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By His EXCELLENCY JONATHAN BELCHER, Esq Captain General and Governour in Chief, in and over His Majesty's Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New England. A PROCLAMATION.
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WHEREAS a Scheme for emit­ting Bills or Notes by John Colman, Esq and others, was laid before the Great and General Court or Assembly of this His Majesty's Province, in their Session held at Boston, the Fifth Day of Decem­ber 1739, and by the Report of a Committee appointed by said Court was represented, if carried on, to have a great Tendency to enda­mage His Majesty's good Subjects as to their Properties;
And whereas Application has been very lately made to Me and His Majesty's Council by a great Number of Men of the most considerable Estates and Business▪ praying that some proper Method may be taken to prevent the Inhabitants of this Province being imposed upon by the said Scheme; and it being very apparent that these Bills or Notes promise nothing of any determinate Value, and cannot have any general certain or established Credit;
Wherefore,
I Have thought fit, by and with the Advice of His Majesty's Council, to issue this Proclamation, hereby giving Notice and Warning to all His Majesty's good Subjects of the Danger they are in, and cautioning them against receiving or passing the said Notes, as tending to defraud Men of their Substance, and to disturb the Peace and good Order of the People, and to give great Interruption, and bring much Con­fusion into their Trade and Business.
Given at the Council Chamber in Boston. the Seventeenth Day of July 1740. In the Fourteenth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the Second by the Grace of GOD of Great Britain, France and Ireland, KING Defender of the Faith, &c.
 J. BELCHER.
 By Order of His Excellency the Governour, with the Advice of the Council, J. Willard, Secr.

GOD save the KING.
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WHereas the Committee of the Great and General Court or Assembly at their Sessions begun and held at Boston Dec. 5th 1739, Reported that the Bills proposed to be emitted by John Colman, Esq and others, would tend to endamage the Properties of His Majesty's good Subjects of this Province; and whereas a large Number of the principal Men of Estates and Business have petitioned His Excellency the Governour and Council to take such Measures as they in their Wisdom should think proper to prevent People's being imposed upon by the said Scheme commonly called the Land Scheme or Bank; whereupon the Governour & Council have issued a Pro­clamation warning and cautioning People against the said Bills: And we the Subscribers being abundantly perswaded that the said Scheme, if carried on, will be of pernicious Consequence; and being willing and desirous to do what in us lies to prevent the said Im­position, hereby Agree, Declare and Promise, that we will not, di­rectly or indirectly by our selves or any for us, receive or take any Bills emitted on the said Scheme, commonly called the Land Bank. And we hereby caution and advise all Persons whatsoever who are indebted to us, or deal with us, that they refuse the said Bills and do not take any of them in Expectation of our receiving them at their Hands, we being determined not to take the said Bills for any Debts due, nor for any Goods, or on any Consideration whatever.
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 It is hoped, That Masters and Mistresses of Family's will caution their Servants from taking in exchange or other­wise, any of said Bills if offered them, as such a thing may serve to give 'em an entrance into Credit, which would prove of dangerous consequence.
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