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Die Veneris 13 Decembris, 1695.

We the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in Parliament Aſſembled, having tak [...]  [...] Conſideration the ſtate of the Trade of this Kingdom, Do find, That beſides many other Di [...] tages and Difficulties it now lyes under, An Act of Parliament, that hath lately received yo [...] Majeſties Royal Aſsent in Your Kingdom of Scotland, for Erecting a Company Trading  [...] Africa and the Indies, is likely to bring many great prejudices and miſchiefs to all You [...] Majeſtis's Subjects, that are concerned in the Wealth of Trade of this Nation and therefore in all Duty to  [...] Majeſty, and the care we ought to have of this Kingdom, we do humbly Repreſent to Your Majeſty, that the ſaid Act does provide, ‘That all Ships, Veſsels, Merchandize, Goods, and other Effects whatſomever belonging to that Company, ſhall be free from all manner of Reſtraints, or Prohibitions, and of all Cuſtoms, Taxes, S [...]ſſes, Supplies, or other duties Impoſed, or to be Impoſed by the Act of Parliament, or otherwiſe, for the ſpace of One and Twenty Years: And farther, That the ſaid Company, whole Members, Officers, Servants, or others belonging thereto, ſhall be free both in their perſons, Eſtates and goods employed in the ſaid Stock and Trade, from all manner of Taxes, Seſses, Supplies Exciſes, Quartering of Souldiers Tranſient or Local, or Levying of Souldiers, or other Impoſitions whatſoever, during the ſpace of One and Twenty years.’
By reaſon of which great Advantages Granted to the Scots Eaſt India Company, and the Duties and Difficul­ties that lye upon that Trade in England, and a great part of the Stock and Shipping of this Nation will be carried thither; And by this means Scotland be made a Free Port for allEaſt India Commodities; And conſequently thoſs ſeveral places in Europe, which were ſupplied from England, will be furniſhed from thence, much Cheaper than can be dene by the Engliſh;And therefore this Nation will loſe the Benefit of ſupplying Forraign Parts with thoſe Commodities; which hath always been a Great Article in the Ballanee of our Forraign Trade: Moreoverr, the ſaid Commodities will unavoidably be brought by theScots into England, by Stealth, both by Sea and Land, to the Vaſt Prejudice of the Engliſh Trade and Navigation, and to the great Detriment of Your Ma­jeſtie in Your Cuſtoms. And when once that Nation ſhall have ſettled themſelves in Plantations in America, our Commerce in Tobacco, Sugar, Cotton-Wool, Skins, Maſts, &c. will be utterly loſt, becauſe the Priviledges of that Nation, granted to them by this Act, are ſuch, That that Kingdom muſt be the Magazine for all thoſe Commo­dities, and the Engliſh Plantation and the Traffick thereof loft to us, and the Exportation of our own Manufac­tures yearly Decreaſed.
Beſides theſe and many other Obſtructions that this Act will unavoidably bring to the general Trade of this Na­tion, ‘Another Clauſe in the ſaid Act, whereby Your Majeſty Promiſes to Interpoſe Your Authority to have Re [...] ſtitution, Reparation and Satisfaction, made for any Dammage that may be done to any of the Ships, Goods, Merchandize, Perſons, or other Effects whatſomever, belonging to the ſaid Company, and that upon the Publick Charge;’ Does ſeem to Engage Your Majeſtie to Employ the Shipping and Strength at Sea of this Nation, to Sup­port this New Company, to the great Detriment even of this Kingdom.
All which great Prejudices, Inconveniencies and Miſchiefs ariſing by the ſaid Act, we in all Duty and Faithful­neſs lay before Your Majeſty.
§
And that thereupon His Majeſty had been Pleaſed to make a moſt Gracious Anſwer to the Effect Following, Viz.
I Have been ill Served in Scotland, but I hope ſome Reme­dies may be found to Prevent the Inconveniences which may ariſe from this Act.

§
The Order of the Day for the Houſe to Reſolve it ſelfinto a Committee of the whole houſe, to Conſider of Wayes and Means for Raiſing the Supply to be Granted to his Majeſty for Carrying on the War againſt France; being Read,
Ordered, 
 That the ſaid Committee have Power to ſend for P [...]rſ [...]s, and Receive Propoſals in Relation thereunto.
Then the Houſe Reſolved it ſelf into the ſaid Committee of the whole Houſe: And after ſome time ſpent therein, Mr. Speaker Reſumed the Chair, and Sir Thomas Littleton Reported from the ſaid Committee, That they had made ſome progreſs in the Matter to them Referred; And had come to ſome Reſolutions, which they had Directed him to Report when the Houſe will pleaſe to Re­ceive the ſame.
Ordered, That the ſaid Report be made to Morrow Morning.
Ordered, That the Committee of Priviledges and Elections be Adjourned.
And then the Houſe Adjourned till the Morrow Morning Nine a Clock.
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