? and what is the ſum of our redemption? was it our bodies only, out of a temporal thraldom, to be put into the poſſeſsion of a land that flows with milk and honey? was this all? hath he not redeemed our ſouls too, from the powers of darkneſſe, and the wrath to come; to inherit the bleſſings of eternal joy and glory? hath he not thus redeemed us? and how was this redemption wrought? by a force of Arms, or of Love? by exchange of money, or the price of his own blood? if it be ſo, and ſo it is, then certainly, here is all the equity in the world, that we ſhould pay him the homage of a moſt reverend and ſolemn worſhip; equity for it, upon a parity of reaſon, ſhall I ſay, nay upon a Supe­riority, nay upon the higheſt Supremacy of Reaſon; we know he hath done more for our, then he had then done, for the redemption of Iſrael; for ye are bought with a (better) price; therefore glorifie God in your body, and in your ſpirit, which are Gods, 1 Cor. 6. ult.
If this be not ſufficient; it is further conſiderable, that Chriſt, who came, not only to be a light unto the Gentiles, but to be the glory of his people Iſrael; as he was born of that Nation, and lived regularly under their Law, and obſerved their pious cuſtoms; ſo his deſign being to Re­form what was amiſs, and heighten what was imperfect, that he might not ſeem to ſet up an abſolutely new Church, he had an eye to the Rites and Uſages of the Jews, in all his Inſtitutions; what he found had been taken up in common practice amongſt them, he accom­modated [Page]to his own purpoſes, making as little change or variation both in point of Government and Ceremony, See Dr. Ham. Quaeres, pag. 176. &c. as the nature of the Goſpel, with the State and eſtabliſh­ment of his Kingdom, would admit of. Thus, his Election of Diſciples, to wait conſtantly upon him, was anſwerable to the Diſciples of the Prophets amongſt the Jews, who were to attend and miniſter unto them. 2. The Title of Apoſtles, for Deputies and Proxies, ſent with Commiſſion, or Letters of Credence. Mat. 10.40. to ſupply Chriſts place, and act, here on earth, in his ſtead; this he borrowed from them. 3. That of Biſhops, an­ſwerable to the Ruler of the Synagogue, the Prince and Head of the Sanhedrim or Conſiſtory amongſt them; who was alſo called  [...], a Biſhop or Over Seer. 4. That of Impoſition of hands in Confirmation, and Abſolution, and Ordination, borrowed from the like Ceremony uſed amongſt them, not only in conferring the Paternal bleſ­ſing, but alſo in admitting perſons (that were qualified for that Office) to the Dignity of Elders in their Sanhe­drim. 5. Both the Sacraments of the New Teſtament were taken up in imitation of certain Rites that were ſo­lemnly uſed amongſt theſe Jews. 1. At the cloſe of a Feſtival (their poſt-coenium) they took a cup of Wine, which they called the Cup of Salvation (as in the Pſal­miſt) or the Cup of Bleſſing, (as the Apoſtle hath it;) and at that very time, and when he was obſerving this cuſtom with his Diſciples, in imitation thereof and anſwerable thereunto, did our Lord inſtitute the Sacrament of his ho­ly Supper. And the Rite of Baptiſm (deſigned to be the Sacrament, for the ſolemn admiſſion of perſons into the New Covenant, and communion of the Church of Chriſt) was taken up in imitation of that ſame Rite of Baptizing, ſolemnly uſed amongſt them, for the initi­ating of Jews and Proſelytes into the Covenant of the [Page]Lord, and ſo into their Congregation. Who liſt to ſee more of theſe parallels between the Church of the Jews and that of Chriſts eſtabliſhing, may conſult that learned and pious Author.
But here it may be objected, that the Rites of the Ce­ermonial Law were all aboliſhed, upon the Preaching of the Goſpel, and did vaniſh as ſhadows before the Sun; and although, as St Auguſtine obſerved, the uſe of them was not Mortiferous, they were not deadly, till the utter ſubverſion of the Temple at Hieruſalem, and the Jewiſh Polity; (as appears alſo by the Doctrine and Practice of St Paul, who did for the time freely and indifferently uſe or omit them, as he judged, in prudence, moſt condu­cible to the advantage of the Church;) yet they were Mortua, they were but a dead letter, and as a Carcaſs with­out a ſoul, from after Chriſts death and reſurrection; and being deſigned to have their ſolemn burial in the ruines of the Temple, after that was demoliſhed, they became Mortifera, the uſe of them was deadly; and conſequently to dig them up again, is noiſome and unſa­voury. But as a very Learned, Grave and Pious Biſhop,Dr. Sanderſ. de obligat. Con­ſcientiae. prae­lect. 4. §. 29. p. 145, 146. (now with God) hath well obſerved, there is more of wit, than ſolidity in that aſſertion. For all the Ceremo­nials are not of a like nature, and importance. Thoſe of external Order and Decency are to be diſtinguiſhed, by Chriſtian prudence, from thoſe which did prefigure Chriſt to come. For thoſe Figurative Ceremonies which were inſtituted of Almighty God, to be Types of Chriſt the Redeemer to come in the fleſh, (as Circumciſion, the Sa­crifices, and the like) it is moſt certain, from the time that Chriſt did really fulfill all that was Typically prefigured by thoſe Ceremonies, and ſufficiently pro­claim to the world, by the Preachers of the Goſpel, that they were duly fulfilled, from thence forth they [Page]were of no more uſe; and therefore they were not only to be laid aſide as dead and unſavoury, but alſo to be avoided as peſtiferous and deſtructive. And eſpecial­ly it is to be moſt ſtudiouſly avoided, that they be not obtruded or obſerved out of any opinion of neceſsity: ac­cording to that of the Apoſtle, Gal. 5.2. Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if you be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing: for that did imply that Chriſt was not yet come in the fleſh; and ſo overthrew the faith.
But for thoſe other Ceremonies, which were not typi­cal, but modes of decency, inſtituted to adorn the ſolemni­ty of Gods publick worſhip, being eſſential to the exter­nal beauty of it; theſe are not to be condemned, as un­lawful, upon the meer account, that they were a part of Moſes's Diſcipline.
Nay, ſeeing God requires ſtill to be worſhipped in the beauty of holineſs; and will have all things, in his Church, performed, decently and in order; and yet hath not (in the New Teſtament) determin'd the particu­lars, wherein that Order, Decency and Beauty ſhall conſiſt; but hath left it to the Care & Prudence of the Governours, (to whom he hath committed the Keys of his Kingdom,) how can they diſcharge their duty better, in the particular determination hereof, then by a compliance with the wiſ­dom of God, and the practice of Chriſt in his Inſtitutions, in holding an Analogy with ſuch Laws, and Directions, as were given (or at leaſt allowed) by God himſelf, to his Church of the Old Teſtament, ſo far forth as there is equity and a parity of Reaſon for it?
Upon theſe grounds we may ſafely conclude, that the Tabernacle of the Chriſtian Church, wherein the Ordinan­ces of the holy Goſpel are to be preſerved, ought to have her Solemnities & decent trimmings as well as that of Da­vid's [Page]pitching. And what ſort of theſe Solemnities are moſt ſuitable, we have very fair inſinuations in the Scri­pture of the New Teſtament; in thoſe frequent alluſions to the ſolemn ſervice of the Tabernacle; as Rev. 21.2, 3. where St. John's viſion of the new Hieruſalem coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned for her husband, is expounded, in the next Verſe, by this remarkable acclamation, Behold, the Tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they ſhall be his people, and God himſelf ſhall be with them, and be their God.
Upon the whole matter therefore it is evident, that it is not an Hierarchy, that is, a ſacred Government conſiſting of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, ſetled in a ſtate of inequality and ſubordination; nor an eſtabliſh'd Liturgy, conſiſting of ſet Forms, for the adminiſtration of the ſeveral parts of the holy Office; nor a linen Ephod or Surplice; nor a Quire with a pair of Organs, nor reverend geſtures in our attendance upon it; it is none of theſe that will overthrow our preſent Church, or drive away the Ordinances of Gods worſhip from us, no more then the like did drive that Ark and Tabernacle from the people Iſrael. If theſe be the gray hairs, which ſome (that pretend to be more quick-ſighted) diſcern upon the Goſpel, (upon the matter) Chriſt himſelf hath ſtuck them there; and if the Bridegroom himſelf be pleaſed to ſee his Spouſe wear theſe marks of Antiquity, it becomes us, who are her Children, to reve­rence ſuch for her gray hairs, rather then reproach her for them. Certainly (whatever that means) this is not a ſetting up of Gods Ark in the Houſe of Dagon: but in that decent Tabernacle which David, out of a true devo­tion, and by the direction of Gods Spirit, hath prepared for it.
2. But have we not other Prognoſtications of our ap­proaching [Page] ruine, and the removal of Gods Ark, as a pro­luſion or preface to it? what think you of the diſcontent­ments and diviſions that are in the Nation? is not that an Omen that does boad as much? for Chriſt himſelf hath ſaid, That a Nation divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand.
But let me awaken your attention, to conſider how unjuſt, how unreaſonable ſome men are, in their com­plaints and accuſations. Firſt, they themſelves raiſe the diſcontentments, make and foment Diviſions in the King­dom; and then they make thoſe Diviſions the Progno­ſtications of the ruine of it. This is juſt like the pra­ctice of Barabbas; make the inſurrection firſt, and then commit Murder in that inſurrectionMar. 15.7.; Here lies all the difference, there the Felony was committed but upon a ſingle perſon; here 'tis upon Chriſts Church and three whole Kingdoms.
But if men were wiſe;Ibid. Verſ. 11. if they would not cry out to have Barabbas acquitted, and Jeſus delivered up to be crucified; if they were conſiderative, and would obey the voice of God, and hearken to their lawful Guides and Go­vernours, they might eaſily, with Gods bleſſing, pre­vent this miſchief. Take away the tale bearer, ſaith So­lomon, and ſtrife will ceaſe; you have heard of Sanctua­ry-ſins, of Church and Sermon-ſins, and ſuch there are indeed; there are Pulpit-tale bearers too, that make it their deſign and practice to raiſe and foment jealouſies, to ſow the ſeeds of diſcontent and ſedition; and if they may not be allowed to Act this part upon the publick Stage, then they creep into houſes; and find it a matter of much advantage, though of no great difficulty, to triumph over ſuch ſilly ſouls as are willing to be led captive. But God hath provided for his Church a ſufficient remedy againſt this miſchief, an Antidote againſt ſuch infuſions; Now I beſeech you, brethren, mark them which cauſe divi­ſions[Page]and offences, contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them: for they that are ſuch ſerve not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly, and by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple, Rom. 16.17, 18. it is your part and duty, as far as in you lies, to apply this remedy, and make uſe of the Caution.
3. But is not the Ark in great danger of being loſt amongſt us upon another account; is not that an un­churching of a people, when they want the power of the Miniſtry, a ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry; when we want a faith­ful Miniſter to go before us?
I muſt confeſs, we have extream need of ſuch a Mini­ſtry; ſuch as will not draw a fair skin over our old ſores, but will take pains and be faithful to launce our impe­ſtum'd Ulcers, and Probe them to the very bottom; for there lies very much Pride and Hypocriſie, Schiſm and Se­dition, Malice and Treaſon, in our hearts; it lies ſo neer un­to our eyes, we cannot ſee it; it is ſo natural, ſo cuſtoma­ble to us, we have no ſenſe or feeling of it. Away then with thoſe falſe Prophets that have dawbed ſo long with un­tempered morter, that have ſtrain'd at a Gnat and ſwal­lowed Camels; that have preach'd Placentia, and ſew'd Pillows under mens Elbows, and cry'd peace, or go up and proſper, when the deſign was flat Rebellion; and yet they humour'd the inclinations of the people, calling them bleſſed Iſa. 9.16. and a godly people, that by ſuch flatteries they might ſeduce them to run on in errour with them; wo unto them, for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the errour of Balaam for reward, and pe­riſhed in the gainſaying of Corah, Jud. ep. v. 11. if they repent not, away with them. And give us, and God of his mercy continue to us, ſuch a diſingaged ingenuous Mi­niſtry as may reſemble his own incarnate Word, Heb. 4.12. one that is quick and powerful, ſharper than any two [Page]edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joynts and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart: God grant us ſuch a Miniſtry, that there may follow the like conviction of ſinners to that mentioned by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 14.25. If all propheſie, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all: and thus are the ſecrets of his heart made manifeſt; and ſo falling down on his face, he will worſhip God, and report that God is in you of a truth.
God knows, this Kingdom, in general, hath need of ſuch a faithful, ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry as this is. But there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, as St. Paul tells Titus, whoſe mouths muſt be ſtopped, who ſubvert whole houſes, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucres ſake, Tit. 1.10, 11. the ſilencing or de­grading ſuch popular Prieſts and ſeditious Levites will not indanger the Ark of God at all. And if Abiathar does complot with Joab, to promote the intended Uſur­pation of Adonijah, as great a Prieſt as he is, it is fit he ſhould be ſent to Anathoth, and confined to his Country Village, leſt he make the City, by his Conſpiracy, too hot for Solomon; and in his abſence, as well the Ark of God as the perſon of the King will be ſo much the more in ſafety, 1 Kings 1.5, 7. with Chap. 2.26.
4. But there is a fourth Prognoſtication of this ſad Ca­lamity, that is, the abundance of Popiſh Prieſts and Jeſuites that are in the midſt of us, the growing and increaſing of Po­pery, and that proneneſs that is in people, to run head-long back again to the Garlick and Onions of Egypt: this argument (ſure) is ſufficient to make us all believe the Ark of God is in danger.
But the truth is, the Perſons that make the Argument, are none of the moſt likely men to prevent what they [Page]complain of. For who have done ſo much to harden that Popiſh party, to give them encouragement and advantage, as they have done? not to mention their Club-law, and Sequeſtrations, with the ſale of their eſtates, (no Cogent Arguments, ſure, to reſolve and ſettle Conſcience) what by charging them with ſuch things as cannot be made good againſt them; and by condemning what is not to be diſallowed in them, and by oppoſing very weakly (with more ſtrength of paſſion, than reaſon) what is juſtly to be reproved, they have made them more inflexible and obſtinate in their opinions. And they have given them advantage alſo by their factious Confederacies againſt that Hierarchy of the Church, whoſe Learning and Au­thority, is, under God, the onely probable means to check and ſilence them. It was a moſt remarkable ob­ſervation, in the Sermon of the late moſt Reverend Archbiſhop, upon the Scaffold, alluding to that Counſel of the Prieſts and Phariſees againſt our Saviour, Joh. 11.48. Men are afraid, ſaith he, that if they let this man alone, the Romans will come, and that Popery will prevail, (and) then they will take away our place and our Nation: but it proved the contrary; for after they had put that man to death, then the Romans came (indeed) and vanquiſh'd the City.
Popery could never have broken in upon us, to ſhake the Ark of God, in its decent and happy ſettlement a­mongſt us, as long as our lawful Governours were undi­ſturbed in their ſtation. They were our new door-keepers, they that thruſt out the right Poſſeſſors, to make room for their own ambi [...]ion, they turn'd the Key, and opened the Door; nay, they pull'd down the walls of Gods Houſe and let in Popery.
It was their turning the Ark of God into a Noab's Ark, where ſo many ſorts of wild and unclean beaſts [Page]were herded up together, without order or diſtinction, their dangerous miſtakes in Doctrine, their horrible con­fuſions in Diſcipline, their irreligious defalcations of ſome parts of Gods worſhip, and their ſcandalous irreverence in the performance of all the reſt; theſe diſorders cauſed ſo many to abhor the offering of the Lord; and they incli­ned others (whether more out of devotion and reverence, that out of levity and a deſire of change, I ſhall not deter­mine) but inclin'd they were upon this account, to lend a weak ear to the inſinuations of thoſe cunning Charmers of the Church of Rome. For, to uſe the words of that Wiſe and Learned Archbiſhop;A Relation of the Conference with Fiſher, in Epiſt. Ceremonies are the Hedge that fence the ſubſtance of Religion from all the In­dignities, which Prophaneſs and Sacriledge too commonly put upon it. And this I have obſerved, that no one thing hath made conſcientious men more wavering in their own minds, or more apt and eaſie to be drawn aſide from the ſin­cerity of Religion profeſſed in the Church of England, then the want of Uniform and Decent Order in too many Churches of the Kingdom. And the Romaniſts have been apt to ſay, The Houſes of God could not be ſuffered to lie ſo Naſtily (as in ſome places they have done) were the true worſhip of God obſerved in them: or did the people think that ſuch it were.
And I may add this, as a further matter of ſcandal and advantage to them; when men do openly proclaim, and that ſo crudely and without any diſtinction, that there is not a Nation under heavenMr. Calamy's challenge (pag. 13.) amounts to a poſitive aſ­ſertion., except this Nation of England, that ever enjoyed the Goſpel a hundred years toge­ther; which is ſo apparently falſe, that nothing can well be more falſe than that is; when they tell us that gray hairs are upon the Goſpel, which is everlaſting Heb. 12.27, 28. ch. 8. ult. Rev. 14.6. and can never wax old; who can fence off the Scandal, and not be tranſported with indignation, to hear the holy Text abu­ſed [Page]by ſuch abſur'd alluſions, deſigned on purpoſe to raiſe up amuzements and jealouſies in the people. And we may now ſee the ſaid Archbiſhops juſt Complaint to His Majeſty of ever Bleſſed Memory verified,In his Relation of the Confe­rence, in Epiſt. by too ſad an inſtance. That the Church of England was in a hard condition. She profeſſes the antient Catholick Faith; and yet the Romaniſt condemns her of Novelty in her Do­ctrine. She practiſes Church-government, as it hath been in uſe in all Ages, and all Places where the Church of Christ hath taken any Rooting, both in, and ever ſince the Apoſtles times; and yet the Separatiſt condemns her for Antichriſtianiſm in her Diſcipline. The plain truth is, ſhe is between theſe two Factions, as between two Mill­ſton [...]s; and unleſs your Majeſty look to it, to whoſe truſt ſhe is committed, ſhe'll be ground to Powder, to an irrepara­ble both diſhonour, and loſs to this Kingdom. And 'tis ve­ry remarkable, that while both theſe preſs hard upon the Church of England, both of them cry out upon perſecuti­on, like froward children which ſcratch, and kick and bite, and yet cry out all the while as if themſelves were kill'd. What ſucceſſe this great Diſtemper,Ibid. paulo poſt. cauſed by the Colliſion of two ſuch Factions, may have, I know not, I cannot Propheſie. We may change the Phraſe into [A great Diſtemper cauſed by their Coalition and clubbing of Intereſts to gain a Toleration] what ſucceſs this may have I know not; but (as that renowned Pre­late goes on) though I cannot Propheſie, Ibid. paulo poſt. yet I fear that A­theiſm and Irreligion gathers ſtrength, while the Truth is thus weakned by an unworthy way of contending for it. And while they thus contend, neither part conſider, that they are in a way to induce upon themſelves, and others, that contrary extream, which they ſeem moſt both to fear and oppoſe.
But let the Ark of God be ſetled with a decent ſplen­dor, [Page]and all the parts of Gods worſhip and ſervice be per­formed with a due and becoming Reverence: and in or­der hereunto, let the Hierarchy of the Church enjoy its full Authority and incouragement, and then we ſhall be in no ſuch danger of Apostaſie to either of theſe Factions.
5. But however, they ſay, we have reaſon to perſwade our ſelves, that England's Ark is in danger to be loſt, were it only for the ſins and prodigious iniquities that we are guilty of; our Common-wealth ſins, drunkenneſs and un­cleanneſs, bribery and oppreſsion; our Sanctuary-ſins, our remiſsneſs and unfruitfulneſs, our indifferency and luke­warmneſs, the prophanation of Sabbaths, and the ſtrange unheard of unthankfulneſs that is amongſt us: And that Commination will extend to us, if we be guilty of the like unfruitfulneſs; Therefore I ſay unto you, the Kingdom of God ſhall be taken from you, and given to a Nation bring­ing forth the fruits thereof, Mat. 21.43.
—Pudet haec opprobria nobis
 Et dici potuiſſe & non potuiſſe refelli.

I muſt ingenuouſly confeſs, we have but too much cauſe to be aſhamed that we have requited the Lord no bet­ter, that we have no better means to wipe off the ſtain of this moſt deſerved reproach: And unleſs we do ſeaſona­bly repent, God will viſit for theſe things, and be avenged of ſuch an ingrateful Nation as this is.
In old Eli's time, when the Prieſts were guilty of ſo much intemperance and uncleanneſs, ſo much rapine and ſacriledge; and yet the out-cries of a complaining people could not awaken the Supreme Governour to unſheath his ſword to redreſs theſe exorbitancies; but the Prieſts pro­ceeded to multiply and aggravate their crimes; and the [Page] Prince his Lenity made his reprehenſions but little better then a Toleration or Connivance, and ſo the people fell in­to irreligion and prophaneneſs, they abhorred the offering of the Lord: When there was ſuch a complication of ſins, and the ſins of the Rulers (as well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil) did both procure and encourage ſin in the people; Then the Holy Oracle grew ſilent, God himſelf departed, the Che­rubims made uſe of their wings to flye away, and the Ark of God was taken. If we be in league with Hell, 1 Sam. chap. 3. & 4. the Ark of the Covenant will not owne us. Now the energy and efficacy of witchcrafts depends upon a League with Hell; and Rebellion is as the ſin of witchcraft; as long therefore as we cleave unto, and in our hearts follow an Uſurper, we can have no ſaving Communion with the Ark of God, no more then Iſrael had while they marched after Jeroboam. They are nothing elſe but their iniquities that do ſeparate betwixt God and his people; Iſa. 59.1. Jer. 7.7. &c. it is their ſins that with-hold good things from them, even the bleſſings of the Ark and God's Holy Temple. As for the beauty of his Orna­ment, he ſet it in Majeſty: but they made the image of their abominations, and of their deteſtable things therein: There­fore have I ſet it far from them. And I will give it into the hands of the ſtrangers for a prey, and to the wicked of the earth for a ſpoil, and they ſhall pollute it, Ezek. 7.20, 21. Under the Goſpel we finde one Church that left her firſt Love; Another that was neither hot nor cold; Rev. chap. 2, & 3. A third that had a name that ſhe lived, but really ſhe was dead; A fourth that had ſuch in her boſome and communion as did teach the wicked policies of Balaam, and the unclean do­ctrine of the Nicolaitans; A fifth that did grant a Tole­ration to Jezabel, notwithſtanding her execrable Artifice and practices in ſeducing ſuch as had been dedicated to God's Service to commit Fornication and Idolatry: And [Page] was removed, and the Ark of God was taken from them. And though the Ark of God were entail'd upon England, yet there is a meaſure, there are aggravations, there are combinations of ſin, that when they are once made up will provoke God to uſe his prerogative over us, not in a way of mercy but of juſtice, to cut off that entail, and determine (as he did in another caſe) againſt it, Though England were the ſignet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence.
And yet this I muſt take leave to interpoſe in vindica­tion of the preſent Church of England; The fault is not in her; She may truly ſay, the Sons of Zeruiah are too hard for us: She hath it not in her power to redreſs things as ſhe would. And whoſe factious clamours and petitions, and other acts of open hoſtility, were they that unhing'd the Government, and pull'd down thoſe venerable Courts of Juſtice, whoſe Authority and Splendour were able to dazzle the eyes, and break the hearts of the moſt inſolent offenders? Till ſuch Courts can be restored, we muſt have patience to preach and pray, being in the ſame condition that we finde the Church of Corinth in, 2 Cor. 10.6. Having in a readineſs to revenge all diſobedience, when your obedience ſhall have been fulfilled. The delin­quents among them were too numerous and too potent for the Cenſures of the Church to take place upon them: For it is not prudent to exaſperate a multitude with the ſeverity of a Diſcipline which their numbers can ſo eaſily over-maſter: But when the Reformation of the major part is ſo conſpicuous, and the Zeal of the conformable part ſo ſerious and earneſt, that it may be prudent to pro­ceed againſt the refractory, then the Church will not fail in her duty, but inflict ſuch cenſures upon offenders as ſhall be ſuitable to their demerits: Having in a readineſs to revenge all diſobedience, when your obedience ſhall be ful­filled.
[Page]
In the mean while we are not without our Prognosti­cations too, that the Ark ſhall ſtill reſide and proſper with us.
1. Our late Tribulations have wrought patience, and our patience experience, and our experience Hope; A Hope, Rom. 5.3, 4, 5. we truſt, that will never make aſhamed. We argue our ſelves into this perſwaſion by the Logick of Manoah's wiſe: If the Lord were pleaſed to deſtroy us, Judg. 13.23. He would not have received an offering at our hands, nor would he have ſhewed us all theſe things; He would not have heard our prayers, nor have wrought ſuch miracles of mercy for the Reſtitution of his Ark amongſt us: A mercy that the Church of England may very well celebrate (with a ve­ry little variation of the expreſſions) in the 83. Pſalm. For loe our enemies lift up their head and made a tumult. They took crafty counſel againſt thy people. They ſaid, Come let us cut them off, that the name of the Church of Eng­land may be no more in remembrance. They conſulted toge­ther with one conſent, and were confederate. The tabernacles of Edom, and the Iſhmaelites, of Moab and the Hagarens. Gebal and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philiſtines, with the Inhabitants of Tyre. Aſſur alſo was joyned with them: and have holpen the Children of Lot. But God hath (upon the matter) done unto them as unto the Midianites, as to Siſera, as to Jabin, which periſhed at Endor; they became as dung for the Earth. He made their Princes like Oreb and Zeb; yea all their Princes as Zebah and Zalmunna. Who ſaid let us take to our ſelves the houſes of God into our poſſeſſion. Our God made them like a wheel that could never fix upon any ſolid ground of eſtabliſhment, but rolled and turned about in a reſtleſs variety of changes. At laſt they were as ſtubble before the winde, God did di­vide them in Jacob and ſcatter them in Iſrael: He did con­found their Languages, that the building of their Babel [Page]could not go forward. And all theſe diſpenſations were out of a deſign of mercy to the Adverſaries of this Church; God hath filled their faces with ſhame, that they might be induced to joyn with the Church in a due and decent conformity to ſeek his Name. And ſo let all the Combinations of thy Churches enemies periſh, O Lord, but let them that love thee and thy Church, be as the Sun when he goeth forth in his might, Judges 5.31. that our Land may be fil­led with piety, devotion and glory, and ſo have reſt, to all generations.
God hath done great things for us already, whereof we rejoyce; and what he hath done, he is pleaſed to make his ingagement to do more; if we do not render our ſelves utterly unworthy, and forfeit our Tenure by our obſtinate perverſities. This is one ground of our hope: And there is, A
2d. The Church of England hath a praying people; a people whoſe devotions are ſolid and fervent, regular and conſtant; a people that do frequent the Publick Prayers of the Church out of humility and obedience, out of judg­ment and prudence; and yet do importune God in their Cloſets, day and night too; though they love not ſo much to play the Hypocrite, as to ſound their Trumpet, to tell the world they do ſo. You know, the intereſt of ten righteous perſons was ſo conſiderable to Almigh­ty God, that it ſhould have prevail'd with him for the preſervation of five moſt lewd and vitious Cities; and God be bleſſed, we have that number, I truſt many hun­dred times told over.
But becauſe, if we continue in ſin, the Epha Zach. 5. will be full at laſt; and if we neglect ſo great ſalvation, and the things that do belong unto our peace; thoſe things will be hidden from our eyes, and we ſhall bring upon our ſelves ſwift deſtruction 2 Pet. 7.2.; and then the devotions of holy Pro­phets [Page]will be injoyned ſilence, by Gods own Order (Jer. 7.16. Pray not thou for this people [for their goodJer. 14.11. &c. 11.14.] neither lift up cry, nor prayer for them, neither make in­terceſſion to me; for I will not hear thee.) And though they ſhould pray earneſtly, and continue their importu­nity (receiving no ſuch expreſs Order, as that Prophet Jeremy had, to the contrary;) yet their prayers, in this caſe, in this juncture of affairs (when the harveſt of ſin is ripe) how effectual ſoever for themſelves, would not prevail, they would be fruitleſs, as to the generality of perſons, and the calamity of the Nation; for when I bring my ſore judgments upon the Land, though theſe three men, Noah, Daniel and Job, were in it, as I live, Ezek. 14.14, 10. ſaith the Lord God, they ſhould deliver neither ſon nor daughter, they ſhould but deliver their own ſouls by their righteouſ­neſs. Therefore to prevent this dreadful ſeverity of Al­mighty God, give me leave to propound ſome few Ca­veats and Directions to you, touching your behaviour, in reference to the Ark of God (by which I underſtand his ſacred Ordinances) and ſo I ſhall conclude.
When God was about to deſcend upon Mount Si­nai, at the promulgation of the Law (Exod. 19.) he commanded Moſes to ſet bounds, to keep off the people, that they might not preſs upon ſo dreadful a Majeſty, to their own ruine. The preſence of God with his holy Ark, in his holy worſhip, is no leſs ſacred, no leſs dread­ful than it was on Mount Sinal; I muſt therefore draw a line, and ſet up rails about it, as well to ſecure your intereſt in it, as to preſerve that reſpect and veneration that is due unto it. Theſe ſhall be made up of a ſix fold Caveat. You muſt,
	1. Not over value, or deifie it.
	2. Not undervalue, or blaſpheme it.
	3. Not invade, or profane it.
	4. Not ſlander, or belye it.
	5. Not intrude, or pry into it.
	6. Not rifle, or plunder it.

1. You muſt not over-value or deifie it. A very high eſteem and reverence you muſt have for tthe Ark of God; and you may relie upon Gods promiſe, and confidently expect what God hath engaged to do for you by the Mi­niſtry thereof. But you muſt not turn the Ark into an Idol; exhibere cultum Dei creaturae, eſt Idololatria, ſaith Aquinas; if you devote that ſervice to it, and place that affiance in it which is due to God alone, you do then make an Idol of it: You make the Type of Chriſt to be­come his Rival; you make him jealous of his own Repre­ſentative; and you eclipſe his honour by that ſhadow that was deſign'd to illuſtrate and ſet it off.
And yet there are ſome that do more then this, worſe then this amounts to; they do Hyper-deifie it, advance it above God, yea againſt God; for God will not patro­nize the guilty, Chriſt will not ſave the impenitent; 'tis a deſperate preſumption to think they will: if you expect this from the Ark, you do not only turn it into an Idol, ſet it up in Gods ſtead: but you do more then ſo, you ex­alt it above God, you pretend to make it do what God will not do, what Chriſt cannot do; you make it a real Antichriſt.
For Chriſt came to deſtroy the works of the Devil, and to take away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. And if you make the Ark a Sanctuary for Malefactors, you ſet it up in op­poſition to Chriſt, and provoke him to Arm himſelf (as it were) againſt it, in vindication of his own glory.
Upon this very account it was, that he delivered the Ark (under the Law) into the hands of the Philiſtines, 1 Sam. 4. and Jer. 7.3. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, amend your ways and your doings, and I will [Page]cauſe you to dwell in this place: (but) truſt ye not in lying words, ſaying, The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord; as if that had been a threefold fortification, to ſecure them againſt all poſſible calamity; But ye truſt in lying words that cannot profit: will ye ſteal, murder, and commit adultery, and ſwear fa [...]ſly, and burn incenſe unto Baal, and wa [...]k after other gods whom ye know not, and come and ſtand before me, in this houſe which is called by my name, and ſay we are delivered to do all theſe abominations? is this houſe that is called by my name become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have ſeen it, ſaith the Lord; But go ye now unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I put my name at the firſt, and ſee what I did to it, for the wickedneſs of my people Iſrael, &c.
That Ark which was the viſible Symbol of his preſence, and the eſpecial Inſtrument of his worſhip and ſervice, they ſet it up in oppoſition to his glory; they would have it patronize their ſin, and protect them, in their impenit [...]n­cy, againſt Gods ſevere judgements; and this provokes God to give it up to be defiled by reproach and propha­nation. Let this be a Caveat to you therefore, not to over-value, or deifie the Ark of God.
2. And yet you muſt take heed you do not underva­lue and blaſpheme it; not vilifie the ſolemn ſervice of God perform'd about it. This was the ſin of Michal the Daughter of Saul, ſhe looked thorow a window, and ſaw David clothed in his linen Ephod, and dancing (after the Muſick) before the Ark of the Lord, and ſhe deſpiſed him in her heart, 2 Sam. 6.16. yea, her heart was ſwell'd ſo big with pride and indignation, that it could not con­tain if ſelf within any bounds of moderation; it burſt out into obloquy, for ſhe reproach'd him as a vain and ſhameleſs fellow, (Ver. 20)
But David had enough to ſay for his own vindicati­on; [Page]that he did thus humble himſelf, it was only in the preſence of the Lord, who had exalted him; and it is ve­ry fit that the Majeſty of earth ſhould be laid in the duſt, before the Majeſty of heaven; and to deſpiſe any perſon for doing God reverence, argues an opinion, that God may have too much honour, that the Solemnity of his worſhip may be too great for his excellency, and tranſcend the merits of his divine Attributes; and that a leſs devo­tion will ſerve his turn.
But this caſteth ſo dark a reflection upon Gods glory, that his patience cannot brook it; and therefore the pro­phaneſs of Michal's heart, and the petulancy of her bitter tongue, is puniſh'd with a barren womb, a great reproach in that Nation; or if ſhe be with child (as ſome think ſhe was) ſhe ſhall not give birth to it, but with the loſs of her own life; for, becauſe of this her carriage towards Da­vid, upon this occaſion, Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no child unto the day of her death. 2 Sam. 6.23.
And yet it is no Paradox to ſay, we have many of Mi­chal's breed at this day amongſt us; ſuch as have made a mock at the linen Ephod, derided Church-muſick deſign­ed to celebrate Gods praiſes, ſcoffed at the very Hymns and Prayers, and blaſphem'd the whole Solemnity of Gods moſt ſacred worſhip. Have not the ſervants of the moſt high God been publickly reviled by the title of Baal's Prieſts, for their reverent attendance upon this ſervice of Gods Ark? hath not the eſtabliſh'd Form of Liturgy been vilified by the name of pottage, not only in the foul leaves of Scurrilous Pamphlets; but likewiſe in the mouths of railing Rabſhakehs, more foul and prophane then they?
But we cannot be tranſported with amazement at theſe things, being premoniſhed by the Spirit of Pro­pheſie, in the holy Apoſtles, that there ſhould come (and [Page]that more abundantly) in the laſt days ſcoffers, walking after their own luſts. 2 Pet. 3.3.
But does not this filthy dirt that is thrown upon the Ark of God, daſh and beſpatter the Majeſty of God him­ſelf? yes ſurely; for Chriſt ſaith, He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me; ſuch as deſpiſe the Ministry that attends upon the Ark, they deſpiſe not man, but God; 1 Theſ. 4.8. the reproaches of them that reproach the Ark of God, do fall upon God himſelf.
And becauſe they were guilty of Michals ſin, have they not met with Michals curſe too? Give them, O Lord, what wilt thou give them? give them a barren womb and dry breasts, Hoſ. 9.14. Have they not all been barren, that ſcoffed at the ſolemn ſervice of Gods Ark? either their Conceptions have proved abortive; or, if the chil­dren have come to the birth, yet there hath been no strength to bring forth; or, if they have been delivered, yet thoſe breasts, that ſhould have ſuckled the off-ſpring of this ſcoffing Mother, have proved dry, and ſo the producti­on, like the ſeed ſown by the way ſide, hath dwindled away for want of nouriſhment.
This was acknowledged in a Sermon preached before that remnant of the Houſe of Commons (Jan. 27.1646/7) ſix year ago (ſaith the Preacher) after this Parliament had ſate awhile, Mr. Jo. Arrow-ſmith his great wonder in Hea­ven, pag. 36. it was generally believed that ſhe (he alludes to that woman which was a Type of the Church, Rev. 12.1.) was fallen into her travel; And in the midſt of all thoſe ſorrows which have befallen England ſince, her friends en­couraged themſelves with this hope, that the quicker and ſharper her pains grew, the liker ſhe was to be ſpeedily deli­livered of that man-child, which was by them ſo greedily expected. But, behold, as if all theſe had been but fore­runners of her labour, not bearing-throws, ſhe continues [Page]ſtill in pain: inſomuch as they begin now to think ſhe hath not gone her full time, and earneſtly to deſire ſhe may; be­cauſe they fear nothing more than an Abortive Reformati­on; (for ſo they called, they knew not what, the thing they projected to build upon the ruines of Gods Church amongſt us.)
Remember Michal, Remember Sauls daughter; her ſin, and her judgement too; and ſcoff no more at the So­lemn Worſhip and Service, perform'd before the Ark of God; that is our Second Caveat.
3. You muſt not invade and prophane the Ark; God would not allow that any perſon ſhould Miniſter about the Ark, but ſuch as were of the Tribe of Levi, and du­ly ordained and ballowed for that ſervice.
Every man might expect a bleſſing from the Ark; but every man might not officiate about it, at his own plea­ſure; the higheſt Gifts gave him no Commiſſion, procured him no Authority for this work, without a ſpecial Con­ſecration; for no man taketh this honour unto himſelf, Heb. 5.4. but he that is called of God, as was Aaron; without this war­rant, the greateſt Zeal, though directed by an eminent degree of knowledge, in the management of this ſacred Function, had been no better then a Sacrilegious pro­phanation.
When the Oxen ſtumbled and ſhook the Ark, UZzah put forth his hand, out of devotion, without all perad­venture, to uphold it, that it might not be overthrown; but his good meaning would not excuſe his raſhneſs; for, whether his hand and ſhoulder withered, or he were ſtruck ſuddenly with a thunder-bolt, I ſhall not take up­on me to determine; but this I am aſſured of, upon the Credit and Authori [...]y of the holy Story, tha [...] the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt UZZah, and God ſmote him there for his errour, and there he died by the Ark of God, 2 Sam. 6.6, 7.
[Page]
Eli trembled for fear of the Ark.Shall I give you Mr. Calamy's Application of this ac­cident? We have had great diſorder heretofore, ſaith he, and God is now puniſhing us for that diſorder: there were abundance of well-meaning men that uſurping the Miniſteri­al Office; and (forſooth) they were afraid the Ark was fal­ling, and they laid to their ſhoulders; but their touching the Ark undid the Ark and themſelves too, and brought a ſcan­dal on the Goſpel. This is Mr. Calamy's Application.
But if we examine the matter thorowly, we ſhall find him, with many others (that inveighed fiercely againſt ſuch as uſurped the Miniſterial Office) involved in the ſame guilt with UZZah, and conſequently, they fall un­der the ſame condemnation.
For what was Uzzah's crime; Oz a percuſſus eſt, quòd attigiſſet arcam Domini. Id enim ne Levitis quidem fas erat. Arcam enim ab illis tantùm geſtari, non contingi, aut ſpectari oportuit, ſaith Peter Martyr: Uzzah was ſmit­ten,In 2 Sam. 6.6, 7, 8. becauſe he touch'd the Ark of God; for the Le­vite's Office was to carry the Ark, but they were, under a ſevere prohibition, neither to touch it, not to look into it; for ſo the Lord had ordained, Numb. 4.15. When Aaron and his Sons have made an end of covering the San­ctuary, and all the veſſels of the Sanctuary, as the Camp is to ſet forward; after that, the Sons of Kohath ſhall come to bear it; but they ſhall not touch any holy thing, leſt they die; and Ver. 20. They ſhall not go in to ſee, when the holy things are covered, leſt they die.
But it might have been alledged on the beh [...]lf of Uz­zah, that what he did was upon an extraordinary occaſi­on, in a caſe of neceſſity, and out of zeal, to ſave the Ark from falling;Ibid. but as Peter Martyr hath very well obſerved, his touching the Ark is aſſigned, by many, as the cauſe, why he was ſo ſuddenly ſmitten; Sed erat alia cauſa & prior & major, quòd ille arcam impoſuiſſet in currum, [Page]& dediſſet cauſam huic neceſſitati. But there was another, a former and a greater cauſe for it; his putting the Ark up­on a Cart, and ſo betraying it to that danger and neceſſity. So the Engliſh Annotations, The anger of the Lord was kindled againſt Uzzah; becauſe he had cauſed his holy Ark to be carried in a Cart, which they ſhould have born on their ſhoulders, and for touching it with his hand, being but a Le­vite and no Prieſt. On, 2 Sam. 6.7.
The Levites might not be their own Carvers, in the holy function, might not invade what part of it they had a fancy to; no, Aaron and his ſons ſhall go in, and appoint them every one to his ſervice, and to his burden Numb. 4.19. If they had an ambition to uſurp any other part of the ſacred Of­fice (that was not ſo aſſigned them by their Superiours) though they did create a preſent neceſſity for it; yet that neceſſity of their own making could not juſtifie them in ſuch their Sacrilegious Uſurpation.
And this is directly the Caſe of the Presbyterians. It was their duty (we confeſs) to bear the Ark of God, to Mi­niſter unto it, in ſome parts of the ſacred Office, ſuch as were aſſigned them by their Superiours; but they could not keep their hands off the Ark; their ambition ſpur'd them on to Uſurp other parts of that Office; to lay on hands, for the Ordination of others; (leſt, forſooth, the Ark of Gods worſhip ſhould fall to the ground, for lack of a Miniſtry to attend it) which they had no Com­miſſion for, no Warrant at all, but a pretended neceſſity of their own making, by pulling down Aaron and his Sons, the holy Order of Biſhops, who alone were inveſted with that power.
So that theſe Presbyterians have followed Uzzah in the imitation of his errour and temerity; and hath not a ſuitable judgment overtaken them, a puniſhment Ana­logical to that of Uzzah? are not thoſe hands that were [Page]ſtretched out, without any Authority, to perform this Of­fice, are they not withered? hath not the anger of the Lord (as Mr. Calamy in part confeſſeth) ſmitten them, for this Sacrilegious Uſurpation? we ſee, they are dead, before the Ark, in this capacity; and therefore, you muſt not invade and profane the Ark; that is the third Caveat.
4. You muſt not ſlander and belie the Ark. There are, and have been in all Ages, falſe Prophets who have ſuggeſted their own Dreams, Fancies and Deſigns, for the Oracles of God. The Prophets Propheſie lies in my name, as the Lord himſelf complains by the Prophet Jeremy, Chap. 14.14. I ſent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither ſpake I unto them: they propheſie unto you a falſe viſion, and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart, J [...]r. 14.14. and Chap. 23 16, 17. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, hearken no [...] unto th [...] words of the Prophets that propheſi [...] unto you; they make you vain: they ſpeak a viſion of their own heart, and not ou [...] of the mouth of the Lord: they ſay ſtill unto them that deſpiſe me, the Lord hath ſaid ye ſhall have peace; and they ſay unto every one that walketh after the ſtubbornneſs of his own heart, No evil ſhall come upon you.
And hath not the lying ſpirit given out his Oracles, by the mouths of a multitude of ſuch Prophets, amongſt us, in theſe times of our diſtraction?
One of them g [...]ve out this for an Oracle Mr. John Goodwin's An­ti-Caval. See Dr. Ham. of Reſiſting the lawful Magi­ſtrate, &c. pag. 22. &c., about 18 or 19 years ago, that the King, though Head of all, and ſingulis Major; yet he was univerſis Minor; though above all ſingle perſons; yet inferiour to the body of his people; that they have a power and right to reſiſt him.
And becauſe this is contradicted expreſly by the live­ly Oracles of the holy Scripture, and the writings of all the primitive Fathers, therefore that lying bloody Oracle [Page]ſaid further (in effect) that God did hide this liberty from the primitive Chriſtians, leſt the uſe of it ſhould cauſe an abortion in the birth of Antichriſt. God cauſed a dead ſleep (ſaith he) to fall upon theſe truths, the hiding of them being neceſſary to help Antichriſt up to his throne; yea, he ſaith, that God by ſpecial diſpenſation ſuffer'd him the ſaid Anti­chriſt to make ſuch truths his footſtool, till he had advan­ced himſelf to his higheſt pitch in the world.
But now that this Antichriſt is to be deſtroyed and caſt out, and the Commonalty of Chriſtians (as he pretended) being the men that muſt have the principal hand in executing Gods judgments upon the whore; for bringing this to paſs now, ſaith he, in theſe our times God hath given out this Re­velation to us, he hath manifeſted the Doctrine of Reſiſtance; and Chriſtians may act contrary to the will of their Superi­ours. And for this, you have Mr. John Goodwins aſſe­veration.
To a like effect you have another, that blows the Trumpet of Sedition; and to raiſe up the people in Arms againſt their lawful Sovereign. He does ſhame­fully pervert and blaſpheme the ſacred Text, Judg. 5.23. Curſeye Meroz (ſaid the Angel of the Lord) curſe ye bitter­ly the inhabitants thereof; becauſe they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty. And this was Mr. Marſhal See Mr. Ed. Symons Con­futation of that Sermon..
A third tells ſome of the Houſe of Commons, in a Ser­mon at Weſtminster, (1641) that now is the time, that God is beating down the walls of proud Babylon,Mr. William Bridge, Baby­lons downfall, pag. 10. Pag. 33. that are raiſed up in every Kingdom; and, ſaith he, ye ſhall ſee theſe great works come to paſs ſhortly. And, in his Epiſtle to the Reader, he tells him, I ſhall not propheſie, if I ſay, The ſword is now drawn, whoſe anger ſhall not be pacified, till Babylon be down. And this is Mr. William Bridge. And another of Theſe Prophets is as poſitive as if the work had [Page] then been already done; the greatest blow that ever was given, ſaith he, to Antichriſtian Government, is that which NOW IT HATH HAD, Babylon is fal­len, is fallen, ſo fallen as it ſhall NEVER riſe again; and this is Mr. Jeremy Burroughs On Iſa. 66.10. in a Thankſ­giving..
And others, to inflame and ingage the people unto Re­bellion, have forced the holy Scripture ſeemingly to belie it ſelf; for ſo they did when they preached upon thoſe Texts, Curſed is he that withholdeth his hand from blood; See Evangeli­um Armatum, per totum. and curſed is he that doth the work of the Lord negligently; when they were fighting againſt the King and his loyal Subjects.
And leſt the peoples Conſciences ſhould be affrighted, and their inſolence daunted, at the Apoſtles dreadful Commination againſt ſuch Reſiſters, Rom. 13. They that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation; They found out an allay, by a gentle interpretation of the Phraſe; See Dr. Ham. ib. p. 33. it does not ſignifie the damnation of hell (they tell their con­fidents, whom they had abuſed and ſeduced to follow their pernicious ways) but ſome temporal mulct only (if the King ſhould prove able to inflict it.)
But when ſo much Chriſtian blood hath been ſhed, and a moſt flouriſhing Kingdom, with a Church of the beſt Con­ſtitution in the whole world, deſtroyed, under a pretence of pulling down Antichriſt, what new Model have they got, what Plat form have they received from heaven, to ſet up in the room of it? why, no other than what their blind imaginations ſhould ſtumble upon by chance, and God knows when; And the holy Text is ſacrificed too, to gratifie this conceit.
Go with me, ſaith Mr. Caſe, In his Sermon before the Peers, March 25. 1646. pag. 41. to Heb. 11.13. And ye ſhall find Abraham with his ſtaff in his hand, and his ſandalt on his feet, and his loyns girt: pleaſe to let me ask him two or three Queſtions by the way: ſee what he will [Page]anſwer. Reverend Patriarch, whether are you going? Anſwer, I know not: When ſhall you return? Anſwer, I know not: How will you ſubſiſt? Anſw. I know not: He is in haſte as well as we; and therefore I'le ask him but one Queſtion more. Abraham, why then do you go at ſuch UNCERTAINTIES? to this he will anſwer, I go not upon uncertainties; I have a call; I have a com­mand, and that will ſecure my perſon, and bear my charges. By faith Abraham when he was called to go into a place, which he ſhould after receive for an inheritance, obeyed, and went out, Heb. 11.8. NOT KNOWING WHI­THER HE WENT.
Chriſtians (ſaith he) obſerve, a Call is as good as a Pro­miſe: (and a little after) we have not only a call, but a promiſe; not in general only, but in ſpecial. The whole Book of the Revelation is nothing elſe but one great Pro­miſe of the down-fall of Antichriſt, and Goſpel-Refor­mation; and that is the work Parliament and Kingdom have now in hand in theſe three Nations: Thus Mr. Caſe.
But what they meant by that Goſpel-reformation, they could never agree to tell us; witneſs Mr. Daniel Evance, in his SermonIntituled The Noble Or­der, pag. 41. before the Lords, Jan. 28. 1645. (on 1 Sam. 2.30.) where he tells them thus: I profeſs, my Lords, I am neither for Paul, nor Apollos, nor Cephas, nor Chriſt, till I know what Paul and Apollos and Cephas are for, and what thoſe, that ſay they are for Chriſt, can ſay for him.
But I could wiſh (my Lords) that we had the PAT­TERN, that every man might Conſult with the mount, WHICH OF THE TWO IS CHRISTS GO­VERNMENT. The CHILD is CHRIST­NED (for ought I ſee) before it is BORN, and we have the NAMES before the THINGS.
It ſeems, by their own Confeſſion, they were not ſo [Page]good Marks-men as St Paul was,When will theſe be ſo ingenuous as thoſe menti­oned, Zac. 13.4, 5. [I therefore ſo run, not as uncertainly: ſo fight I, not as one that beateth the air:] they were like the Samaritanes, to whom our Saviour ſaith, Joh. 4.22. Ye worſhip ye know not what. In this they were like thoſe the Apoſtles ſpeaks of, who pro­feſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became fools, Rom. 1.22. take head therefore that you do not ſlander, or belie the Ark of God; that is the fourth Caveat.
5. You muſt not intrude or pry into the Ark of God. We muſt look no further than as the holy Ghoſt hath ſet it open, and the hand of the Prophets and Apoſtles drawn the Curtain for us. God will not allow the com­mon people to gaze upon the holy Mount (Exod. 19.21.) ſecret things belong to the Lord our God: Revealed things are for us, and for our children. Deut. 29.29. If we muſt needs afford a proſpect to our curioſity, there are Myſteries diſplaied to us, in the holy Goſpel,1 Pet. 1.12. ſuch as the Angels deſire to look into; can we not ſatisfie our ſelves in the contemplation of theſe things?
If we muſt needs let our thoughts run out upon the judgment to come, can we not confine them within the modeſt limits of ſobriety, and meditate upon the certainty, and the ſeverity, with thoſe terrible accidents that ſhall attend it? is all our longing after the forbidden fruit, that grows upon this tree?See Gerh. de ex­trem. Jud. mihi, p. 190. how many impoſtures have the Chriſtian World been deluded with, upon this account, for filthy lucres ſake?
And of what ill conſequence this is, you may learn from Mr. Calamy In his late Sermon.; he tells you it is the way to make men Atheiſts, to believe nothing; and thereupon he concludes, that certainly thoſe Miniſters do no good to the Church, that preſcribe Times and Seaſons; for when thoſe Seaſons are come, and we find our ſelves diſappointed, after that we will believe the Miniſter no more.
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This was the ſin of the Bethſhemites (prying into the Ark of God) which coſt them no leſs then 50070 lives. Mr. Calamy was very ſenſible of this judgement upon thoſe men;1 Sam. 6.19. and yet at the very ſame time, he muſt needs be peeping into the Ark himſelf; for what elſe means his hints, touching thoſe ſtrong impreſſions upon the hearts of many learned men, as to the year 1666. and the Book printed to prove, that Antichriſt ſhall then be deſtroyed? what means he elſe, by his hint, that ſome pitch upon a neerer time, which he is loth to name?
But he tells us, he is ſure, that God is now pouring out his Vials upon Antichriſt, and the Throne of the Beaſt; and although ſome few drops of theſe Vials may fall upon the Re­formed Churches to chaſtiſe them; yet the Vials are intended for the Whore of Babylon, and ſhall at laſt be all poured out upon Her, to the ruine of Antichriſt and all his Adherents.
Why, truly theſe men are much beholden to the Beaſt, and do make much uſe of his Throne to uphold their ſeditious doctrines and practices: For Antichriſt is their ſtalking horſe, when the preſent Government is their quarry. For by Antichrist they underſtand not onely the Pope of Rome, or the Great Turk, but the very Hie­rarchy of the Church, with the Solemn Service of God, which is performed and upheld by it. And by amuzing the people with the ſudden and certain expectation of this Antichriſts ruine, they keep them in a posture for ſedition, that when they ſee their advantage to give the word, they may be ready to arme, and give fire upon their Governours.
But for this pretence of pulling down Antichriſt, it is a ſaddle that will fit any back. Hath not the Presbyterian party been called Antichriſt? yes, and that in Print too; and perhaps they had had a war made upon them, upon that account, had they inſiſted ſtifly upon their pretenti­ons to that Government.
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But for my part, I think it more then probable, that the great Antichriſt the Apoſtle ſpeaks of2 Theſ. 2.7. 8, 9, 10. See Dr. Ham­monds Anno­tations. is deſtroyed already: If not, yet the queſtion is not ſufficiently de­termined (by them who are in expectation of his ruine) who he is; much leſs when his Kingdom is to have an end. And when men have been engaged to the expence of ſo much blood and treaſure, to the ruine of ſo many Perſons and Families, in purſuance of ſuch a deſign, and there comes nothing on't; but their ſuppoſed Antichriſt, or his ſuppoſed Adherents continue ſtill, and appear to be ſo much leſs Antichriſt then themſelves, in that they deſire to live in peace, and to render unto God the glory due unto his Name (which the real Antichrist certainly does not;) who ſhall anſwer for all the horrible outrages that have been committed to no purpoſe, but to the diſhonour of God, and the ſcandal of mankind, to the reproach of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, and the juſt indignation of our Superiours? Who, I ſay, ſhall anſwer this at Gods Tri­bunal? Will that excuſe ſerve the turn, (which is all that can be pretended to) That the promoters of theſe confuſions were mistaken, and do now begin to think that the Church (the woman they fancied to be all this while in travel with the deſigns of their own begetting) has not yet gone her full time, (as one of them is pleaſed to word it?) I ſay,Mr. Arrow­ſmith, ubi ſu­pra. will this excuſe ſerve the turn before the dreadful Judge?
But ſuppoſe there were an infallible diſcovery of An­tichriſt, yet where is the Commiſſion? where do we finde any warrant to levy war againſt him? It is ſaid of that Beaſt and his Complices, Revel. 17.14. That they ſhall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb ſhall overcome them. But where do we finde that the Lamb makes war upon them? It is with the Spirit of his mouth that he conſumes them, and with the brightneſs of his coming, [Page]not by the mouth of the glittering ſword, 2 Theſſ. 2.8. It is ſaid alſo, (Revel. 17.16) that the ten horns (which are interpreted to be ten Kings, v. 12.) ſhall hate the whore, and ſhall make her deſolate and naked, and ſhall eat her fleſh, and burn her with fire. But in all this I can ſee no war­rant, nothing that looks like it, for Subjects to take up Arms without, much leſs, againſt the Kings Authority.
There is a Propheſie, indeed, that Antichriſt ſhall fall and be destroyed; but that will not juſtifie what is done againſt Gods Command: For there is a Propheſie like­wiſe, that the Devil ſhould caſt ſome of the Servants of God into priſon, Revel. 2.10. and yet he is a Devil ſtill. A Propheſie that Jeroboam 1 Kin. 11.31. ſhould have ten parts of Reho­boam's Kingdom, and yet he was a Rebell 1 Kin. 12.19. and an Uſur­per 1 Kin. 11.17., and he made Iſrael to ſin 1 Kin. 15.26, 34..
We muſt frame our lives and actions, not by dark Propheſies, but by clear Precepts: And we are no where informed who is Antichriſt; no where enjoyned to fight againſt him; but earneſtly exhorted To be quiet, and to do our own buſineſs 1 Theſ. 4.11.; To follow peace with all men, and ho­lineſs, without which (pair of virtues) no man ſhall ſee the Lord Heb. 12.14..
Certainly therefore our wiſeſt courſe is, not to trou­ble our heads about Antichriſt, but leave Chriſt himſelf do deal with him, and to betake our ſelves to Prayer and Faſting, with other pious exerciſes, to prepare for the Advent of Death and Judgment. This is the fifth Cave­at, not to intrude or pry into the Ark.
6. The ſixth and laſt Caveat is, you muſt not rifle and plunder the Ark. The Apoſtle tells us, Heb. 9.4. That with the Ark there were not only the Tables of the Covenant, but alſo the golden pot that had Manna, and Aa­rons rod that budded. The Tables of the Law are of in­diſpenſable neceſſity to ſalvation; for the mercy of the [Page]Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſting upon them that fear him; to ſuch as keep his Covenant, and think upon his Com­mandments to do them, Pſal. 103.17, 18. And Aarons Rod is requiſite to excite and quicken; the Pot of Manna to ſtrengthen and encourage unto the duty: There is a mixture of ſeverity and ſweetneſs, Lib. 2. paſtoral. Creſſol. Anthol. Dec. 2.161. as Gregory hath obſer­ved; Rigor diſciplinae &, dulcedo humanitatis, quae ſacro­ſanctas legum Tabulas cuſtodiunt. There muſt be Diſci­pline, and there muſt be Sacraments, elſe the Law cannot be obſerved: The one to awe, the other to enable us to that obſervation.
All the Service performed before the Ark under the Law was not Typical; though the Sacrifices of fowls and beaſts be out of date and aboliſh [...]d, yet the Sacrifice of hearts and ſouls is in force ſtill. There was incenſe to be offered, and God was to be ſolemnly thank'd and praiſed Morning and Evening 1 Chron. 23.30.; and this continues ſtill, though the other be extinguiſhed.
Nay, as they had their Sacrifice prefigurative, to pro­teſt their h [...]mage and devotion, to awaken their repen­tance, upon a ſuggeſtion of their guilt and their deme­rits, and to excite their faith to lay hold upon the paſſion and death of Chriſt to come, for their expiation and a­tonement; ſo we have our Sacrifice repreſentative, to proteſt our devotion, to awaken our repentance, and to excite our Faith to lay hold upon the Paſſion and Death of Chriſt already paſt: Mal. 1.11. See Mr. Meade upon this Text, and the Anci­ent Fathers by him cited. For from the riſing of the Sun even unto the going down of the ſame, my name ſhall be great a­mong the Gentiles; and in every place Incenſe ſhall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: For my name ſhall be great among the Heathen, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. This is that ſolemn Commemorative Oblation of the Sacrifice of the Croſs, with our Adorations, Laudes and Prayers, in that Sacramental Euchariſt of Chriſts own Inſtitution.
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Chriſt is given us in pretium (ſaith that Learned Bi­ſhopBiſhop An­drews, Ser. 2. of the Nativi­ty.) for a price; a price either of ranſome, to bring out de loco caliginoſo; or a price of purchaſe, of (that, where without it we have no intereſt) the Kingdom of Heaven. For both he is given, non habentes oblationem ma­jorem neque pu­riorem quae Deo poſset of­ferri quàm Eu­charistiam, eam in omni offe­runt loco. Dig­nam planè Deo oblationem, cu­jus reſpectu jam holocauſtae & boſtiae omnes antiquae Deo non placent, tantopere illa placet (ſc. Eu­chariſtia.) Paul. de Pala­cio, in Mal. 1.11. offer we him for both. He was given us, to that end we might give him back. We wanted, we had nothing valuable; that we might have, this he gave us, (as a thing of greateſt price) to offer for that which needeth a great price, our ſins, ſo many in number, and ſo foul in quality. We had nothing worthy God; This He gave us that is worthy him, which cannot be but accepted, offer we it never ſo often. Let us then offer him, and in the act of offering, ask of him what is meet. And a little after, This [his fleſh] he gave for us in ſacrifice; and this he gi­veth us, in the Sacrament; that the Sacrifice may, by the Sacrament, be truly applied to us.
What an irreligious, what a ſcandalous neglect of the Ark of God, in reſpect of this part of our Solemn wor­ſhip, hath been throughout this Kingdom, I need not tell you; you cannot but remember it. But I wiſh there were; and I pray God there may be ſuch a ſenſe of our miſcarriages in theſe particulars, as may produce a Salutary ſhame, a Cordial and thorow humiliation.
There is nothing elſe can fit us for ſo lovely a proſpect, as is the external Beauty of Gods houſe and ſolemn worſhip. To this purpoſe it is very remarkable what the Lord ſaith to the Prophet Ezekiel (Chap. 43.10, 11.) Thou Son of man, ſhew the houſe to the houſe of Iſrael, that they may be aſhamed of their iniquities, and let them meaſure the pattern. And if they be aſhamed of all that they have done, ſhew them the Form of the Houſe, and the faſhion thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all the Forms thereof, and all the Ordinances thereof, and all the Forms thereof, and all the Laws thereof: and write [Page] it in their ſight, that they may keep the whole Form thereof, and all the Ordinances thereof, and do them.
And this will lead me to the laſt Stage of my Diſ­courſe, which is the end of my Deſign; viz. to give you ſome directions how you are to demean your ſelves, in reference to the Ark of Gods ſolemn worſhip.
But theſe Directions ſhould be uſher'd in with a word or two of admonition to ſuch as are in higheſt Authority over us.
1. The Firſt is, To ſupport and countenance the Hie­rarchy, that Order of men who are ſet apart by a ſpecial act of Conſecration, to attend the ſervice of the Ark; the Ark of God cannot appear glorious, under the Miniſtry of a contemptible Prieſthood. It is the Learning and Piety, the Prudence and Gravity, the Splendor and Authority, of the Epiſcopal Order, that muſt keep up the Ark in a ſteady poſture amongſt us.
Aſpiring Novices will run it into bogs and precipices, and leave it without a guard, to be overlaid with Super­ſtition, or expoſed to the rude hands of Sacriledge and Prophaneſs.
Where there is ſuch a Hierarchy as keeps every one to his Station and Office, there the people are inſtructed, by the example of their regular ſubordination, to keep their Order and Decorum; and this is the Apoſtles Bul­wark, oppoſed to ſeduction (Col. 2.5.) and ſuch as keep to it are impregnable.
For as that Reverend and Learned Biſhop obſerves,Biſhop Daven. ad Coloſ. 2.5. Rarò in errores praecipitantur, qui ordinem obedientiae Prae­poſitis debitum obſervant; è contrà, ubi ordo praecipiendi & parendi negligitur, ibi tanquam per disjectam aciem facile perrumpitur. They ſeldom fall into Errours that ob­ſerve the order of obedience due unto their Prelates Not one Ranter, or Quaker, or A­nabaptiſt, of all that adhere to the Biſhop; nor an Antitrini­tarian, &c.; but on the contrary, where the order of commanding [Page]and obeying is neglected, there the enemy eaſily breaks in, as into a routed Army.
To this purpoſe we may obſerve that Holy Martyr St. Ignatius very full and preſſing.  [...]. Be ye ſubject unto the Biſhop as unto the Lord: For he watcheth for your ſouls as he that muſt give account. Epist. ad Tral­lian. And a little after;  [...] It is neceſsary that you do nothing, that you attempt nothing without the Biſhop. And a while after:  [...]. Reverence your Biſhop even as Chriſt, according to the precept of the bleſſed Apoſtles. For he that is within the Altar, within the communion of the Church, is an intire pure Chriſtian: and for this cauſe obey your Biſhop and the Prieſts. But he that is not within this communion, he that acts of his own head, without the Biſhop, not in conformity with him, and the Prieſts and Deacons, is polluted in his Conſcience, and is worſe then an Infidel1 Tim. 5.8., thus Ignatius. The Hierarchy therefore of the Church is by all means to be kept up, and all due veneration and obedience is to be paid to it.
But this belongs chiefly to the Higher Powers; and yet ſomething you may all do towards it. It is Recorded, that when Chryſoſtome was to be baniſhed from Conſtan­tinople, the people were ſo affected with him, that they all went to the Emperour, and Petitioned for Chryſostome, profeſſing they could no more miſs Chryſoſtome, then they could miſs the Sun out of the Firmament; and yet (which I deſire you to obſerve and carry home with you) Chry­ſoſtome was not the peoples mercenary Curate, or flatter­ing Heb. 13.17. [Page] Lecturer, but the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, and his See was Conſtantinople. And I ſuppoſe this might be one reaſon, why Mr. Calamy (as he ſaith) was ſo loth (fully) to tell that ſtory: But,
2. There is a ſecond Admonition directed to all that are concern'd herein, to take care that this Hierarchy be re­ally ſuch as the name importeth, A Holy Order or Gover­nance. Holy in their perſons and converſation, and holy in their miniſtration and addreſs. Lev. 10.3. God will be ſanctified of all thoſe that draw nigh unto him. Be ye holy, ye that bear the veſſels of the Lord: upon the bells of the horſes, Zach. 14.10. ſaith the Prophet, ſhall be holineſs to the Lord.
But there muſt be holineſs, not upon Aarons Bells only (in the purity of his Doctrine) but the inſcription upon his forehead muſt be ſo too, Holineſs to the Lord; Pſal. 132.9. let the Prieſts be clothed with righteouſneſs: he muſt be white and pure in his converſation as well as in his veſture.
And, 2. Becauſe Sancta ſanctè, holy things muſt be performed after a holy manner; therefore a ſpecial ſanctification is requiſite unto the addreſs; (if a beaſt ſhould ruſh in to the holy Mount, Heb. 12.10. he ſhould be transfixed with ſome dart or other for it) hereupon the Pſalmiſt, I will waſh my hands in innocency, Pſal. 26.6. and ſo will I compaſs thy Altar, O Lord.
And now, for Directions to the people. All the my­ſteries of the Ark are comprehended and unfolded in the Feſtivals of the Church; and ſuch as do conſtantly fre­quent them can be ignorant of nothing that is neceſſary to their Salvation.
But your addreſs muſt be duly qualified, that it may find a gracious acceptation. You muſt approach with Humility, with Alacrity, with Unanimity, with Unifor­mity. Theſe four will make your approach welcome to the Ark or Ordinances of God.
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1. It muſt be with Humility and Reverence. There are ſome that bear no more reverence to the Ark of Gods worſhip, then if it were but an Ark of Bull-ruſhes. But holineſſe becometh thy houſe for ever, ſaith the Prophet: Ye ſhall obſerve my Sabbaths, and reverence my Sanctuary, I am the Lord, Lev. 19.31. God is greatly to be feared in the aſſembly of the Saints: and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him, Pſal. 89.7. Pſal. 89.7. and Pſal. 68. O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places, Pſal. 68. ult. &c. therefore ſerve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce before him with trembling, Pſal. 2. We will go into his Tabernacles, we will worſhip at his footſtool, Pſal. 132.7. and Pſal. 99.5. Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worſhip at his footſtool. Pſal. 132.7. And as that ex­preſſion had reference to the Ark then, See Joſh. 7.6. ſo hath it to the holy Sacrament now, as we are taught by St Ambroſe De Spir. San­cto. l. 3. c. 12. and St Auſtin, Per ſcabellum terra intelligitur: per terram autem caro Chriſti: quam hodie quo (que) in mysteriis adora­mus: By footſtool we are to underſtand the earth, and by the earth the fleſh of Chriſt; which at this very day, we adore in the ſacred mysteries. And St Auſtin In Pſal. 98. to the ſame purpoſe; Quaero quid ſit ſcabellum pedumejus, & dicit mihi Scriptu­ra, terra ſcabellum pedum meorum. not to do it at his name: nay at the holy My­ſteries, &c. Biſhop Andr. Serm. 9. of the Reſur. Fluctuans converto me ad Chriſtum, quiaipſum quaero hic, & invenio quomo­do ſine impietate a loretur terra, ſine impietate adoretur ſca­bellum pedum ejus. Suſcepit enim de terra terram, quia caro de terra eſt, & de carne Mariae carnem accepit. Et quia in ipſa carne hic ambulavit, & ipſam carnem nobis manducandam ad ſalutem dedis: NEMO AUTEM ILLAM CARNEM MANDUC AT NISI PRIUS ADORAVERIT: inventum eſt quemad­modum adoretur tale ſcabellum pedum Domini, & non ſo­lum NON PECCEMUS ADORANDO, ſed PECCEMUS NON ADORANDO. I demand what is his footſtool; and God in the holy Scripture [Page]tells me, the earth is my footſtool. But being in ſome fluctuation and doubtfulneſs, I turn me unto Chriſt, for him I am to ſeek here, and in him I find how the earth may be adored without any impiety, how without any impiety I may adore his footſtool. For he took earth from the earth; for fleſh is of the earth, and of the fleſh of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, he took fleſh. And becauſe in that fleſh he converſed here amongſt us, and gave that fleſh to us to eat for our ſalvation: AND NO MAN EATETH THAT FLESH UNLESSE HE HATH FIRST ADORED: We have (here) found how ſuch a footſtool of the Lord may be adored, and we ſhould not only NOT SIN IN A DORING, but WE SHOULD SIN (certainly) IN NOT ADORING: Thus St Au­guſtine.
And above all others the Apoſtle expecteth that this ſervice ſhould be worthily perfomed, 1 Cor. 11. other­wiſe ſad effects did many times follow; for whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unwor­thily, ſhall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, (Ver. 27.) He eateth and drinketh damnation to himſelf, not diſ­cerning the Lords body (Ver. 29.) and for this cauſe, ſaith the Apoſtle, many are weak and ſickly among you, and ma­ny ſleep, that is, they are ſtruck dead, Ver. 30.
It is conſiderable in the Bethſhemites, they took notice that the Ark of God had been in Captivity amongſt the uncircumciſed Philistines, that they had ſet it up in the houſe of Dagon, and had committed it to the conduct of Oxen, upon a new Cart; and this homely uſage of it gave them incouragement (never conſidering the judgments that had been inflicted upon thoſe Philiſtines) to be Fa­miliar with it, and to gaze upon it, without any reve­rence at all,1 Sam. 6. as if it had been alienated from Gods care [Page]and ſervice, and was become an ordinary common thing. But God does dreadfully vindicate this their prophanation; he ſtrikes more then 50000 of them dead upon the place; that the ſharpneſſe of his ſeverity might recover that reſpect and veneration to the Ark, which he ſaw was not like to be paid to it otherwiſe.
Men have made themſelves very familiar with Al­mighty God, in theſe late times; and his dreadful Or­dinances, having been held in a kind of Captivity, and ſullied by the reproaches of ignorant and prophane perſons, they have been looked upon as ſleight and common things: but be not deceived, God is not mocked, neither will he al­ways ſuffer himſelf to be affronted in his ſacred Aſſemblies and holy Inſtitutions; if you have not ingenuity enough to render all due reverence to Gods Ark; if the argu­ments of Reaſon and Religion cannot prevail with you to this effect; if ſeverity muſt be uſed, to procure this from you (which concerns your own eternal good, no leſs then Gods glory) believe me, in the end, when all muſt ſtoop, you will find that ſeverity very ſharp and coſtly too:Rom. 14.10, 11. therefore approach the Ark of God with Humility and Reverence.
2. You muſt appreach it with Alacrity and Chearfulneſs. It is admirable in devout ſouls to conſider how paſſio­nately affected they are with Gods ſolemn worſhip, and the place where it is performed. When they are ſeque­ſtrated from it, they breathe out their devotions in fits of longing; If I forget thee, O Jeruſalem, if I do not re­member thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jeruſalem above my chief joy: Pſal. 137.5, 6, 7. How amiable are thy dwellings, O Lord of Hoſts! My ſoul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord; for one day in thy Courts is better then a thouſand; Pſal. 84.1, 2, 4, 10. I had rather be a door-keep­er in the houſe of my God; bleſſed are they that dwell in thy houſe.
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And there is nothing more welcome to a holy ſoul then an invitation to ſuch a Coeleſtial entertainment; I was glad when they ſaid unto me, Pſal. 122.1, 2: we will go into the houſe of the Lord; and there he deſires to fix his ſtation; Our feet ſhall ſtand within thy gates O Jeruſalem: Yea, they ſhall joy as the joy in harveſt, as the joy of thoſe that divide the ſpoil Iſa. 9.3.: I will go unto the Altar of God, unto God my ex­ceeding joy Pſal. 43.4.. Such a joy of heart as over flows the banks thereof, and cauſeth exultation in the body too; My heart danceth for joy; and not ſo only, but, my heart, and my fleſh alſo rejoyceth in the living God.
And much more, the glory of the fleſh, the beſt member of it, the tongue, They ſhall ſing in the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. The ſervice of God ſhould be like the celebration of a ſolemn Jubilee; Jubi­late Deo, O be joyful in the Lord all ye lands, Pſal. 100.1. ſerve the Lord with gladneſs, and come before his preſence with a ſong: and again, O come, let us ſing unto the Lord; Pſal. 95.1. let us make a joyful noiſe to the Rock of our Salvation.
If we had that zeal of Gods glory, or that ſenſe of our own duty, or if we had but that regard to our own inte­reſt and advantage, that we ſhould have, it were impoſ­ſible we ſhould be either ſo ſlack in our approach, or (when preſent) ſo cold and dull in our attention to Gods ſolemn ſervice.
Are we not in ſome danger of Gods diſpleaſure for this awkward carri [...]ge towards him? does he not threaten his people for it? Deut. 28.47, 45. Becauſe thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God with joyfulneſſe and gladneſſe of heart, for the abundance of all things: therefore ſhalt thou ſerve thine enemies, which the Lord ſhall ſend againſt thee, in hun­ger, and in thirſt, and in want of all things: he that can­not delight himſelf in the Solemnities of Gods houſe, in that his gracious preſence, where there is, in ſome ſence, [Page] a fulneſſe of joy, Pſal. 16. ult. it is pity he ſhould ever come to his right hand, where are pleaſures for evermore: you muſt approach with Alacrity.
3. You muſt approach the Ark with unanimity: As Jeruſalem was builded, Pſal. 122.3. ſo it was govern'd, as a City at uni­ty in it ſelf. Pſal. 95.6. The kingly Prophet invites, O come, let us worſhip and fall down and kneel before the Lord; O mag­nifie the Lord with me, Pſal. 34.3. and let us exalt his name together. And at that great ſolemnity of Solomon's, when he dedi­cated the houſe of the Lord, we find all Iſrael in conſort with him,2 Chron. 7.4. The King and all the people offered ſacrifices be­fore the Lord.
God hath an expectation it ſhould be ſo amongſt us too; for he ſaith by his Evangelical Prophet, And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days, Iſa. 2.2, 3. that the mountain of the Lords houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top of the mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the hills; and all nations ſhall flow unto it. And many people ſhall go and ſay, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his pathes. For then (as the Lord ſaith by another Prophet) will I turn to the people a pure language, Zeph. 3.9. that they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to ſerve him with one conſent, crouding in to the holy Aſſemblies with one ſhoulder, as the original importeth.
And that it might be ſo amongſt us, how earneſtly doth the Apoſtle conjure us in the perſons of the Church of Philippi; if there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, Phil. 2.1, 2. if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels of mercies; fulfil ye my joy; and what is that? that ye be like-minded, having the ſame love, being of one accord, of one mind. For Chriſt hath but one Church; My love, my undefiled is one; there is one body, and one ſpirit, and ye are called in one hope of your calling, [Page]one Lord, one Faith, Eph. 4.4, 5, 5. one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. What a multiplicity of Arguments hath the bleſſed Apoſtle twiſted together, to make the unity that ſhould be amongſt Chriſtians indiſſoluble.
And if the advantages hereof were duly weighed, theſe alone were enough to make it ſo. Origen weighing that verſe of the Pſalmiſt,See Magal. in Joſh. c. 6. § 1. Aunnot. 3. Bleſſed are the people that know the joyful ſound (Pſal. 89.15.) He quaeres what it is that renders a people bleſſed. He ſaith not, bleſſed are the people that do righteouſneſs; or bleſſed are the people that under­ſtand myſteries, or are able to give an account of the heaven, of the earth, and of the ſtars: but, he ſaith, bleſſed are the people that know the ſound (the jubilation). In other (places) the fear of the Lord maketh bleſſed, but it maketh but one man bleſſed; for ſo it is ſaid, Bleſſed is the man that feareth the Lord. Elſe where we find alſo that more are bleſſed, as bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit; bleſſed are the meek; bleſſed are the peace-makers; bleſſed are the pure in heart. But here (in the Pſalmiſt) the bleſſedneſs is profuſe, and I know not what ſo great cauſe of bleſſedneſs is intimated, that it ſhould make the whole people bleſſed, that hears the Jubilati­on. Unde mihi jubilatio videtur indicare quendam con­cordiae, & unanimitatis affectum, whereupon it ſeems to me, that this Jubilation doth import an affection of concord and unanimity; which if it claſps the hearts and hands of two or three Diſciples together in Prayer, it makes them ſo prevalent, (offering up their devotions in the name of Chriſt) that the heavenly Father grants all they pray for.
And if it be ſo great a bleſſedneſs that a whole people are unanimous, that they all ſpeak the ſame thing, being joyn'd to­gether in the ſame mind and in the ſame judgment, the uni­ted devotions of ſuch a people may be as prevalent as theirs were, in the Acts of the Apoſtles; They were of [Page]one heart and of one ſoul, Acts 2.1. Chap. 4.31, 32. they were with one accord in one place, and there was a great earth-quake, where they prayed (in unanimity) and the place being ſhaken the holy Ghost deſcen­ded. The joynt devotions of an unanimous faithful peo­ple might be thus effectual, terrae-motu facto deſtruentur & cadent omnia, quae terrena ſunt, ac mundus ipſe ſubver­tetur, ſaith Origen; ſuch an Earth-quake might enſue, as ſhould remove thoſe Mountains of earth, that oppoſe in our way to heaven, and level the world under our feet, and bring down the Comforter to inlighten and aſ­ſiſt us.
Let us therefore approach the Ark of God with una­nimity, and this will make us inclinable to the laſt part of our duty, in our demeanor towards the Ark.
4. To approach it with uniformity; for our unanimity is to terminate and center there, in uniformity. Hence the Apoſtle is ſo pathetical, 1 Cor. 1.10. Now I beſeech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no diviſions (or Schiſms) among you; but that ye be perfectly joyned toge­ther in the ſame mind and in the ſame judgment. And why ſo? why, that ye may with one mind and one mouth glorifie God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Christ, Rom. 15.6.
That promiſe of God, [I will give them one heart and one way, Jer. 32.39. Ezek. 11.19. that they may fear me for ever] hath reference certainly to the Christian Church. But this is ſuch a pro­miſe as implies our co-operation for the accompliſhment of it.
I demand then, whether God  [...]ath perform'd his En­gagement to the Chriſtian Church? whether he hath done his part, in giving his people one way? if not, then we are to expect ſome new Revelations for the diſcovery of that way; for how ſhall it be ſet open to us otherwiſe?
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But this is not only contradicted by the Apoſtle, but ſentenced too with the dreadful commination of an Ana­thema; for thus he ſaith, though we or an Angel from heaven, Gal. 1.8, 9. preach any other Goſpel unto you, th [...]n that which we have preached unto you, let him be accurſed. And for the greater verification of this truth, he doubles his aſſeveration; as we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, if any man preach any other Goſpel unto you, th [...]n that ye have received, let him be accurſed.
I am the way, ſaith our Saviour, and the truth too, and that can be but one; we have the mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2.16. ſaith the Apoſtle; and no man can, no man dare deny, that to be the one way, that God hath promiſed; and this is ſet open to the world,Acts 16.17. by the Miniſtry of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts; Theſe men are the ſervants of the moſt high God, which ſhew unto us the way of ſalvation.
And if you ask me why ſome men refuſe to walk in this way, I muſt refer you to ſome of their ſtubborn fellow travellers, for anſwer; Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways and ſee and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſouls: but they ſaid, we will not walk therein, Jer. 6.16.
And why not? why, here lies the quarrel, God hath appointed certain Guides to direct us and point out the way to us, and we are offended at this; we make our Guides our ſtumbling-blocks; God hath alſo given a general Or­der to theſe Guides, to ſet up ſome ſhades for our better ac­commodation, and to hang up ſome lights for our more ſafe and regular walking, in this way, leaving it to their care and prudence, what theſe ſhades ſhall be made of, and where theſe lights ſhall be ſet up; and here, having an over-weening conceit of our own worth, and wanting that due reverence for our Guides and Governours, which we ought to have, we fall out in and about the way too; [Page] pride and prejudice, Envy and Animoſity ſtrike in, and make us NON-CONFORMISTS.
The Apoſtle foreſaw this, or rather had a preſent in­tuition of it, in ſome Churches of his own planting; and therefore when he injoyns this accord and uniformity, for ſecuring this duty he preſcribes alſo theſe Caveats, Let nothing be done through ſtrif, Phil. 2.2, 3. or vain-glory, but in lowli­neſs of mind let each eſteem other better th [...]n themſelves. And the ſame charge he gives to the Epheſians; Epheſ. 4.1, 2, 3. I there­fore, the priſoner of the Lord, beſeech you, that ye walk wor­thy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowli­neſs and meekneſs, with long ſuffering, forbearing one ano­ther in love; (and by keeping this temper eſpecially to­wards our Guides) endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Uniformity is this bond of the Churches peace; and 'tis that that makes her terrible as an Army with Banners; which attribute no ſociety of men can boaſt of,Cant. 6.10. but where they all keep the ſame poſture, and obſerve the ſame motions, and obey the ſame word of command, under their reſpective Officers.
In obedience therefore to the Apoſtles command, as well as for the honour and advantage of Gods Church, Let us, as many as be perfect, be thus minded, Phil. 3.15. that is, as it follows, in the next verſe, Let us walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame thing. And I muſt add (to take away an objection that may ariſe from the words intervening) it may be very juſtly expected that we ſhould be ſo perfect, as is there required; for though ſome novices in the Faith, who were then but newly crept out of the darkneſs of Heatheniſm, or the ſhades of the Jewiſh obſervances; though theſe, I ſay, might then ex­pect, ſome further Revelation, to inlighten them more clearly, in that which by reaſon of their ignorance, or preju­dice, [Page]they were not, for the preſent, ſatisfied in; yet we are to expe [...] no ſuch matter, we have already attain'd to the utmoſt we can expect of immediate Revelation Gal. 2.8, 9. Jud. ep. 3.; and it is our duty, (Divine Revelation and Command hath made it ſo) in all doubtful matters to res;ign our judgments up to the conduct of ſuch Guides Heb. 13, 7, & 17. as God hath ſet over us; and for the truth of this Poſition, I appeal to the declared doctrine of Mr. Baxter, for thus he ſaith, [In his Unſa­voury Volumn against Mr. Crandon, or his No [...]egay preſented to Mr. Joſeph Ca­ryll, (page 83.) ante finem. Let me be bold to tell my opinion to my Brethren of the Miniſtry, that though I deny them to have either credit or Authority againſt the known Word of God, yet ſo great is their credit and Au­thority, even as Teachers and Guides of the Church, in Cauſes agreeable to the Word, and in Cauſes to the people doubtful and unknown, and in Cauſes left by the Word to their determination, (the Word determining them but gene­rally) that I think the ignorance of this truth hath been the main cauſe of our ſad Confuſions and Schiſms in England, and that the Miniſters have been guilty of it, partly by an  [...]ver-modeſt concealing their Authority, and partly by an indiſcreet oppoſition to the Papiſts errour of the Authority of the Church: and I think that till we have better taught, even our godly people, what credit and obedience is due to their Teachers and Spiritual Guides, the Churches of Eng­land ſhall never have peace, or any good or eſtabliſh'd Order. I ſay again, we are broken for want of the knowledg of this truth; and till this be known, we ſhall never be well bound  [...]p and healed.] Thus far Mr. Baxter.
And as many as walk according to this rule, Gal. 6.16. peace be on the [...] and mercy, and upon the Iſrael of God, Amen.


Mr Crofton's Poſition Examined, AND An Impoſed Liturgy Juſtified.
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THat 'tis pride and an over-weaning Conceit of their own worth which makes men Non-Conformiſts, I ſhall now give you a pregnant evidence out of the Pam­phlet mention'd in the Title-page.
In a Poſtſcript to that Pamphlet the Authour tells us of a Paper taken out of Mr. Crofton's pocket, containing his high way thoughts, which he committed to paper to communicate to a Non-Conformiſt. Having procured a Copy thereof (as he pretends) with ſome difficulty, he ſends it to a friend, with his leave, to make it publick, and thereby (as he ſaith) to capacitate our Conforming Cler­gy to reſolve (if they can) one of the great ſcruples which (he ſaith) barreth Mr Crofton's Conformity, and Mini­ſtration by a Liturgy.
The Poſition he lays down is this, That [A Miniſter of the Goſpel cannot without ſin receive a Liturgy generally and excluſively impoſed.]
But wha [...] is it the man contends for? That an Order and regular Method of praying,page 1. reading the Scriptures, and adminiſtration of other parts of Worſhip, in conveni­ent time and order, ſucceſſively each after other, in their proper place, this he confeſſeth to have been uſed in all Churches of Jews and Chriſtians; and This (he ſaith) is dictated by all Rules of Order and Prudence neceſſary to hu­mane[Page]Society, ſo ſpecified as to conſtitute an holy Convocati­on. A Rubrick or Direction he acknowledgeth too, as the genuine product of Eccleſiaſtical Politie, and the For­ma informans of that Uniformity in publick Order, which is maintain'd without Unity of Words and Forms, Terms and Expreſſions, as the ornament and honour of any parti­cular and circumſcribed Church. Such a Liturgy as this he allows of, that is, The Directory.
But ſtated Forms for the celebration of Solemn Publick Worſhip, and the ſeveral parts thereof, compoſed,page 2. digeſt­ed, and (for the very words, terms, and expreſſions thereof) determined and preſcribed by ſome others th [...]n the Parſon, or Miniſter who ſtandeth to minister Gods Ordinan­ces between God and his Church; ſuch an impoſed Liturgy he cannot ſubmit unto.
So that here we have a meer  [...],1 Tim. 6.4. 2 Tim. 2.14. a ſtrife about words, terms and expreſſions, ſay the Apoſtle what he will to the contrary. And of what extraction is this quarrel then? From whence come wars and ſtrivings a­mongſt you? come they not from hence, even from the luſts that war in your members? The Apoſtle takes it for grant­ed, and the Wiſe man is poſitive in it, Onely by pride cometh contention. And it is ſo certain in this individua­tion of it, That our Pick-pocket, or pretended Mr. Crof­ton, page 3. hath not artifice enough to diſſemble it: For he ſaith, It cannot be denied to be a moſt baſe and ſlaviſh ſervility, to proſtitute the Office to which we are apted [but not without humility] and ordained by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto the pleaſure and preſcriptions of men, though the beſt for quali­ty and authority.
But not ſo paſſionate, good Mr. Crofton; you may pleaſe to be ſo humble as to condeſcend to ſuch an impo­ſition for peace and order ſake; and that I prove by this Argument.
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What I may lawfully be determin'd to by my own private judgment, that I may lawfully be determin'd to by the judgment of my Superiours.
But to ſtated Forms for the celebration of Gods ſolemn publick worſhip compoſed, and (for the very words, terms and expreſſions) digeſted into method, I may lawfully be determined by my own private judgment: Therefore,
To ſtated Forms for the celebration of Gods ſolemn publick worſhip, compoſed, and (for the very words, terms and expreſſions) digeſted into method, I may lawfully be determined, by the judgment of my Superiours.
In this Argument, the Minor or Aſſumption cannot be denyed; 'tis that Mr. Crofton contends for; for I hope he doth not exclude his judgment, when he pleads for the liberty of his own Invention to Compoſe and Modi­fie his Forms of publick worſhip.
The Major is proved thus;
That which I may lawfully be determined to by a weaker judgment, to that I may lawfully be determined by a judgment that is ſtronger.
But to ſtated Forms, &c. I may lawfully be determi­ned by a weaker judgment (viz. my own); therefore, to ſtated Forms, &c. I may lawfully be determined by a judgment that is ſtronger, viz. that of my Superiours.
To deny the Major in this Argument, were to make himſelf ridiculous; and in effect, to affirm, that a man may ſee more clearly by a dim light then by a brighter. And to deny the Minor were to arrogate to himſelf a bet­ter judgment, then that of his Superiours; which cannot be done without intolerable pride and preſumption, con­trary to the expreſs order of the Apoſtle, Phil. 2.3. Let nothing be done through ſtrif or vain-glory, but in lowlineſs of mind let each eſteem other better then themſelves: That ye (may) walk worthy of the vocation, wherewith ye are cal­led,[Page]with all lowlineſs and meekneſs: endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, Eph. 4.1, 2, 3.
But (to lay the Axe to the very root of his Ratiocinati­on) he ſaith the Miniſterial Modification (of publick wor­ſhip) by perſonal abilities, Pag. 4, & 5. is the formal act of the Mini­ſterial Office; but to reſign this formal act up to a Miniſtry-deſtroying-impoſition is ſinful.
But I deny the Modification of worſhip by perſonal abi­lities to be the Formal act of the Miniſterial Office. The Formal act of the Miniſterial Office is to Miniſter; the Modification as well by perſonal Abilities, as by publick Authority, is extrinſecal and circumſtantial to it. To make the Modification of the Act to be the Formal act it ſelf, is to make the Apparel the Man; which is very abſur'd, except it be in a man of clouts; and truly Mr. Crofton's Argument is no better.
Object. But the Impoſition and Preſcription in Prayer and Sacraments is applicable to preaching.
Sol. To which I anſwer, 1. That certainly a Sermon is never the worſe for being well digeſted; And, 2. if it be ſeen and allowed by Authority, I know no harm in it; And, 3. if it were not an endleſs work, this courſe would ſecure the peace and ſolid edification of the Church the better; And, 4. when the Presbyterians Preach other mens printed Sermons, (as ſome of them are frequently obſerved to do) this is ſuppoſed to be no prejudice to the intereſt of thoſe ſouls that hear them.
But the truth is, there is a vaſt difference betwixt Pray­er and Preaching, for our Saviour hath taught us, that the firſt may be regularly and fully compriſed in a ſhort Office; whereas the later hath as many Fields to expati­ate in, as there are ſeveral Texts in the holy Bible; and here lies the moſt proper Scene, for the variety of Gifts to perform their publick exerciſe upon.
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Beſides, Gifts being deſign'd for the edification of the Church, Governours are concern'd to take care they be not abuſed to the confuſion of it, 1 Cor. 14.32, 33. Uzzah did but imploy his Gifts; and Corah might pretend to do no more.
What M. Crofton objects,Pag. 6. in fi [...]e. by way of inſtance, touching the Pariſh Clerk and people is no more to our prejudice, then it is to his own purpoſe; for without all peradventure they are a general part of the holy Prieſthood St Peter ſpeaks of;1 Pet.  [...].5. & 'tis their duty to bear a part in Gods ſolemn worſhip.
But I cannot think (ſaith Mr. Crofton,) that any Biſhop or his examinant will judge a School-boy,Pag. 6. twelve yeares old, ſufficiently qualified to execute the formal act of the Ministerial Office; and indeed, no more can I. But we muſt not ſo look to perſonal abilities as to forget Divine Ordination. An ordinary Butcher, under the Law, could dreſs a Lamb or a yoak of Oxen, as well as the beſt of the Sons of Levi; and yet his per­ſonal abilities did not qualifie him to offer ſacrifice. The efficacy of the Miniſtry does flow, as little, I am ſure, ex opere operantis, as ex opere operato; it depends not upon the cant and tone, or the wording of the Miniſter that doth officiate, but upon the Inſtitution and Promiſe of Chriſt himſelf. And Mr. Crofton cannot be our adverſary in this;Pag. 7. line, 2, 3. for, he ſaith [I hope Proteſtants make not the inten­tion, or intrinſecal power of the Adminiſtrator, the formality, and ſo the efficacy of the adminiſtration,] which is enough to cut the throat of his Argument; for it follows from hence by an undeniable conſequence, that the efficacy of the Miniſtry does not depend upon perſonal Abilities. And, if another conceſſion of his, at the end of the ſame Page, be well conſidered, viz: that [the Minister muſt not vary any thing in the matter and ſub­ſtance of appointed worſhip.] it will make much for the [Page]credit of ſtated Forms in the ſeveral parts of our Miniſtra­tion, as being; out of all queſtion, far leſs ſubject to the danger of varying from the matter and ſubſtance of ap­pointed worſhip, th [...]n the modification of it, eſpecially by the extemporary exerting of perſonal abilities.
So that upon the matter Mr. Crofton is ſtill condemned of himſelf; and till ſome better evidence be brought to the contrary, I muſt remain (as formerly) in this opini­on, that Pulpit Conceptions are (but) Popular Deceptions; And to the Treatiſe that bears that Title I refer the Rea­der for a fuller proof thereof.
In the mean while I ſhall offer Mr. Crofton and his par­ty a proof, that they are bound to ſubmit to the uſe of a preſcribed Liturgy, that they may be at peace with their Governours and their own Conſciences, by keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace with the Church of God.
To do whatſoever is morally poſſible, for Uniformity and peace ſake, is your duty.
But to ſubmit to the uſe of a preſcribed Liturgy is mo­rally poſſible.
Therefore, to ſubmit to the uſe of a preſcribed Litur­gy is your duty.
The Major is proved by Apoſtolical injunction; if it be poſsible (and) as much as in you lieth, live peaceably with all men, Rom. 12.18.
The Minor is proved thus;
That which is not ſinful, and is within our natural power is morally poſſible. But to ſubmit to a preſcribed Liturgy is not ſinful, and is within our natural power;
Therefore, to ſubmit to a preſcribed Liturgy is moral­ly poſſible.
The Major of this Argument [what is not ſinful and is within our natural power, is morally poſsible] cannot rea­ſonably be denyed.
[Page]
The Min [...]r, as to the laſt branch of it, [to ſubmit to a preſcribed Liturgy is within our natural power] this is evi­dent of it ſelf.
The firſt branch [to ſubmit to a preſcribed Liturgy is not ſinful,] is proved thus.
What is forbidden by no Law is not ſinful. But to ſubmit to a preſcribed Liturgy is forbidden by no Law. Therefore, to ſubmit to a preſcribed Liturgy is not ſinful.
The Major is proved by the definition of ſin; ſin is the tranſgreſſion of the Law, 1 Joh. 3.4.
The Minor is juſtified upon this account. 1. As to the Form of Words, that is not forbidden by any Law of God; for the Apoſtle ſaith, Hold fast the Form of ſound words, 2 Tim. 1.13. and, I beſeech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak THE SAME THING, 1 Cor. 1.10. That ye may with ONE MIND and ONE MOUTH glorifie God, Rom. 15.6.
2. As to our ſubmiſſion to the uſe of ſuch preſcribed Forms, that is no where forbidden neither: but on the contrary, it is commanded, Heb. 13.17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves; and we ſhould remember, that to obey is better th [...]n Sacrifice, 1 Sam. 15.
Upon theſe grounds I conclude againſt Mr. Croftons Poſition, that a Miniſter of the Goſpel may, without ſin, receive a Liturgy generally and excluſively impoſed, for the Celebration of Gods Solemn Publick Worſhip.
And the receiving ſuch a Liturgy, [...]. Croft. pag. 2. upon the Authority of our Superiours, with all ſubmiſſion and obedience does not reſolve the Adminiſtrator into the Dilemma of obey­ing God or man (as Mr. Crofton pretends;) for God and man ſtand not here in oppoſition, but ſubordination; and he that does not obey both, does obey neither.


Mr Crofton's CREED, Concerning Communion with Gods Church,Jerubbaal ju­ſtified, p. 12. &c. commended to the obſervation of Gods people, and conſideration of Gods Miniſters, as thoſe which few ſober men will deny to be true, and being well underſtood would rea­dily direct a godly mans courſe in the hour of temptation.
[Page]
1. THe Church Catholick viſible diſtributed (through neceſsity, and good order) to particular Aſſemblies muſt ſanctifie the Lords day by an holy Convocation.
2. The Congregation of particular Chriſtians convened in full and open joynt-Aſſemblies, to celebrate Gods ſolemn worſhip, is the formality of an holy Convocation.
3. The worſhip celebrated in the holy Convocation for the matter and eſſential form by which it ſubſtantially exiſteth, muſt be determined by the Lord, and by him alone.
4. All worſhip of mens invention ſuperadded to Gods ap­pointment muſt be avoided, abandoned by every of Gods peo­ple; but Gods worſhip ſubſtantially exiſting with the ſame must not be diſowned or declined.
5. Gods worſhip celebrated by and among men muſt be miniſtred, and exist in and by an humane mode and dreſs ſuitable to, and ſo fit to edifie ſuch a Creature and ſociety.
6. The humane mode and dreſs, words and phraſes, by which Gods worſhip muſt exist, and be minſtred in and to the Church, is not determined by the Lord, but wholly left to the wiſdom and faithfulneſs of them who miniſter the ſame.
7. The humane Miniſterial modification of Gods Ordi­nances in and to the Church is the formal act of the Miniſte­rial Office to be fulfilled, and performed by the Miniſterial[Page]gifts, the perſonal abilities of every individual Miniſter, who is gifted of God, and ordained by the Church for that purpoſe. [This Article is confuted in the Anſwer to the Poſition above mentioned.]
8. The miniſterial mode and order of Gods worſhip being wholly humane, determined by mens wiſdom and faithfulneſs, it is and cannot but be ſubject to much and great corruption in defect and diſorder, rudeneſs and irreverence in expreſsions. Here it cannot be denyed but the ſudden and extemporary mode is much more ſubject to theſe Corruptions, [in de­fect and diſorder, rudeneſs and irreverence] than the ſo­lemn and maturely-ſtated Forms.
9. The guilt of all defect and diſorder in the humane mini­ſterial mode of Gods worſhip is immediately, properly, and directly perſonal, charged on the Miniſter, and on him alone: not on the Church, or any the members thereof.
10. All defects, diſorders, rude and impertinent ex­preſsions, in the humane, miniſterial mode of Gods worſhip: are corruptions, circumſtantial, and extrinſecal, in and by which Gods worſhip may ſubſtantially exiſt in matter, and eſ­ſentiàl form, capable of operation to its appointed end.
11. Defects, diſorders, and corruptions in the miniſterial mode of Gods Ordinances fixed, continued and reiterated, are more ſinful and offenſive to God, and his people, th [...]n thoſe which are preſent and tranſient; but both theſe are ſins of one and the ſame nature and quality, and of equal influence on Gods worſhip miniſtred by the ſame. [But the extemporary and tranſient modes of ſingle perſons are more ſubject to theſe corruptions and diſorders, as was ſaid above.]
12. No defects, or diſorders in the humane miniſterial mode, (whether fixed, and reiterated in and by impoſed and preſcribed forms, or expreſſed in and by preſent tranſient conceived forms, in and by which Gods worſhip doth ſubſtan­tially exiſt, for matter and form, in and to his Church) will warrant any Chriſtians ſeceſsion, voluntary withdrawing[Page]from the holy Convocation, or non-communion in Gods wor­ſhip ſo miniſtred.
For 1. theſe notwithſtanding, Gods worſhip doth tru­ly, fully, formally exiſt, capable of operation to its appoin­ted end: 2. This ſin is purely perſonal, chargeable on the Miniſter, who ſtandeth charged with the office of miniſterial modification of Gods worſhip, in, and to the Church: the people or particular members of the Church, may and muſt paſs on this (as other perſonal acts) a judgement of charity, which doth direct them to grieve for the ſin exiſtent; to complain of it, and as they have opportunity to admoniſh the ſinner (though the Sons of Eli) of i [...], and ſeek the correction and removal of the ſame; but they have not of it any judicium publicum, judgment of Office, charged on them, by the ſpecialty of duty: and armed with a juſt moral power of corre­ction, ſo as that the ſame ſhould be the neglect of this publick duty, become their ſin, and leave its guilt on their ſouls. That Gods worſhip (doth) formally exiſt in every mode of miniſtration, every Chriſtian and mem­ber of the Church muſt judge and ſee: for by this cor­ruption, the holy Convocation ceaſeth, and they worſhip not God: [I ſuppoſe the Authors meaning is this, as to this corruption the holy Convocation ceaſeth, and they wor­ſhip not God by it:] but the mode it ſelf is perſonally charged on the Miniſter: the defect and diſorder is an ac­cident reſulting from the ſloth, negligence, ignorance, weakneſs and unfa [...]thfulneſs of the Miniſter, and an ad­junct ſeparable from Gods worſhip exiſtent by the ſame.
Sir, I pray you take good notice of this, that the pri­vate Chriſtian, and particular members of the Church have no publick judgment of office, concerning the Miniſterial mode of Gods worſhip: for Sir, it is a notion of much weight and uſe in this Caſe; and it appeareth plainly true, if the modifying of Gods worſhip be, as it cannot be d [...]nyed [Page]to be the perſonal act of an Officer appointed to that end: [We ſay this belongs peculiarly to the Governours of the Church to order.]
Moreover, Sir, if the people have a publick judgment of the miniſterial mode of Gods worſhip, we are under a neceſſity of having what we ſo much complain againſt, and caſt off, (viz) a fixed Liturgy for the mode of Prayer, Preaching, Miniſtration of Sacraments: [which] muſt then be known to the people, and judged by them free from all defect and diſorder, before the people can at­tend Gods worſhip in that Miniſtration.
It muſt be confeſſed impoſſible, for a ſingle Miniſter conſtantly to communicate to every particular member of his Congregation the mode into which he hath (by his perſonal abilities and miniſterial Gifts) caſt the word Prayer and Sacraments.
No ſerious, ſober Chriſtian, can think the people to be guilty of thoſe rude methods, indigeſted, raw expreſsions, tautologies, ſoloeciſmes, and diſorders, which a Miniſter may utter in his preaching, and praying; yet this is inevitable if the people have a publick judgment by ſpecial office, of the miniſterial mode of Gods worſhip: It is indeed true, the defective, diſordered mode of worſhip which is fixed, ſtated, and ſo from time (to time) reiterated is more obvi­ous and offenſive, then what is tranſient, and ſo by the judgment of charity more burdenſom to the people, the grief of it being continued and renewed: but it is the judg­ment of office, armed with power to correct, (that) de­riveth the guilt of the one, or of the other.
This is the ſum of what Mr. Crofton believes concerning Church-communion. And whether the Church of God be not more ſecure in her Freedom from corruptions and diſ­orders, by fixed, ſtated Forms, then by ſuch as are indi­geſted, tranſient and extemporary, I appeal to the Reaſon and Common Sence of all the World. And there's
AN END.
[Page]
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